
“Don’t cry because it’s over,
smile because it happened.”

~Dr. Seuss

To the sailors, the swimmers, the
fishers, and skiers

The people who help neighbors
to put in their piers

Committees who keep the lake so
safe and so clean

And event chairs who enable our
lively social scene

To the board of directors who toler-
ate meetings

And the vice commodore who soon
will be leading

The fleet captain who insisted that
he wouldn’t write

And the astronomer who kept our
eyes skyward each night

The fine Barker team that delivered

this news
And its editor whose persistence you

cannot refuse
Let’s not forget my in-laws, who

stayed at the lake
Sherry and Bill, the many contribu-

tions they make
But finally my family I must cer-

tainly include
Elyse my sweet lady, Avery my cool

dude
And Amber’s great patience with my

commodore’s duties
Which deprived me of time to spend

with her beauty
But the job of the commodore I had

to undertake
For the sake of the community, for

the good of the lake
And because this year as the com-

modore was a joy to go through
To all of you I now say, from the bot-

tom of my heart, thank you.
~ Commodore Chas

From the incoming Commodore
Well, here we are, the last printed

Barker of 2013.  I can’t believe we are
thinking about the Fall Dinner, the chili
cookoff, and getting ready to take the
toys out of the lake and start putting
them away.  What I REALLY find hard
to believe, is that Chas is writing his last
column, and I have begun writing the
first of many!  I know this year’s chang-
ing of the guard is a little different, since
the Fall Dinner is Sept. 7, but it will still
get done.  I hope you have all gotten

Not too long ago this was a caterpillar ... hope everyone has a butterfly kind of off-season.  Printed Barker will be back next Memorial Day weekend.

Weekend of August 31, 2013

The official publication of the
BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

The Birch Barker is always soliciting and accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, put
the items in the stone newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore), mail to Phil Vitale, 102 So. Broadway, Cassopolis, MI
49031, or fax to (269) 445-9200.  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or any other materials returned.  To

contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680 or (269) 445-9200, or BLYC Commodore Chas Grundy, 269-476-7062.       --Phil Vitale, editor

Commodore’s Comments 2013 BLYC Calendar

Sept. 7..................BLYC Board Meeting, 9am
Sept. 7.............................Fall Dinner 5:30 pm
Sept. 7.....................................Sailing Awards
October 12 ................Chili Cookoff AND Card

& Game Night — 6 pm

Note: ALL dates and times are subject to change.
Watch the Online Barker for updates!

The passing of the life jacket



LLuuttzz CCoonnccrreettee

BBee tthhee ffiirrsstt

— Birch Lake Notes —
your reservations in for dinner (since the
deadline is THIS weekend) and are
going to be in attendance .  You won’t
want to miss when I announce....(Your
Name Here)...as the new vice com-
modore! 

Most of you know me, but for those
of you that may not, I am (Bad) Patty
Luecht.  My husband Bill and I live on
the east side, about 1/2 mile north of the
public landing.  We have the smallest
cottage on the lake, but the ONLY
Flamingo Room.  Bill has been coming to
Birch Lake since his aunt and uncle
bought the place in the early 60’s.  I
have been tagging along since the mid-
80’s.  Our kids Katie and John have
been coming up since they were just a
few months old.  Unfortunately, we can
only be here from April thru October,
because our “big” house is in Danville,
Indiana, and we haven’t hit the lottery,
so we still have to work.   However,
when we are here, we enjoy every
minute!  I can honestly say, this is my
favorite place to be!   

I’m not looking forward to winter, but
I know in April when the rock bugs
hatch and the frogs are croaking I will
be back to the lake.  It never gets old!!!!
Have a nice, short (I hope) winter and
...THINK SPRING!!!!

~Bad Patty, vice commodore

LAST CHANCE!!!! DON’T DELAY!!!!
Reservations for the Fall dinner

MUST be in by August 31st!!!!!

Drop checks to any of the following:
($25 per person made out to BLYC):
East — Phil & Sandy Vitale, or Bad
Patty Luecht
South — Pam VanHuffel or Sue
Williams (if she’s back from vacation)
West — Denise Smitley
North — Amy Lutz

~Thanks, Bad Patty, VC.

2014 Birch Lake Calendars
The 2014 Birch Lake Calendars are

here! Get your copies for $15 each from
Carla Chester or Linda Yoshizawa (East
Side), Vickie Rogers (Cove), or Sue
Williams (South Side). Thanks to all the
talented Birch Lake photographers who
together submitted over 70 photos this
year.

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts
17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI 

(269) 279-7973 mmtlconcrete@aol.com

Later this year Lutz Concrete will be
installing a beautiful compass rose made 
of stamped and stained concrete (see
photo at right) in a new concrete 
garage-style apron at the entrance 
of the Birch Lake Yacht Club.

This design is an example 
of the services and products 
available for our our friends 
and neighbors at Birch Lake!

Interested in a whole new 
“nautical” look for your plain old 
garage or entrance?

Call us today!

Big thanks to our good neighbor Duffy Dufor for continuing to supply us with the great
paintings for the Birch Barker ... Keep it up, Duffy!



— Birch Lake Notes —
Change of Schedule

Attention ... the Game Night previ-
ously scheduled in September has been
changed to OCTOBER 12th and will be
combined with the Chili Cook Off.  The
event(s) will begin at 6 pm at the Yacht
Club.

You’re Invited
Birch lakers are invited to the Silver

Wedding Anniversary of  Keith & Becky
Beers at an open house celebrating
their 25 years of marriage on Saturday
Sept. 14, from 3 - 6 pm at the Pleasant
View Church of Christ, 60550 Crooked
Creek Rd in Cassopolis. Please RSVP
regrets only: Call or text 574-350-5529
or 269-228-1193 Via Facebook: Rachel
Russey, or Linda Brossman  

Last Printed Barker this season
This is the last printed Birch Barker

of the Season.  
Big thanks to all the advertisers

who supported the Barker this year (ok,
there’s a couple who haven’t paid yet but
if they don’t, I’ll let you know so we can
boycott their businesses!).

Thanks also to the dozens of people
who chip in their time and talents every
year and sent in articles, new items,
photos, funnies, original art, and all of
the other things we love to see while
we’re relaxing on Saturday mornings on
our piers!  Thanks also to the whole
crew who picks up, distributes and deliv-

ers the Barker around the lake.
Assuming the Yacht Club approves

it, beginning in October I’ll be sending
out the Online Barker monthly.  If
you’re not signed up (or if you’ve
changed addresses), drop me your email
at sailorphil@philvitale.com and I’ll get
your name added to the list.

Have a great Fall and Winter!
~pv

Como Christmas
It is with heavy hearts that I send

this note to you. We have reached an
impasse with Battell Center as they are
refusing to sell our tickets. We will pro-
vide new info as soon as we can find
another home.

~Wendy Como

Memorial for Helen Weesner
There will be a graveside memorial

for Helen Weesner, on Sept. 27 at 10:30
am at Prairie Street Cemetery in
Elkhart.  Please let people at the lake
know if they want to join us we would be
honored.

Directions to the cemetery: South on
Main Street to Hively.  Right (west) for
about 1/2 mile.  The cemetery is on the
left.  The site is in Section 5, plot 107.  

~Leslie Pattullo

Birch Lake directory
If you’re new to the lake, didn’t

receive a directory last year (updated

2012), or would like an additional copy
we have a limited number available. The
first one is free, additional copies are $3.
Please contact Celia Fallon at 476-1467.

Question of the
week:

?
Question: What year did

Camp Tannadoonah come to
Birch Lake?

Answer:
Camp Tannadoonah moved to

Birch Lake in 1929 from
Pleasant Lake near

Edwardsburg, Michigan.  That’s
84 years campers have been

enjoying the lake.

Thanks to Bud Zesinger for
providing the Questions (and

Answers) of the week this sum-
mer ... it’s been a nice addition

to the summer Barker!



Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

— Birch Lake Notes —

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

Congratulations to Ashlee and Kyle Dombrowski who were married last
Saturday in ELkhart.  Ashlee is the daughter of Bob & Sandy Baucus
(north side).

photo by Bad Patty

Under the threat of missing the last Birch Barker for the 2013 summer
season, Everett Bernard Schlemmer arrived early Monday morning.
Proud parents are Callie and Jared Schlemmer, and ecstatic grandparents
are Bernie and Blair Garceau (east side). 



— Barker kids of the Week —

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
2013 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

SUPPORT THE BLYC; SUPPORT THE BIRCH LAKE COMMUNITY!

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues 

($10 / year)

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife 

Eradication Program

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____ - BLYC Roof Fund (NEW)

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:

$__________________

Name________________________________

Address______________________________

_____________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Holly Troeger
1516 Ash Dr. East
Elkhart, IN 46514

Dan Waxman (east side) submitted this photo of his nephew Ike Lopez and father Alberto
taking a trio of Terriers (Scout, Kolby and Domino) on a paddle boat ride.

Thank you
Birch Lake 

~ The
Kintzlers

Taylor, Macey, Parker, and Layla Gableman give a
group hug at Grandma and Grandpa Phipps house on
a weekly summer somemore/weenie roast.



Fleet Captain’s Corner

For the last month or so, I have
been asking for some type of wind
for our Sunday races!  This last

weekend, I finally got my request!
Winds were out of  the southwest at
about 5 to 10 mph — which is probably
the most wind we have seen for some
time, at least on a Sunday. Our racing
was delayed for an hour due to the lack
of early winds!  

Thanks to all the sailors that waited

to begin our weekend ritual. 
Now we only have our Labor Day

Regatta which will be Saturday and
Sunday, with Monday as a rainout date!!
Hope to see everyone out there!

Thanks, to our generous committee
boat participants, that took time out of
their busy Sunday to operate the com-
mittee boat, Chas, Amber, Avery, Elyse,
Bill and Sheri.  I want to say thanks to
“Bad Patty” for all her help in organizing

the schedule and doing a majority of the
races, I could not have done it without
you!!  

~Fleet Cap’n Mike 

Committee Boat Schedule:
Labor Day Regatta

August 31 — Bad Patty
Sept. 1 — Bad Patty

Sept. 2 (if needed) — OPEN

Let there be wind ...

Sailing results and standings to date

RON COLBORN

Water Temperature charts provided by Steve Quinlan (west side)

Thanks to Mr. Bob for the protest note ...

Race........................................................23 .......................................24 ...................................25.................................Total ...............................Point
Date .....................................................25-Aug................................25-Aug ...........................25-Aug ............................Points .............................Average
MC Scow .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Scott Troeger  #1489 ...............................3 .........................................1 .....................................6 .................................27562 ................................1531
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ..................................2 .........................................3 .....................................4 .................................28400 ................................1495
Bill Luecht  #1579 ....................................1 .........................................5 .....................................1 .................................34822 ................................1393
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2412 ..............................................................2 .....................................2 .................................29127 ................................1387
Phil Vitale  #500 .......................................5 .........................................7 ..................................DSQ ..............................34532 ................................1381
Gib Eberhart  #916...................................6 .........................................8 .....................................7 .................................27428 ................................1306
Bob King  #1199.......................................4 .........................................4 .....................................5 .................................24110 ................................1339
Dave Olson  #1979 ..................................7 .........................................6 .....................................3 .................................17129 ................................1224
Rick Harman #379 ...........................................................................................................................................................3614 .................................1205
Patrick O’Brien .................................................................................................................................................................2883 ..................................961

Sunfish...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................
Stewart Spratt ..........................................2 .........................................2 .....................................1 .................................24820 ................................1551
Erica Vitale (White) ..........................................................................................................................................................8757 .................................1460
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue)...................1 .........................................1 .....................................2 .................................28996 ................................1526
Sandy Vitale (White) ............................................................................4 .....................................4 .................................34992 ................................1458
Chris Spratt (Blue/Green).........................3 .........................................3 .....................................3 .................................20082 ................................1434
Brad Davis........................................................................................................................................................................5494 .................................1374
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) ....................4 .........................................5 .....................................5 .................................30087 ................................1368
Katie Luecht (White/Red/Blue).........................................................................................................................................2665 .................................1333
Peter Soldoto ...................................................................................................................................................................7780 .................................1297
Bill Butler .........................................................................................................................................................................23366 ................................1298
Amy Lutz (Yellow/Blue) ....................................................................................................................................................7374 .................................1229

Italians file protest in America’s Cup



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

Money can’t buy happiness, but it sure makes misery easier to live with.

There’s a fine line between cuddling and holding someone down so they
can’t get away.

I used to be indecisive. Now I’m not so sure.

You’re never too old to learn something stupid.



Let’s part company on a whimsical
note.  Many of my offerings in
the past may have perhaps had a

somewhat editorial agenda, making
them only tangentially related to our
intended subject of the Earth, Moon,
stars, galaxies and the answer to the
ultimate question of life, the universe
and everything.  A specific example I
could site might be my Andy Rooney-
style questioning of the sanity of
“Indiana Standard Time” (again and for
all, no such thing) back when sanity was
about to prevail in the early two-thou-
sands. 

Douglas Adams, a now-deceased
British author, wrote a “trilogy” of five
books published between 1979 and 1992
beginning with “The Hitchhiker’s Guide
to the Galaxy” and I’ve found the series
of tales equally tangential, immensely
entertaining, and chock full of quotes
that you might wish you could remem-
ber at the next cocktail party had you
not learned them at the previous cock-
tail party.  

In brief, the series of books follows
the adventures of Arthur Dent, a hap-
less Englishman, and Trillian, a woman
Arthur once met at a party in Islington
and the only other human survivor of
Earth’s destruction.

Some of my favorites include:
■ All you really need to know for the
moment is that the universe is a lot
more complicated than you might think,
even if you start from a position of
thinking it’s pretty damn complicated in
the first place.
■ There is a theory which states that if
ever anyone discovers exactly what the
Universe is for and why it is here, it will
instantly disappear and be replaced by
something even more bizarre and inex-
plicable. There is another theory which

states that this has already happened.
■ “You know,” said Arthur, “it’s at times
like this, when I’m trapped in a Vogon
airlock with a man from Betelgeuse, and
about to die of asphyxiation in deep
space that I really wish I’d listened to
what my mother told me when I was
young.”

“Why, what did she tell you?”
“I don’t know, I didn’t listen.”

■ Space, it says, is big. Really big. You
just won’t believe how vastly, hugely,
mindbogglingly big it is. I mean, you
may think it’s a long way down the road
to the chemist’s, but that’s just peanuts
to space.
■ Nothing travels faster than the speed
of light with the possible exception of
bad news, which obeys its own special
laws.
■ (for Phil) — There is an art, it says, or
rather, a knack to flying. The knack lies
in learning how to throw yourself at the
ground and miss.
■ The disadvantages involved in pulling
lots of black sticky slime from out of the
ground where it had been safely hidden
out of harm’s way, turning it into tar to
cover the land with, smoke to fill the air
with and pouring the rest into the sea,
all seemed to outweigh the advantages
of being able to get more quickly from
one place to another.
■ A common mistake that people make
when trying to design something com-
pletely foolproof is to underestimate the
ingenuity of complete fools.
■ He hoped and prayed that there was-
n’t an afterlife. Then he realized there
was a contradiction involved here and
merely hoped that there wasn’t an after-
life.
■ (My favorite) — That young girl is one
of the least benightedly unintelligent
organic life forms it has been my pro-

found lack of pleasure not to be able to
avoid meeting.
■ And finally — It is known that there
are an infinite number of worlds, simply
because there is an infinite amount of
space for them to be in. However, not
every one of them is inhabited.
Therefore, there must be a finite number
of inhabited worlds. Any finite number
divided by infinity is as near to nothing
as makes no odds, so the average popu-
lation of all the planets in the Universe
can be said to be zero. From this it fol-
lows that the population of the whole
Universe is also zero, and that any peo-
ple you may meet from time to time are
merely the products of a deranged imag-
ination.

Have a great fall, winter, spring.
Check out the show often.  It’s always
free.  So long, and thanks for all the fish.

~Stewart Spratt — Celebrating my
50th summer at Birch Lake

The Moon for  August 31 
(At Midnight, US Central time, as viewed

from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.160 
3.9 days after last quarter 

Sunrise: 7:08am
Sunset: 8:20pm

Moonrise: 2:35am
Moonset: 5:19pm

Day length: 13h 12m  

Stu’Stu’s Star Stuffs Star Stuff
Musings from a cool frood with a towel



ARIES — (Mar. 21-April 20) —  You’ll find it easy to meet new peo-
ple. If you’re looking to do something worthwhile, consider volunteer work.
Opportunities will develop through those you encounter while attending organi-
zational events. Social functions will bring you in touch with new lovers. Your
lucky day this week will be Saturday. 

TAURUS — (Apr. 21-May 21) — You need to be careful not to
make promises that you can’t fulfill. Set your goals and stick to your guns. You
can enhance your cash flow if you pick up additional skills. Do not invest in ven-
tures that only appear to be lucrative. Your lucky day this week will be Saturday. 

GEMINI — (May 22-June 21) — Try to spend time with those hav-
ing similar interests. You may want to pull out some of those unfinished project
you’ve got tucked away. You may want to try your hand at a little creative writing.
Don’t let your boss get the better of you. The distance may make you both
appreciate each other more.  Your lucky day this week will be Tuesday. 

CANCER — (June 22-July 22) — Your energetic nature and ability
to initiate projects will add to your popularity. Don’t let your partner get you going.
You are best to travel or attend lectures or seminars. Work quietly behind the
scenes. Arguments could prevail. Your lucky day this week will be Monday. 

LEO — (July 23-Aug 22) — Don’t make excuses. Your fun loving
approach will be admired and appreciated by others. You can certainly gain pop-
ularity; however, don’t do it by paying for everyone else. Empty promises are
evident; therefore, get it in writing, to be safe. Your lucky day this week will be
Monday. 

VIRGO — (Aug. 23 -Sept. 23) — Travel should be on your agen-
da. Exaggeration or deception coupled with overindulgence might be a problem.
You need a job with more responsibility and a higher wage. You can get good
solid advice from relatives or close friends you trust.  Your lucky day this week
will be Saturday. 

LIBRA — (Sept. 24 -Oct. 23) — Try not to lend or borrow money
or belongings this week. You can make favorable real estate offers this week.
Empty promises will cause upset. Sort situations out as best you can. Watch
your spending habits. Your lucky day this week will be Monday. 

SCORPIO — (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) — Financial affairs do not look too
favorable this week. Someone you like may be receptive and actively seeking
your company. You can put in some overtime and make extra cash. You can
make career changes that may put you in a much higher earning bracket.  Your
lucky day this week will be Monday. 

SAGITTARIUS — (Nov. 23 -Dec. 21) — Arguments with rela-
tives may lead to a split in the family. Don’t avoid situations that may deteriorate;
try to mend them. You may want to make changes that will not be to their liking.
You will gain a lot if you listen.  Your lucky day this week will be Sunday. 

CAPRICORN — (Dec 22.- Jan. 20) — Exercise is always a good
way to relieve stress. You may interest some of them in a service you have to
offer. You can get a lot done if you get your hands on the right equipment.
Creative pursuits should payoff.  Your lucky day this week will be Saturday. 

AQUARIUS — (Jan. 21 -Feb. 19) — Don’t overdo it. You need to
enjoy yourself. You can anger others quickly this week. Avoid overspending on
items for your home. Take time to help a friend who hasn’t been feeling well. You
need to fulfill your needs and pre sent your talents. Your lucky day this week will
be Tuesday. 

PISCES — (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) — Learn some new skills that will
increase your in come. Your ideas may be good, but they aren’t necessarily right
for everyone. Your emotional partner will push all the right buttons this week.
Generosity will put you in the poorhouse.  Your lucky day this week will be
Monday. 

YOUR HOROSCOPE



Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

XPrice
Reduced!

Price
Reduced!



~Birch Lake Recipes~

—BIRCH LAKE MAZE—

“My family loves
these and they
fall apart when
you cut them 
with your fork.”
Ingredients:

1 cup crushed butter crackers 
garlic salt to taste 
ground black pepper to taste 
3 eggs, beaten 
4 pork chops 

1/2 cup butter 

Directions:

1.Preheat oven to 375 degrees F
(190 degrees C).

2.In a shallow bowl combine
crushed crackers, garlic salt and
pepper; mix well. In a separate
bowl beat eggs.

3.Dip your pork chops in the egg
batter and then in the cracker
mixture. Place the pork chops in

a casserole dish. Place chunks of
the butter around the pork
chops. Cover and bake for 45
minutes.

Famous Pork Chops



So long, farewell… Until next year,
that is!

What a great summer it has
been for Camp Tannadoonah! We fin-
ished with 635 campers for the summer.
It was fun, and exciting, and busy
almost all year long, which is exactly the
way we like it. It’s more fun with more
kids!

We are looking forward to a calen-
dar full of exciting fall and events. We

try to offer monthly events, to keep our
campers and club members involved
with Camp and Camp Fire. All of our
programs are open to kids ages 5-16.  

Here’s a tentative calendar for the
upcoming months:
September 27-29: Club group camping 
October 11-13: Fall Camp 
November: Harvest Party
November: Camp Work Day
December: Craft Workshop

January: Bowling 
February:
Valentine’s Dance

We’re already
working on our
plans for the 2014
camp calendar.
Some preliminary
ideas include
adding a new game
called “9 Square in
the Air,” offering
wakeboarding, and
possibly changing
the way we set up
our themes for the
weeks. We’re also
looking at some
new early bird dis-
counts, and a new
setup for our

camper referral program.
In addition to potential program-

ming changes, we’re hoping to do some
pretty substantial updating of some of
our cabins and facilities. These may
include updates to the “adventure cab-
ins,” shower house upgrades, a new
porch and roof on the camp store / hand-
craft building, and hopefully a few oth-
ers! 

Lots of other ideas are “percolating”
as we start thinking about our plans for
next year. If you have any ideas for new
programs, or things we could add or
change at camp, please feel free to share
them with me. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone
on the lake this holiday weekend!

~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org

574-217-4731

Camp Tannadoonah
What a great summer!

http://tannadoonah.org



ovides second home peace of mind

interize your lake home

Dave’s Residential Services
(269) 476-2797; Wireless (269) 362-0724

davehardisty@comcast.net

Handyman Repairs
● Roof to basement - inside and out

● Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows

● Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

● Decks and fences; fascia and soffits

● Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

● Piers and Seawalls

Home Maintenance
● Painting - interior and exterior

● Snow removal - sidewalks, driveways & roofs

● Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair

● We do windows

● Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
● Spring and fall yard clean up

● Tree and shrub trimming

● Rototill your garden

● Mowing and Trimming

● Fertilizing

Property Management
● Reliable caretaker

● Fulfills all absentee homeowner’s needs

● Periodically checks your property

● Provides second home peace of mind

● Call for all lake property requirements

2013 BLYC Officers 
Chas Grundy Comm (H).................476-7062

Chas.grundy@gmail.com
Patty Luecht (E)..............................476-2615

Pgalloway4@yahoo.com
Holly Troeger Treasurer (E) ...........476-9898

amvine@aol.com
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)........476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N)............476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com

2013 BLYC Directors 
Bob Baucus (N) ..............................476-2863

rebauc@aol.com
Greg Bolin (W) ................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Karen Brovold (W) .........................476-8862

karenbrovold@yahoo.com

Harold Cranmer (W).......................476-2170
dhcranmer@yahoo.com

Terry Dugan (S) ..............................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E) ................................476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Fred Freihofer (N)...........................476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Pam Mullin (N) .................................476-1080
Classegirl1@comcast.net

Steve Quinlan (W) ..........................476-8802
stevequinlan2@yahoo.com

Vickie Rogers (C) ...........................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N)........................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) ............................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Denise Smitley (W).........................476-9000
dsmitley@industrial-pack.com

PJ Vandewalle (H)...........................476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S)..................269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E) ..................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sue Williams (S) .............................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

NON-DIRECTOR
ATTENDEES:

Jim Bollinger BLYC Homeowners’
Association 

Chairman (E)..................................476-9737
debo36@comcast.net 

Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E)...................................476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com
Bob Waddle (E) ...............................476-2293

sparkybob220@comcast.net



FOR SALE
BIRCH LAKE HOME located at 14878
Lakeshore Drive, 1240 sq. ft. on 52 ft. lakefront
lot.  Bedroom and bath on main floor, 3 bed-
rooms in upstairs loft.  Fireplace and central air.
Detached 2 stall garage.  Sewer assessment
paid in full.  $335,000.  Call (269)476-2642.

1998 24 FOOT AQUA PATIO Anniversary fish-
ing/ sports edition pontoon, trolling motor, live
well, front swivel seats, elect. anchor, SS tow
bar and 70 HP four stroke Evinrude.  Stored
indoors/ always on lift.  Low hours.  $6,000
(includes older Shore Station lift)  Bob Waddle
476-2293

COUCH, MATCHING ARM CHAIR, AND
SWIVEL ROCKER - $150. Pick up at Birch
Lake. Call Beth 269 428-3347 or 269 449-7181 

WOODEN PIER ... approx. 60’ long with 16’
wide deck at end for lounging the day away!  All
upright pieces included as well as aluminum
step ladder for attaching to pier.  $500 OBO.
Call Vanessa, 476-8885or 630-988-2225

Do you know anyone who would like to be on
Birch in a completely renovated, spacious, 3
bed, 2.5 bath HOME WITH LAKE ACCESS —
Price Reduced! Call 574-215-0336.

FOR SALE NEAR YACHT CLUB: four lots
approved for building worth $13,500 each or
closest best offer. Get several people together
and buy two and you can build (maybe a pole
barn, guest cabin, house, etc.!). Call 574-596-
2154

KIDS’ RAZOR E300 ELECTRIC SCOOTER.
Rechargeable.  $75, Kevin. 773-304-8042 or
269-476-2166

Available for purchase —  ARTISTIC

PHOTOGRAPHY IMAGES from near and far.
Frameable cards, as well as matted work, can-
vas and metal pieces.  Custom work is wel-
comed.  Call Carol at 476-2814 or email
CDugan5310@aol.com  Besides participating in
regional art shows, Carol’s images contribute to
the collections at Michiana Hematology and
Oncology.

WIND SURFER SAILING UNIT, complete with
extra accessories. Very good condition. $450
OBO. Located at Birch Lake. Call Jim at 574-
276-7903

FOR RENT
BIRCH LAKE COTTAGE FOR RENT. Located
on the west side of Birch Lake, just off Walnut
Road.  Weekly rental - $650.  Times:  In
Sunday 10 a.m.  Out the following Saturday by
12 (noon).  To reserve your week call 269-476-
2744

ATTRACTIVE COTTAGE FOR RENT for Notre
Dame games, fall leaf viewing or Swiss Valley
skiing.  Spectacular view of Birch Lake from
oversized deck.  Four bedrooms, 2 baths,
sleeps 8-9 people.  Call (574) 386-8609.

STOLEN/REWARD
EARLY 1970’S 6 HP EVINRUDE (white with
blue/red accents cover and blue lower unit) was
brazenly taken off our fishing boat the night of
Thursday, Aug. 15 while we slept close by. $100
reward for it’s return and/or information leading
to the arrest and prosecution of these criminals.
Watch your stuff, unfortunately it can even hap-
pen at Birch Lake. Cottage #133 on the east
side. Tom @ 253-279-5907

SERVICES OFFERED
PROPANE GRILL TANK SERVICE, $15 pick-
up/delivery included. If you run out I have spare
tanks I can loan to you. Bill Butler 574-596-

1343, or 269-476-9905.

YOGA ON BIRCH LAKE — Private or small
group one-hour classes by appointment at your
house or mine. Call or email me for details:
Suzette Vandewalle, 200hr, RYT, 476-7086
svandewa2000@yahoo.com

LOST & FOUND
Found: BLACK MUD MASTER INNERTUBE.
Call 269-476-7073. (Unless you are Rick and
Patti Russwurm. In that case we are keeping it)
Claudia and Dennis Phipps

Found: BLACK WILDERNESS WAKEBOARD
cover and a foam kickboard. Call 574-596-2154
unless you are Rick and Patti Russwurm. In
that case we are keeping it. (Inside joke in case
you didn’t guess).

Found: BLUE PADDLE BOAT found in Cove.
Contact Bergans at 269-476-9359 or email at
lkbergan@live.com.

Found:  Washed up on the south shore last
week; A VERY NICE YELLOW KAYAK.  Call
476-2461

Found: BLUE KICKBOARD ... pick it up at the
group pier, middle of the east shore

Found:  SKI JACKET on the north shore. Call
Jan at 847-846-8600. 

WANTED
Want to Borrow: A SMALL FLAT-BOTTOM
BOAT to be used in Middlebury Elementary
Library for the 2013-14 school year. The boat
would be used for students kindergarten
through 3rd grade to climb into and read while
in the Library. Call 574-535-3733  or email
balljkb@aol.com. 

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker’s
Whether iit’s aa fformal ddinner oor ssimply hhanging oout wwith

friends, wwe mmake iit oour mmission tto pprovide oour ccustomers wwith
a ggreat ddining eexperience aat aan aaffordable pprice. 

Stop iin aanytime, oor ggive uus aa ccall tto mmake rreservations.

Daily 
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERVICE * STORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Polar Kraft Aluminum Fishing Boats,

Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards 

eaglelakemarine.com 

269-699-5103
south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

http://birchlakeblog.wordpress.com/





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

●● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

●● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

●● Boat Covers and Tops

●● Canvas Repair

●● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ●● SERVICE ●● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ●● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com


