
As Stan said in his last article last
year: “This is it! Make no mis-
take about it! I am going no fur-

ther. Tonight I toss the life jacket and
the helm of the yacht club to a new
administrator.” 

Congratulations Chas!!! 
Hopefully, most of you will be

attending the Fall Dinner on Saturday
so some of this you will hear there.  I
wanted to bring some of the highlights
that your Board of Directors have
accomplished this year:
■ We continued to foster good social
relationships around the Lake through a
variety of various Club events, like
bringing back the Ladies’ Tea and the
1st Annual Poker Run around the Lake.
■ We continued to publish the Birch
Barker, including an on-line edition in

the off-season. 
■ We completed improvements to the
Yacht Club building, including purchas-
ing a new front door and screen, tuck-
pointing and painting the exterior and
improved the drainage.
■ We began a fund to save for the even-
tual replacement of the building roof in
approximately 10 years.
■ We continued our excellent water
quality program that has caused a sig-
nificant reduction in Eurasian milfoil
infiltration, removed purple loosestrife
and begun monitoring curly leaf
pondweed (another invasive species).

I would like everyone to join with
me and give a humongous “Thank You”
to everyone who pitched in and made
this summer season such a huge suc-
cess. Starting off with your BLYC offi-
cers and directors, EVERYONE who
pitched in and made each and every
event we had fun (and most of the time

delicious, as there was always food
involved), to the publication, printing
and distribution of the Birch Barker
every week. To all of you, Thank You!!

Aug. 25 ........................................Fall Dinner
Sept. 8 ...................................Sailing Awards
Sept. 15 or 25..........Game Night/Card Party
Sept. 25 ......Patti Russwurm’s 50th Birthday
Oct. 6..........................Annual Chili Cook-Off

Board Meetings - 9 am (Saturdays)
Sept. 8 

Sailing Regattas
Labor Day weekend

Note: ALL dates and times are subject to

change.  

Watch the Barker for updates!

The Birch Barker is always soliciting and accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, put
the items in the stone newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore), mail to Phil Vitale, 102 So. Broadway, Cassopolis, MI
49031, or fax to (269) 445-9200.  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or any other materials returned.  To

contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680 or (269) 445-9200, or BLYC Commodore Pam Mullin, (269) 476-1080.       --Phil Vitale, editor

2012 BLYC Calendar
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Commodore’s Comments

An unusual “solarized” view of Birch with some early morning fog.



SW Michigan’s
FLATWORK

experts

LLuuttzz CCoonnccrreettee
We specialize in decorative 

Concrete Stamping
Colored Concrete
Concrete Staining

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI 

Ph: (269) 279-7973
Fax: (269) 279-0133

E-mail: mmtlconcrete@aol.com

— Birch Lake Notes —
I am looking forward to the Fall Dinner
and Silent Auction Saturday night. I
have my little plastic container to bring
home some of the polish noodles, love
them! 

And as two of my last official duties,
I will have the pleasure of naming my
selection to receive the Commodore’s
Trophy (this award is given to an indi-
vidual(s) for exemplary service to our
lake community); and to pass on the
“Life Jacket of Command” to Chas

Our season is not done yet, we still
have the Chili cook-off and a card/game
night to come. Details will be in future
editions of the Birch Barker. 

So to close I will say it one last time
... Here’s to smooth sailing!

~Commodore Pam

Birch Lake Yacht Club Annual
Meeting, Saturday, August 25

Notice is hereby given that the
BLYC Annual Meeting shall occur at the
Fall Dinner on Saturday, August 25.
Directors shall be elected, the new Vice
Commodore shall be announced and the
BLYC Board’s Annual Report shall be
provided.

Bumblebee Rally
Calling all PWC riders.  Let’s all go

for a lap or two together.  How about
gathering at the public landing at 11 am
on Labor Day, and we’ll all ride?  No
need for entering or registering, just

show up.  See you out there.  Giddy up!

Thanks Sparky!
Thank you Bob Waddle for distrib-

uting the Birch Barker for two weeks.
You did a great job.

~Barb Zesinger

NEW NONINVASIVE SPECIES
FOUND IN BIRCH LAKE

A new species, tentatively identi-
fied as a Crook Necked Ladder Fish,
was taken on Birch Lake Wednesday
August 15, 2012 by Anne Magro,
daughter of Bill and Sheryl Magro.  

Magro said she was trolling with
a 30 pound Fluke lure on 500 pound
test line when the big guy hit.  She
stated that “I didn’t know what it was!
As I reeled it in, it was so heavy, I
began to think, ‘“Is this a body? What
will I do? Call dad? Drag it to shore?’”  

When the Ladder Fish cleared the
water she was much relieved. The
catch was snagged in about 90 feet of
water at the center of the lake. Anne
is pictured at right with her catch. 

The 5-½ foot trophy can be
observed on the Magro’s dock, North
Shore between Rodriquez and
Russwurm’s. Some wag suggested
that the catch previously resided on a
swim platform or other floating device.
On the off chance that Sheryl got it
right, the Ladder Fish may be
retrieved from the end of Magro’s
dock. If not retrieved it is likely that
Magro will mount it, despite the diffi-

culty of finding appropriate saddlery
If claimed, salvage rights will not be
asserted.  

Also to be found on the dock is a
white, knob-shaped device called a
Ground Breaker that washed up dur-
ing the last storm. See photo (next to
Anne’s left hand). For more informa-



— Birch Lake Notes —
Concord Singers visit Birch

On Wed. Aug. 15th, the Concord singers from Concord
High School in Elkhart, enjoyed a beautiful Birch Lake day at
the Phipps home, that was filled with a scavenger hunt, swim-
ming, boating, kayaking, and singing.  Director and former
Birch Lake resident, Brittany Gableman, enjoyed sharing her
childhood experiences with her students.

Cass County Conservation Club
The following events are scheduled at the Cass County

Conservation Club on US 12 at Birch Rd.:
Aug. 25 — Corn and Sausage Roast 
Sept. 15 & 16 — U-Pick’em Bingo 
Nov. 3 & 4 —  Bingo Proceeds to

Weekly events include Line Dance class w/ Fran every
Monday @ 6pm; Zumba every Wednesday @ 5:30 pm; Yoga
every Tuesday @ 6 pm; Euchre every Thursday @ 6:30 pm.

Events planned at VFW Post 2284,
69946 M-62 South, Edwardsburg
■ Sunday, Sep 9 — AYCE Breakfast Buffet 8:30 am — 11:30

am ($6)
■ Saturday, Sep 15 — Ladies Auxiliary Annual Hog Roast —
2 - 8 pm ($7) Bring the family and enjoy lots of good food, fun,
door prizes and raffles.
■ Every Friday — Burgers & Brats, 5 - 8 pm
■ Oktoberfest — Saturday, Oct. 20 from Noon till Midnight.
Lots of great fun planned with plenty of German food, great
music, games and prizes. 

Advertising in the Barker
We are still (and always) accepting both display and clas-

sified advertising for the Birch Barker.  
Classified ads are free to members of the BLYC (non-

member rate is $5 per ad).  Email your classified ads to the
Barker at sailorphil@philvitale.com.

We will soon begin soliciting ads for the Online Barker,
which begins in October ... watch for details next week.

For information and help building your ad, contact Phil at
476-1680, 445-9200 or sailorphil@philvitale.com.

Other real estate agents claim 
to know BIRCH LAKE ...

But I never see them out
on their boat ...

Amy Lutz, Realtor
BIRCH LAKE Specialist; BIRCH LAKE Resident
Primary: 269-744-7746 Secondary: 269-663-5164 
amylutz@cressyeverett.com 
www.amylutz.cressyeverett.com

26251 US 12
Edwardsburg, MI 49112

Satori Salon 
and Spa
11920 McKinley St., Jones, MI 49061
www.satorisalonandspa.com

244-5510
Open Tues-Fri from 9-7, Sat from 9-4

At Satori our elite certified staff specializes in
organic Salon & Spa services. Come experience
our full service Hair Salon & Day Spa.Experience
the “Natural” difference. Find us near the inter-
section of M-40 & M-60 (next to the Fire Dept.)

The Concord Singers



Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
THANK YOU
FOR VOTING
US THE BEST
OF THE BEST!

Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Best Of The Best!

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Eric and Karen Miller (east side) celebrating Eric’s birthday.  She gave him
a surprise party last Saturday.

Ella & Ryan Quinlan  (west side) Playing “Angry Birds” on the iPhone
on a rainy day.

Vickie Quinlan and Zuz Kappel  (west side)  “The Look of late summer
on Birch Lake.”Kate Quinlan (west side) Being a frog in the boat.



ON SALE NOW!

White Crewneck Sweatshirts 
(Adult S-XXL), 

White Beach Towels
Blue Tie-Dyed Beach Towels

$25 each

Buy 4, get 5th one free

Proceeds benefit 
Birch Lake Yacht Club

Buy them at upcoming 
BLYC events 
such as the 

Vice Commodore’s 
cocktail party

or Contact
Chas Grundy
574-315-0217

chas@grundyhome.com

RON COLBORN

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Chris and Rachel Karceski, the newbies on the northside, enjoying Birch
Lake this weekend.  They have wanted to make the Barker all summer.



“The Company” to present “Singin’
and Dancin’ into the Holidays,

A Merry Como Christmas”

Nov. 2-3, 9-10, 16-17
Battell Center Theatre, 904 N. Main, Mishawaka

Seniors $10; Adults $11 available at Battell
Center, 9-5; tickets may be purchased in

advance, at the door the night of the show or
Mail to Battell Center.

Box office and doors open at; 6 pm. Curtain
time: 8 pm with a 7:30 warmup

Contact: Wendy Como, 574-243-7704 
sequinqueen32@hotmail.com
www.thecompanyplayers.com

Before the first Jingle Bell, turkey Carving, or
Ho Ho Ho, “The Company” gets you into the
Holiday spirit with their annual “Singin and Dancin
into the holidays” aptly named “ A Merry Como
Christmas,” because it features descendants of the
famous crooner, Perry Como.  Melanie Como-Dits,
Wendy Como, and Paige Como, are granddaugh-
ters, and new addition to the production is his great-
granddaughter Abigail Como. As of 1985, daughter
Melanie has directed and headed these produc-
tions.

The event will feature the best, most profes-
sional vocalists in town and perform beautiful tight
harmonies that take months to perfect. This year, “A
Merry Como Christmas” brings back highlights from
the men performing their favorite homage to the Rat
Pack and the Jersey Boys!  All of the vocal material
will take you on a stroll down memory lane. This
year there are many surprises, included is a favorite
of a huge pair of singing, glittery lips, the ever popu-
lar light up Christmas tree, and of course, back by
popular demand, the three headed Santa! 

They have been in rehearsal since June. This
show is a new production every year highlighting

new soloists and new songs!  The name is the
same, but the performances are brand new. Their
troop of dancers will add just the right touch of ener-
gy and excitement, performing great music from the
past decade as well as your rock-n-roll favorites.
The musicians will take center stage in the show
with highlights from the horn and reed sections, the
drummer, and keyboard
player will interact with
the singers, and four gui-
taristists who will appear
on stage to demonstrate
their talents.   

Costuming takes
center stage, as “The
Company” prides itself in
its flashy costumes and
lightning fast costume
changes for the entire
cast. 

This holiday produc-
tion is as close to
Vaudeville, with a touch of
the spirit of cabaret as
you will find in the
Midwest! “The Company”
tries to make you feel like

you are a part of their “family.” So they include you
in little jokes going on on stage.  They would like
you to feel like you have left the real world and are a
part of the magic that happens in the theatre! They
are proud to share this with you and hope you will
accept this as their early holiday Present to you! 
www.thecompanyplayers.com

The Closest Marina to Birch Lake!
8 MILES FROM THE LAKE, IN “ZIMMYVILLE” JUST SOUTH OF US 12

Pontoon BBoat SSpecials!
2012 MANITOU PONTOONS 

Aurora 18’ Black w/Mercury 25 hp $15265.71
Aurora 20’ Burgundy w/Mercury 40 hp Bigfoot $17617.18 

Aurora 22’ Blue w/Mercury 60 hp $19402.55
Oasis 23’ SE VP Black — Rear Lounge Hi-Performance V-Toon w/Mercury 150 hp Optimax 

In-floor storage; 40 mph with four passengers! $32495.00 

2012 XCURSION PONTOONS by Forest River
X-21C Black w/40 hp Mercury Bigfoot $18995

Dock SStore SSpecials!
4 x 10 foot Pier sections

Treated Wood.........................................................................$169 
Treated Wood and Aluminum .............................................$269
Aluminum ...............................................................................$409
Anodized Aluminum .............................................................$509
Sheerline White Vinyl............................................................$549

4-foot Aluminum Post Assembly
Includes 1 crossarm, 2 posts, 2 crossarm clamps, 

2 stringer brackets, and 2 augers or 8” bottom plates. 
Post Height ...3’ .......4’ .......5’ .......6’ .........7’ .........8’ .......10’
$/assembly...$109...$117 ..$122...$128 ....$135.....$140....$155

Other Styles and Sizes available 

Otter Island Rafts 8 x 10’ (Yellow or Tan).......................................................................................................................................$1349
1400# PWC Lift .....................................................................................................................................................................................$895

69545 Sunset Blvd, Union, MI

SALES — SERVICE — STORAGE

In water/on site 
MOBILE MECHANIC
We’ll come to you!



Fleet Captain’s Corner

W
hile this week’s offering is
once again not a shanty or
work song, it is still sea

related and therefor relevant.  I first
learned this song at Camp Eberhart.
As with most of the songs we’ve
shared this summer there are many
variations.  Any way you look at it, I
think it’s fun.  

When they built the ship Titanic to sail the
ocean blue

They thought they built a ship that the water
could never get through

But the good lord raised his hand and said,
“This ship would never land.”

It was sad when the great ship went down.

(Chorus)
Oh it was sad (so sad)
Oh it was sad (too bad)

It was sad when the great ship went down to
the bottom of the sea - ea - ea - ea
(Husbands and wives little children lost

their lives)

It was sad when the great ship went down

Off the coast of England
Not very far from shore

Where the rich refused to associate with the
poor 

So they put them down below
And they were the first to go 

It was sad when the great ship went down 

(Chorus)
Oh it was sad (so sad)
Oh it was sad (too bad)

It was sad when the great ship went down to
the bottom of the sea - ea - ea - ea

(Uncles and Aunts little children lost
their pants)

It was sad when the great ship went down

The captain stood on deck with a teardrop in
his eye

As he waved the last of his passengers
goodbye

Oh, he thought he made a slip
So he went down with the ship. 

It was sad when the great ship went down. 

There are many other clever vers-
es but this will suffice for now.  

Only two more weeks to the total-
ly lame season finale.  A prize for any-
one that can guess what it is.  Also, no
one claimed the last prize where I
asked which rock group used the
phrase “luckless pedestrian.”  Answer:
Steely Dan in “Don’t Take Me Alive.”  

Thanks for Steve, Julie and Dave
for being available for overseeing our
racing, even though there was none
this week.  We all appreciate your
willingness to allow us to get out there
on the water and have it out.  Karen
Brovold will police us next week along
with any helpers that would like to
also participate.  

See you out there.  That is all.
~Fleet Commander Stu

Oh it was sad ...

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com



Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality”

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

Featured Listings:

Great home on Birch Lake with access to sandy
swimming area and pier for a GREAT price!  This 3-
bedroom walkout has fabulous lake views from every
room in the house and lakeside deck.  There is a see-
thru fireplace between the newly updated kitchen and
dining area.  New windows and exterior doors.  Make
this your year-round home or getaway.  Enjoy the 
summer today! NEW PRICE: $84,900

Very nice, all-brick
home with 100 FT
of very sandy
beach on All-Sports
Long Lake —
with access into
Coverdale Lake and
canoeing and
kayaking into the St
Joe River. This
home is very spacious and has fabulous views from all
of the large windows throughout. Gourmet kitchen with
new flooring and eating area, Two fireplaces (living and
family rooms), and rec area in lower level. New carpet
in living room and master bedroom has built-ins and
cedar closet.  Beautiful terraced landscaping and patio
with fire pit. Great home for entertaining!

Asking $445,000



Saturn and Mars have been popping
out at nightfall all month long,
gracing the southwest sky after

sunset.  Mars and Saturn, although
nowhere as brilliant as the morning
planets Venus and Jupiter, still shine on
par with the first-magnitude stars. In
early August these two planets were
very noticeable in a triangle with the
sparkling blue-white Spica.  (Remember

how to find Spica?  Follow the curve of
the handle of the Big Dipper to Arcturis
then continue the arc to Spica.  Arc to
Arcturis then speed on to Spica.)  

Unlike the morning planets Venus
and Jupiter, which are drifting apart,
the evening planets Mars and Saturn
were coming closer together during the
first half of August. In fact, from around
August 8 to 21, the celestial threesome
fit within a single binocular field of view.
Shortly after the peak of the Perseid
meteor shower Mars, Saturn and Spica
to lined up together in the evening sky. 

Because Earth in its orbit is travel-
ing away from slower-moving Mars and
Saturn, these planets will continue to
sink lower in the evening sky. At mid-
northern latitudes, like here at Birch
Lake, 11 pm local time and Saturn sets
around 11:30 pm. By the month’s end,
that’ll change to 9:30 pm for both Mars
and Saturn. By September 2012, Saturn
will set before Mars does. 

Mars, the fourth planet outward
from the sun and the next planet out-
ward from Earth, travels more rapidly
in its orbit than does slow-plodding
Saturn, the sixth planet outward from

the sun and the most distant world that
you can easily see with the unaided eye.
Hence, Mars’ angular distance changes
from 8 degrees west of Saturn in early
August to 9 degrees east of Saturn by
late August. For reference, your fist at
an arm length measures about 10
degrees of sky.

I hope you got to see the waxing
crescent moon join up with Mars and
Saturn this past week on the evenings of
August 20, 21 and 22. 

August presents all five visible plan-
ets, although the planet Mercury is only
visible for a few weeks, centered on mid-
August. The other four planets can be
seen all month long. Two planets Mars
and Saturn adorn the evening sky. As
for the morning planets Jupiter and
Venus, there’s no way you can miss
them in the predawn and dawn sky.
Venus and Jupiter rank as the third-
brightest and fourth-brightest celestial
bodies after the sun and moon. The third
morning planet, Mercury, presents its
finest apparition in the morning sky
until December 2012. 

Check it out both morning and
evening.  It’s free you know.

Stu’Stu’s Star Stuffs Star Stuff

Mars and Saturn

The Moon for Aug 25 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.685 
1.7 days since first quarter

Statistics for Aug 24
Sunrise: 7:02am
Sunset: 8:29pm

Moonrise: 4:04pm
Moonset: 12:43am

Day length: 13h 27m



ARIES (Mar. 21- April 20) You may
need to make a few alterations to your living
arrangements. You can’t live your life for others.
Patience will be of utmost importance. Be sure not
to reveal private information to the wrong individu-
als Your lucky day this week will be Monday. 

TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) Don’t take
your frustrations out on the ones you love. Avoid
letting family get involved in your personal life.
Friends may not understand your situation.
Opportunities to get ahead are evident Your lucky
day this week will be Saturday. 

GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Don’t let
criticism upset you. Hassles will delay your plans.
Expand your knowledge and sign up for courses
and seminars. Stand up and propose your ideas,
and you’ll be surprised how many people will fol-
low you. For now just do the best you can Your
lucky day this week will be Friday. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22) You’ll be
surprised how much you can accomplish. Don’t
reveal anything about your personal life that could
be used adversely. Be careful not to exaggerate
when interacting with your lover. You can make
amends by taking them somewhere special Your
lucky day this week will be Saturday. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22) Stay mellow. Your
tendency to overreact could get you into trouble.

Try a barbecue or a day at the beach. You can
meet new and exciting lovers through work related
projects Your lucky day this week will be Friday. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) You could
have a tendency to spend too much on your home
or entertainment. Travel will promote new romantic
en counters. Go over their important documents
and take the time to suggest alternatives.
Disharmony will result in a lowered vitality. Stress
may result in minor illness Your lucky day this
week will be Tuesday. 

LIBRA (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) You may
have the opportunity to get involved in some inter-
esting conversations. Don’t believe everything you
hear. Take a close look at any contracts you’ve
signed in order to be sure exactly where you
stand. Try not to upset others with your plans Your
lucky day this week will be Monday. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Although up setting, changes in your domestic situ-
ation will be favorable. You need to reevaluate
your situation. Sit tight. Things aren’t as bad as
they appear. Go after your goals and don’t be
afraid to ask for assistance Your lucky day this
week will be Thursday. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)
Don’t believe everything you hear. You should be
on the road. You may want to sign up for courses

that will encourage you to have more confidence in
yourself. This is a wonderful day to look into cours-
es or hobbies that interest you Your lucky day this
week will be Wednesday. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22.- Jan. 20)
Your ideas are good and career moves can be
realized. Try to keep an open mind. You can pick
up information that will give you an edge. Expand
your knowledge and sign up for courses and semi-
nars Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19) Don’t
be too pushy or demanding, or you may find your-
self all alone. Try to be understanding. Do not push
your opinions or try to reform your emotional part-
ner this week. You need an energetic outlet that
will help you dissipate your anxiety Your lucky day
this week will be Monday. 

PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) Your ideas
may be a little ahead of their time; don’t push
them, instead just continue working on develop-
ment. You have to feel free to come and go as you
please to achieve happiness. Travel will stimulate
your need to experience exciting new things. You
can solidify your relationship if you plan a special
evening with your mate Your lucky day this week
will be Saturday. 

YOUR HOROSCOPE



We call these Little Lori Bombs since I got the recipe
from her and they are “The Bomb.”  We keep them in
the freezer and just pop one in the microwave for a quick
and easy breakfast before a workout.  You can use any
vegetable you want. Mix it up!

Egg Cupcakes 

Pre-heat oven 350 degrees

Ingredients:
12 eggs
½ lb Sausage (Brown & Crumble)
1 Green Onion (Chopped)
9 oz Box Frozen Chopped Spinach
9 oz Box Frozen Asparagus Cuts
¼ cup chopped banana peppers

½ cup shredded Sharp
Cheddar Cheese
Salt and Pepper to
taste

Directions:
Thaw and

squeeze water out
of spinach and
asparagus. (You
gardeners can cook
fresh).  Whisk all of
your eggs along with
your desired amount of
salt and black pepper in a large bowl. Add remaining
ingredients.  Mix well.
Using a lightly greased muffin pan measure ¼ cup of the
mixture into each cup.  Yields 24.
Bake the egg cupcakes for 25 minutes in a pre-heated
350 degree oven.
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Lori Bombs

— BIRCH LAKE WORDSEARCH —

~Birch Lake Recipes~

Gone Huntin’ ...
Find the Birch Lake critters along the path to complete this week’s maze ... 



The 2012 Camp Fire Silent Auction is this week-
end! We have lots of great items in this year’s
auction, so please come out and help Camp

Tannadoonah. All proceeds from the auction items will
benefit Camp Tannadoonah programs and facilities. 

Here is a (mostly complete) list of the items up for
bidding this year:

Experiences
■ 1 week at a Florida Condo 
■ Dinner for 8 at Camp, prepared by Amber & Chas
Grundy, and Peggy & Tony Laskowksi
■ Birch Lake Bluegill Dinner for 8 at the home of Carla
and Ed Chester
■ Homemade Pizza delivered to your home by Chas
Grundy
Sports Stuff
■ 4 club seats PLUS a parking pass to the Bears vs.
Lions game (Monday Night Football, Oct 22)
■ 4 tickets to the Bears vs. Lions game (Monday Night
Football, Oct 22)
■ 2 tickets to Notre Dame vs. Stanford football game,
October 13 (2 pairs available!)
■ Notre Dame Football personalized and autographed
by Brian Kelly 
■ 4 tickets to a Notre Dame basketball game of your
choice
■ 4 tickets to a Notre Dame hockey game of your choice
PLUS 4 dining passes at O’Brien’s
■ Foursome and a cart at Signal Point Golf Club

■ 30-minute golf lesson or clinic at Signal Point Golf
Club
■ Foursome and a cart at Sauganash Golf Course
■ Open Water Scuba diving certification class 

Artwork
■ Birch Lake stained glass piece by Marty McKiernan
■ Sea Glass Mosaic Anchor by Tori James
■ Painted Mailbox from Deb Bolinger
■ Lily Resting Sculpture by Bri Karamol (Tannadoonah
counselor)
■ Framed Birch Lake Reflected photo by Bri Karamol
(Tannadoonah counselor)
■ Framed Mist through the Trees photo by Eileen
Petros (Tannadoonah camper)
■ When White and Violet Collide acrylic on canvas by
Anna Borkowski (Tannadoonah camper)
■ Moonlight on Birch acrylic on canvas by Bri Karamol
(Tannadoonah counselor)
■ Mysteries in the Amazon acrylic on canvas by Kailey
Lester (Tannadoonah camper)
■ Print of painting by Mary Firtl, former Tannadoonah
camper
■ Etched Glass items by Amber Grundy
■ “Our Cottage” sign 
■ Decorated Chair from “Chair Fairies” in South Bend

Other Items
■ $50 gift certificate to Capri Italian Restaurant
■ $25 to Corndance Tavern
■ 2 tickets to the South Bend Symphony Orchestra’s
Home for the Holidays
■ Family passes to the Studebaker Museum
■ Oil change and car wash at Dave’s Garage (6 avail-
able!) 
■ $25 gift certificate to Apollo Marine (2 available)
■ Selection of iPhone and iPad cases / battery packs
from mophie, inc.
■ Bike Helmet
■ Wine basket from Ruth’s Chris Steakhouse
■ 2 bottles of wine from Wyncroft Winery

If you can’t attend the event but still want to bid,
call or text the item(s) you want to bid on, your starting
bid, and maximum bid to me (Amber) at 574-217-4731
and I will bid for you!

~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org

574-217-4731

Camp Tannadoonah

http://tannadoonah.org

Silent Auction this weekend



ovides second home peace of mind

interize your lake home

Dave’s Residential Services
(269) 476-2797; Wireless (269) 362-0724

davehardisty@comcast.net

Handyman Repairs
● Roof to basement - inside and out

● Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows

● Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

● Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

● Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

● Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance
● Painting - interior and exterior

● Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

● Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

● We do windows

● Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
● Spring and fall yard clean up

● Tree and shrub trimming

● Rototill your garden

● Mowing and Trimming

● Fertilizing

Property Management
● Reliable caretaker

● Fulfills all absentee Homeowner’s needs

● Periodically checks your property

● Provides second home peace of mind

● Call for all lake property requirements

2012 BLYC OFFICERS 
Pam Mullin Commodore (N)....................................................476-1080

Classegirl1@comcast.net
Chas Grundy Vice Comm (H)..........................................574-968-7022

Chas.grundy@gmail.com
Holly Troeger Treasurer (E)....................................................476-9898

amvine@aol.com
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W).................................................476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Stewart Spratt Fleet Captain (N) .............................................476-2113

slsvb1@comcast.net

2012 BLYC DIRECTORS 
Bob Baucus (N).......................................................................476-2863

rebauc@aol.com
Greg Bolin (W).........................................................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Karen Brovold (W)..................................................................476-8862

karenbrovold@yahoo.com
Harold Cranmer (W) ...............................................................476-2170

dhcranmer@yahoo.com
Terry Dugan (S) .......................................................................476-2814

s581122@aol.com
Fred Freihofer (N) ...................................................................476-9823

cdfreihofer@aol.com
Patty Luecht (E).......................................................................476-2615

Pgalloway4@yahoo.com
Mike Lutz (N)............................................................................476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
Stan Pitakos (N) ...................................................476-2113

stanpitakos@yahoo.com
Steve Quinlan (W)...................................................................476-8802

stevequinlan2@yahoo.com
Vickie Rogers (C) ....................................................................476-2383

tvrogers@netscape.com
Rick Russwurm (N) ................................................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E).....................................................................476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Denise Smitley (W) .................................................................476-9000
dsmitley@industrial-pack.com

PJ Vandewalle (H)
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E)............................................................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sue Williams (S)......................................................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

NON-DIRECTOR ATTENDEES:
Jim Bolinger BLYC Homeowners’ Association Chairman (E)
....................................................................................................476-9737

debo36@comcast.net 
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee Chairman (E)
....................................................................................................476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com
Bob Waddle (E) ........................................................................476-2293

sparkybob220@comcast.net

2012 Birch Lake Yacht Club officers and directors



BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

SUPPORT THE BLYC; SUPPORT THE BIRCH LAKE COMMUNITY!

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($25 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues 

($10 / year)

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife 

Eradication Program

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____ - BLYC Roof Fund (NEW)

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:

$__________________

Name________________________________

Address______________________________

_____________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Holly Troeger
1516 Ash Dr. East
Elkhart, IN 46514

When it’s time to sell your lake property,
we can lure the right buyers.

● Direct 1st Class mail of your property 
data sheet to our buyer database

● E-mail of your property to our lake 
buyer lists with link to color web page

● Color listing of your property on 
our website, www.jerdon.net

● Direct 1st Class mail of your property data sheet to owners 
on your lake

● Color Lake Property Home guide mailed to buyers & 8,500 
lake owners

● Advertising in Illinois, Indiana & Michigan home guides
● Our own Southwest Michigan Map including lake map and 

lake size table.

Visit our website 
www.jerdon.net

(269) 782-4000



FOR SALE
Generator 5250 watt/ 6500w peak, 10 HP,
pull start, on wheels, set up for 30 amp feed to
house.  Very few hours, $300.  Sparky @ 476-
2293

Large, heavy, cast iron wood-burning heat-
ing stove.  23-1/2” x 32-1/2” x 49” high.  $750
obo.  Also for sale: hide-a-bed (double) $25
obo.  Call cell phone (574-315-1193 or home
(574) 272-0627.

22-foot, Shore Station with 2 covers; no
holes, dark green & burgundy; new cable
recently installed.  Call Becky, 574-386-8609

For sale — The most recognized pontoon
boat on Birch Lake is for Sale! Phil &
Sandy’s 1982 Crest Pontoon w/peace sign;
newer bimini top, carpet, helm, captain’s chair,
bench seat and arm rest; Newer 25 hp
Mercury 4-stroke, Bigfoot outboard.  Well main-
tained, runs great! $3,500 obo.

FOR SALE:  inexpensive PWC lift station.
Galvanized steel, winch, wood bunks.  Working
condition.  $200.  ALSO;  Wooden swing with
base, lattice sides, and top. Treated lumber.

$50  OBO 269-244-3487.

Razor electric scooter.  Good condition. $75.
Kevin 476-2166 or 773-304-8042.

Storage building /commercial property for
sale. Large, well-constructed 7600 sq-foot
building. Concrete floors, halide lighting, 3 large
bay doors, 10 self-lock storage units - 10’ X18’
each. 2 1/2 acres. 63840 Walnut Rd
(Williamsville) $133,900 call David Bouwkamp
734 358 6112.

For Sale: Antique Story and Clark pump
organ. In
good work-
ing  condi-
tion. Best
offer. Call
574-215-
5902.

For Sale:
Ping pong
table - $60
Lane cedar chest - $100
5-piece antiqued dinette set - $100
Butcher-block prep table - $75
Singer Sewing Machine/cabinet/chair - $50
Antique secretary - $150
Antique pie table - $125
3 queen Comforter sets - $20 each
Karavan PWC Trailer  $195
Call Machallecks  476-2642

Looking for unique, fun, artsy jewelry?
Stop by the Curtis-Miller cottage at 63148 Birch
Road (East Side - Blue Metal Roof) on Sunday,
August 26th from Noon to 4:00 for the
Tamajesy Roar Trunk Show.  Hand crafted

beaded bracelets, necklaces, earrings, rings,
lanyards and more made by talented artist
Tamara Michalina of El Paso, Texas.  Check
out the website to preview her one-of-a-kind
pieces @ www.tamajesyroar.com.

‘Surprised by Beauty’ — Photographic artist,
Carol Dugan, is offering for sale, cards, matted
work and giclee canvas work.  Many images
are local.  Her work is displayed at LA Cafe in
Three Rivers and Farmhouse Bakery in
Vandalia.  At Farmhouse Bakery, Carol will do
a ‘Meet the Artist’ day on Friday, August 17, 9
am to 2 pm.  Her lake phone is   476-2814.
Email  CDugan5310@aol.com 

FOUND
A really nice yellow chair floaty with cup
holders showed up on the north shore.
Call 476-2407 to claim.

WANTED
Wanted:  Looking for small 6HP boat for our
boys on Birch. Email rlbender@gmail.com or
stop by grey A-frame on the cove. Bob Bender.

Almost ready to sail. All I need is a rudder for
a Sunfish. Please contact Bill Carpenter
Cottage 12.   574-340-5559

HOMES FOR SALE
Delightful Eastside A-Frame lakefront cot-
tage.  New on the market — contact Ilene
Golden at 574-360-8766

BirchLakeHomeForSale.com

FOR RENT
Cottage for rent - $600 weekly - will discuss
weekend rental too. Call 574-360-8766.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
E-mail sailorphil@philvitale.com ... mail or drop to 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 

http://birchlakeblog.wordpress.com/



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

●● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

●● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

●● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

●● Boat Covers and Tops
●● Canvas Repair
●● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ●● SERVICE ●● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ●● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com


