
It’s so great to be here at Birch Lake 
on this Memorial Day Weekend!  
This is the weekend things get done!!  

Piers jutting out from the shoreline, 
rafts floating in the water, anxiously 
awaiting kids to come play “king of the 
mountain”…. (do they play that, any-
more???)  It all means winter is 
FINALLY behind us and we can get 
back to the beauty of Birch Lake!  
	 Last Saturday many of us met 
for the Spring Dinner at Lunker’s in 
Edwardsburg.  It was nice to gather 
with old and new friends to catch up and 
share the evening.  I would like to thank 
everyone for coming out and hope you 
had an enjoyable time.  Many thanks to 
those who pitched in and helped make 
things run smooth.   Deb Bolinger for 
doing the check in table, and Deb Spratt 
and Carol Freihofer for selling raffle 
tickets.  Money from the raffle will be 
used towards the awesome fireworks 
display that we will enjoy on July 5.  

	 Also, if you missed this first oppor-
tunity to sign up for manning a commit-
tee boat  some Sunday morning, don’t 
hesitate to give our Fleet Captain Mike 
Lutz or his lovely first mate Amy a call, 
and they will get you on the list.  It is 
not hard ... (Obviously, if I can do it!!!) ...   
and it’s so much fun to be out there on a 
beautiful morning watching the races!  
So put a crew together and mark that off 
your bucket list!
	 There are many events planned for 
the summer.  On June 14, Vice Commo-
dore Fry (as he likes to be addressed) 
and I will host the Commodore/Vice 
Commodore party at the BLYC.  It will 
be MOTOWN NIGHT!!!!!  and Birch 
Lakers will be rockin’ and rollin’!  You 
won’t want to miss the evening.  Watch 
for details in the next Barker, as we 
finalize the details.  
	 Mark your calendars for the Spa-
ghetti Dinner on June 21.  This year it 
will be hosted by the South Side at the 
BLYC.  I’m sure it will be delicious and it 
means I won’t have to cook that eve-
ning!! WINNER!!!  

	 Finally on Saturday, June 28 there 
will be a very special – and what I hope 
will become an annual event – the Don 
Harman Birch Lakers’ Regatta!  For-
merly the “Kids’ Regatta,” it is being 
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Commodore’s Comments 2014 Birch Lake Calendar

May 24, 25, 26	�����������������Memorial Day Regatta
June 14...... Commodore/Vice Commodore Party 

— MOTOWN NIGHT, 7 pm, BLYC, 
June 21	���������������������������Spaghetti Dinner, BLYC
June 28	����������������Kids' Regatta - need organizer
July 4, 5, 6	��������������BL 4th of July Regatta 11am
July 5	����������������������������������� BL Boat Parade 2pm
July 5	���������������������������������Fireworks - Birch Lake
July 6	������������������������������������ Fireworks Rain Date
July 6	���������Pancake Breakfast 8:30-11am Camp 
July 18	�����������������������BL Ladies' Golf 9 am - TBA
July 25	���������������� BL Men's Golf - need organizer
July 25	�������������������� BL Ladies on the Lake - TBA
Aug 2	��������� Corn and Sausage BLYC - time TBA 
Aug 16	�����������������������������������Camp T Hog Roast
Aug 23	����������������������������BLYC Fall Dinner - TBA
May 2, 2015	��������������������������BLYC Spring Dinner

Dates subject to change.  
Watch the Barker for updates!
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changed to give the opportunity to any-
one of any age to get out and catch the 
sailing fever.  Don encouraged so many 
to sail.  My better half, Bill, started sail-
ing because of Don’s encouragement, and 
Katie our daughter got bit by the sailing 
bug while on the “Pickle” with Phil and 
Sandy Vitale during a kids’ regatta that 
Don and Lind hosted.  So, if you or any-
one you know ever thought, “Wow! That 
looks like fun! It would really be cool 
to try to sail!” here is your opportunity!  
We will begin at the Lutz’s house on the 
North Shore at 11 am, and after the re-
gatta there will be refreshments.  So give 
it some thought and try something new!
	 I am happy to announce that the 
Men’s Golf Outing on July 25 has a new 
chairperson.  Peter Sodato, has gracious-
ly agreed to organize this year’s event, 
and I’m sure he could use your help 
and sponsorships.  Peter has recently 
purchased a home on the hill, so he now 
a full-time resident here at the lake! 
	 And last but not least, the boat pa-
rade will be July 5 at 2 pm.   Dick Bend-
er has once again agreed to have his 
pier be the start/finish for the parade. 
Thank you so much, Dick!  Linda Curtis 
and Sue Waddle will again organize the 
parade.   This year’s theme will be….. 
(drum roll, please!) JUST YOUR IMAG-
INATION!!!! So it is anything you desire 
(keeping it in good taste and using good 
common sense) that you are capable of 
designing.  This should make for a very 
fun and interesting parade.  Let’s get 
your thinking caps on and your creative 
juices flowing!
	 Have a safe and fun Memorial Day.  
Please take a moment to reflect why 
we are enjoying this wonderful 3 day 
weekend with our family and friends, 
and take time to thank a veteran for all 
the rights and freedom we enjoy.   
	 And remember to watch for the pink 
lights!   “Pink is not just a color…. It’s an 
attitude!”

~Bad Patty, Commodore 2014

3 Garage Sales this Saturday
	 THREE Garage Sales on Saturday, 
May 24, Memorial weekend at the 
Olson's, Garceau's (new home) and 
Whiteman's garages at 8 am. BE 
THERE!

Thank you from Blair
	 Thank you to my Birch Lake family 
for all of your thoughtfulness, cards and 
caring during my Mom's illness and 
death.  It was a difficult time for myself 
and my family and you helped to make 
it easier.  It was so comforting to come 
home each day and have a lovely card 

from a friend from Birch Lake.  I cannot 
express how grateful I am for your love, 
comfort and friendship.  

~Blair Garceau

Boat Safety Classes
	 Cass County Sheriff's Office oper-
ates a Marine Patrol Division.  The 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Fire razes Cove home  
Thanks to Cove resident Linda Bergan for this spectacular photo of the fire that 
destroyed the Harrisons' home last Saturday night.



Marine Patrol uses a combination of 
boats and jet skis to patrol the lakes of 
Cass County. Marine Patrol Deputies 
enforce all marine laws.
	 The Marine Division also offers a 
variety of boater safety classes. Students 
may pre-register by calling the Cass 
County Sheriff’s Office at 445-1240. 
Please have the student’s legal name, 
address, phone number, and date of 
birth at the time of registration.  
	 All classes start at 8 am and should 
be done by 1 pm. Students are required 
to bring a #2 pencil. Adults are recom-
mended to take the class. 
	 Anyone born after December 31, 
1978 must have a boating safety certifi-
cate to operate a personal water craft. 
Anyone born after July 1, 1996 must 
attend a Boater Safety Class to operate 
any vessel.
	 Upcoming classes include:
May 24, Donnell Lake Conservation 
Club
May 31, Howard Township Fire Dept - 
June 28, The Rock (Restaurant)                        
June 7, Donnell Lake Conservation Club
June 21, Eagle Lake Marine
June 14, Cass County Conservation 
Club
July 12, Diamond Lake Yacht Club 
July 19, Indian Lake Yacht Club
	 For more information contact	the 
Cass County Sheriff's Marine Division at 
445-1225, or the Sheriff's Department at 
445-2481.

Eagle Scout Service Project 
at The Boat Landing
	 I am renovating the memorial at the 
Sears Memorial Park boat landing.  The 
dedication rock will be moved closer to 
the road, with decorative stone land-
scape forms placed around a concrete 
base and a new, anodized aluminum, 

“Sears Memorial Park – Birch Lake” 
sign above it.  The project is a Boy 
Scouts of America-approved fundraising 
effort.  If you’d like to donate to the proj-
ect, checks can be made out to BSA 
Troop 562 and mailed to me at 15758 
Saddle Ridge, Granger IN, 46530.  
Please contact me if you’d like more 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Lutz Concrete

Be the first

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts
17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI 

(269) 279-7973 mmtlconcrete@aol.com

Later this year Lutz Concrete will be
installing a beautiful compass rose made 
of stamped and stained concrete (see
photo at right) in a new concrete 
garage-style apron at the entrance 
of the Birch Lake Yacht Club.

This design is an example 
of the services and products 
available for our our friends 
and neighbors at Birch Lake!

Interested in a whole new 
“nautical” look for your plain old 
garage or entrance?

Call us today!

Thanks to our good friend and artist in part-time residence Duffy 
Dufor (east side) for visually expressing what we all feel every 
time the sun shines!



— Birch Lake Notes —

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

information.  Thank you!   
 ~Blake Witchie

blake4wheeler@gmail.com

To a Good Samaritan
	 In the middle of February I was 
attempting to drive to Indianapolis at 
about 6:15 AM. However, about a mile 
north of Sears Road on Birch Road, I 
found myself in a complete whiteout. 
Although only going about 1-2 miles per 
hour, I ended up off the road and stuck 
in the dark with strong wind driven 
snow. While contemplating how the next 
few hours were going to go to rescue 
myself from this mess, a young man 
with a truck and some straps hooked me 
up and pulled me out. 
	 Although asking his name, I forgot 
it but believe his first name was Sean. If 
that individual remembers this event in 
mid Feb., please give me a call.

~Terry Dugan, 269-476-2814

Enjoy Michigan's 2014 Summer 
Free Fishing Weekend June 7-8
	 The Department of Natural 
Resources reminds everyone that 
Michigan’s annual summer free fishing 
weekend is set for Saturday, June 7, and 
Sunday, June 8. On that weekend, 
everyone – residents and nonresidents 
alike – can fish Michigan waters without 
a license, though all other fishing regu-
lations still apply.
	 Visit www.michigan.gov/freefishing 

for all things related to this weekend.

Random photos
	 Special thanks to Mr. Bob King 
(north shore) for the cool reflection pho-
tos that appear in this week's Barker!

Barker Deadlines
	 Please be advised that the deadline 
for submitting information for any par-
ticular edition is always the Tuesday of 
the week before publication (example: 
the deadline for materials for the May 
31 issue is Tuesday, May 27) ... thanks.

Advertising in the Barker
	 We are still (and always) accepting 
both display and classified advertising 
for the Birch Barker (see page 17 of 
today’s Barker). Classified ads are free 

to members of the BLYC (non-member 
rate is $5 per ad). Email your classified 
ads to the Barker at sailorphil@philvi-
tale.com.
	 Display ads are charged at the low, 
one-time rate of $65 for a 1/8 page ad; 
$130 for a 1/4 page ad; $260 for a 1/2 
page ad; and $520 for a full page ad.
	 For information and help building 
your ad, contact Phil at 476-1680, 445-
9200 or sailorphil@philvitale.com.
	 All ads are subject to the approval of 
the editor and/or Commodore, officers 
and board of the Birch Lake Yacht Club.

Online content
	 The printed Birch Barker will be 
online this season, as well as additional 
content ... go to www.philvitale.com and
follow the links.

A rare (but well earned) break

Gordon and Michelle Seyfarth take a well-earned 
break from their renovations recently ... The cou-
ple have  been working throughout the off-sea-
son.

Thanks to the PattiCam for the photo



— Barker kids of the Week —

Handyman Repairs
* Roof to basement - inside and out

*Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
*Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

*Decks and fences; fascia and soffits
* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance
* Painting - interior and exterior

*Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
*We do windows

*Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
* Spring and fall yard clean up

*Tree and shrub trimming
* Rototill our garden

*Mowing and Trimming
*Fertilizing

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker

* Fulfills all absentee homeowner's needs
* Periodically checks your property

* Provides second home peace of mind
* Call for all lake property requirements 

Dave's Residential Services
Home: (269) 476-2797

Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

Congratulations to John Luecht, son of Bill 
and Commodore Bad Patty (east side) on 
getting a job at MacDonalds near his home 
in Danville, IN

Northsider Bob Baucus and eastsider Commodore Bad Patty shared a cus-
tom made Flamingo hat at a recent Kentucky Derby event ... as Ricky Ricardo 
would say, I-I-I-I-I.

That's my granddaughter, 
Morgann Applegate being 
bored at a family function.

If you have a contribution 
for "Kid of the Week," send 
me a photo of your child 
(or grandchild, great-grand-
child, niece, nephew ... 
there is no age limit (so you 
can send me a pic of your 
grandmother if you'd like) 
... heck, we'll even put in a 
photo of your favorite pet!



— Health at the Lake —

By: Dana Carter, PharmD

	 I’ve spent my past seven summers at 	
Birch Lake, but last summer was the 
first summer that I spent my time at 
Birch Lake as a community pharmacist. 
As you might imagine, I get asked all 
sorts of questions (sometimes really 
weird ones), but most of the time it’s just 
people looking for over the counter drug 
advice.  Let’s face it, when you walk into 
a drug store, you’re bombarded with 
options.  We have an entire aisle just 
dedicated to cough and cold products.  If 
you don’t know what you’re looking for, 
even I can admit it’s extremely over-
whelming.  So that’s where I come into 
play.  My goal for this summer is to 
make the pharmacy aisles seem less 
overwhelming.  I want to help people 
become more familiar with how to self-
treat their pesky symptoms.  

Symptom #1—Runny nose
	 It seems to happen every year at this 
time. The warm air finally pushes its 
way through, and with it comes flowers, 
trees, grass, and a sea of pollen.  The cir-
culating pollen in the air results in an 
allergic reaction that results in a runny 
nose, sneezing, itchy/watery eyes, and 
nasal congestion. I’m going to tackle the 
nasal congestion part next week because 
that gets treated differently. 
What you need:  an “antihistamine”
	 Where it gets confusing:  There are 5 
different antihistamines available over 
the counter (there’s actually more, but 
these are the main ones).  

1. Zyrtec (cetirizine):  the green box
2. Claritin (loratadine):  the blue box
3. Allegra (fexofenadine): the purple box
4. Benadryl (diphenhydramine): the 
pink box
5. Chlor-Trimeton (chlorpheniramine):  
the green/yellow/white box

How are they different?
They mostly vary in how tired they 
make you, and how much they cost.  
	 The fine print: The ones that work the 
best, make you extremely tired.  These 
are called “1st generation” antihista-
mines.  The 1st generation antihista-
mines are Benadryl and Chlor-Trimeton.  
Chlor-Trimeton was developed to be 
slightly less-drowsy than Benadryl, but 
it still tends to wipe people out.  While 
the 1st generation antihistamines work 
really well, it’s not very practical to have 
people going to work or spending their 
day completely fatigued.  Thus, “2nd 
generation” antihistamines were invent-
ed. The 2nd generation antihistamines 
are Zyrtec, Claritin, and Allegra.  These 
are the antihistamines you want to take 
for daytime use.  While the effects of 
Benadryl and Chlor-Trimeton last for 
4-6 hours, the newer antihistamines are 
designed to last for all day relief.   

How do Zyrtec, Claritin, and 
Allegra compare?

	 Zyrtec: works the best, but has a 
slight tendency to make some people feel 
tired.  For the majority of the popula-
tion, Zyrtec will not make you tired.  
Zyrtec is also the most expensive of the 
3 options.  

	 EXCEPTION:  You can buy #14 
Zyrtec tablets at the Dollar Tree for $1.  
If you buy it anywhere else, it will cost 
you roughly $1/pill.  
	 Claritin:  Non-drowsy, and costs 
slightly less than Zyrtec.  However, 
doesn’t tend to work quite as well as 
Zyrtec, but is a great option for people 
with minor, infrequent symptoms.  
Claritin is typically my first recommen-
dation because it is the most cost-effec-
tive option in my store. 
	 Allegra:  The completely non-drowsy 
version of Zyrtec.  Costs about the same 
as Zyrtec.  A really good option, especial-
ly if your body has become tolerant to 
Zyrtec or Claritin (meaning your body 
has become used to the presence of the 
drug, and now the drug no longer 
works).  
	 In summary, antihistamines work to 
stop a runny nose.  They also work for 
sneezing, itchy/watery eyes and a 
scratchy throat.  They are your go-to 
medications for treating allergies and 
colds. The main side effect of antihista-
mines is drowsiness.  Benadryl causes 
the most drowsiness so it should only be 
taken at bedtimes or during allergic 
reactions.  Zyrtec, Claritin, and Allegra 
are more expensive, but they work for 
the entire day and rarely cause drowsi-
ness. 
	 If you have a topic that you would like 
me to write about, or need further clari-
fication please send me an email at 
Dncarter8@gmail.com

How to stop a runny nose



*Shellac-Gel Polish
*Acrylic Nails
*Gel Nails

*Pink and White
*Manicure
*Pedicure

Birch Barker Special!
Mention Birch Lake when you visit 

and you will receive a discount!

— Water Quality Report —

	 Each spring, the Water Quality Committee reflects on the 
status of the lake based on the results of the most recent prior 
years’ testing program. This testing, that has been performed 
for the past 16 plus years, typically includes the following:
	 1. Phosphorous levels, in the spring and summer.  
Phosphorous is the main measurable nutrient dictating pro-
ductivity, the rate at which undesirable biomass is made. This 
excess phosphorous leads to increased algae growth, dimin-
ished lake clarity, and eutrophication or aging of the lake.
	 2. Chlorophyll levels, monthly from spring until fall.  
Chlorophyll is an indicator of actual algae growth and thus a 
direct measurement of lake productivity.  Greater algae 
growth leads to diminished clarity, reduced oxygen levels in 
the water column, and enhanced eutrophication or aging of the 
lake.
	 3. Water clarity as measured by secchi disk readings weekly.  
	 4. Dissolved oxygen and temperature measurements from 
the surface through the water column to the 95 foot mark in 
the deep basin of the lake.  As a result of temperature stratifi-
cation, the lake does not turn over during the summer, and 
thus the oxygen in the lake below the 20 foot or so mark is 
what will be there until fall turnover.   As algae grow and die, 
they sink to the bottom where they are degraded by bacteria, 
using oxygen.  This process gradually depletes the oxygen in 
the lower strata of the lake.  The rate and amount of depletion 
is dependent on the level of algal productivity.  More produc-
tivity yields greater and quicker oxygen loss.  Oxygen loss has 
a direct negative effect on fish viability at those elevations and 
causes an unfortunate increase of phosphorous release from 
the bottom.  
	 Following are water clarity and chlorophyll graphs provided 
by Michigan Lakes and Streams based on our testing over the 
last 4 – 5 years, illustrating little change in water clarity, but 
more importantly a decrease in chlorophyll levels over the past 
4 years.  Additionally, though not on a graph, we have been 
advised last summer’s phosphorus level was very low and con-
sistent with the chlorophyll levels.  
	 The third graph is of the oxygen and temperature profile of 
the lake in September 2013. This is the last measurement of, 
and the one expected to demonstrate the lowest oxygen levels 
for, the year.  As you can see oxygen levels diminish with 
depth, but importantly are at full fish viability all the way 
down to 45 to 50 feet.  In July this fish viability extended to 
about 65 feet.  In talking with other lakes doing these mea-
surements, we are significantly different (think “better, more 
blessed”) in keeping such oxygen levels at these deep depths.  
	 Working to keep phosphorous out of the lake is key to main-
taining a healthy lake, for not only us but also for the aquatic 
creatures that live within.  
	 We hope and plan to continue the testing that is illustrated 
here in 2014 and for many years to come.  

Spring 2014 status report



Fleet Captain’s Corner

Committee Boat participants and 
race starters are needed for our 
sailors this year. Here’s what 

we’ve got so far ...
Memorial Day Regatta
May 24 —  Bad Patty
May 25 — Bad Patty
May 26 —  Bad Patty
June Races
1 —
8 — Bad Patty
15 — 
22 —
28 — Bad Patty
29 —
4th of July Regatta
(these dates may change due to the
Pancake Breakfast. Please watch for
updates.)
July 4 —

July 5 —
July 6 —
July Races
13 — 
20 —
27 —
August Races
3 — Bad Patty
10 —
17 — 
24 —
Labor Day Regatta
August 30 —
August 31 — 
Sept. 1 —
	 If you are looking for a legitimate 
excuse to have a great day on the lake 
— SIGN UP!!! Plus, you will be helping
the brave men and women that venture 
out on the high seas every Sunday. Just 
call Fleet Captain Mike at 476-2843 or 
Bad Patty at 476-2615 and we will make 

it happen!!!
	 All races will start at 11 am unless 
delayed by our Most Honorable
and All-Knowing, Illustrious Fleet
Captain! All decisions will be final so
don’t even try to change his mind!!!

Let's get ready to sail! 



Happy Memorial Day!

Words to Taps (Note: there are 
no "official" words to Taps below are the 
most popular.)

Day is done,
gone the sun,
From the hills,
from the lake,
From the skies.
All is well,
safely rest,
God is nigh. 

Go to sleep,
peaceful sleep,
May the soldier
or sailor,
God keep.
On the land
or the deep,
Safe in sleep. 

Love, good night,
Must thou go,

When the day,
And the night
Need thee so?
All is well.
Speedeth all
To their rest. 

Fades the light;
And afar
Goeth day,
And the stars
Shineth bright,
Fare thee well;
Day has gone,
Night is on. 

Thanks and praise,
For our days,
'Neath the sun,
Neath the stars,
'Neath the sky,
As we go,
This we know,
God is nigh.

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us 
well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any 
burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, 
oppose any foe to assure the survival and the 
success of liberty. - John F. Kennedy

Soldier, rest! Thy warfare o'er,
Sleep the sleep that knows not breaking,
Dream of battled fields no more.
Days of danger, nights of waking. - Sir Walter Scott

It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men who 
died. Rather we should thank God that such men 
lived. — George S. Patton

All we have of freedom, all we use or know 
This our fathers bought for us long and long ago. 
— Rudyard Kipling

I have never been able to think of the day as one 
of mourning; I have never quite been able to feel 
that half-masted flags were appropriate on Deco-
ration Day. I have rather felt that the flag should 
be at the peak, because those whose dying we 
commemorate rejoiced in seeing it where their 
valor placed it. We honor them in a joyous, thank-
ful, triumphant commemoration of what they did. 
— Benjamin Harrison

Valor is a gift. Those having it never know for 
sure whether they have it till the test comes. And 
those having it in one test never know for sure 
if they will have it when the next test comes. – 
Napoleon Bonaparte

Bravery is the capacity to perform properly even 
when scared half to death. – Omar Bradley

Thanks to Mr. Bob for the Memorial Day page items



For astrophysicists, astronomers, 
scientists and back-yard 
star-gazers the telescope is cer-

tainly a useful tool for studying stars, 
planets, galaxies, nebulae and whatever 
else might be surrounding us in our uni-
verse.  There are several different types 
of telescopes that are used for different 
types of research.  
	 Radio, x-ray, gamma ray and 
high-energy particle telescopes, with the 
help of computers, collect and analyze 
non-visible wavelength energy emis-
sions from distant entities.  But we 
non-scientific types are most familiar 
with the optical telescope.  This category 
can include such things as binoculars or 
even camera lenses.  Images are formed 
by refracting light using lenses, reflect-
ing light using mirrors or a combination 
of the two. 
	 The University of Texas at Austin's 
McDonald Observatory, one of the 
world's leading centers for astronomical 
research, houses several telescopes.  The 
observatory facilities are located atop 
Mount Locke and Mount Fowlkes in the 
Davis Mountains of West Texas, which 
offer some of the darkest night skies in 
the continental United States. 
	 One of McDonald's principal 
research telescopes is the Hobby-Eberly 

Telescope.  With its 9.2-meter (just over 
30 feet) mirror, the HET is one of the 
world's largest optical telescopes. It's 
optimized for spectroscopy, the decoding 
of light from stars and galaxies to study 
their properties. This makes it ideal for 
searching for planets around other 
stars, and studying distant galaxies, 
exploding stars, neighbors in their bath-
rooms, black holes, and more. The HET, 
dedicated in 1997, is a joint project of 
UT/A, Penn State and others.
	 Another is the Harlan J. Smith 
Telescope, constructed 1966-68. The 
Smith Telescope has a 9 foot mirror, 
which was the third largest in the world 
when built. The telescope is used every 
clear night of the year.
	 The Otto Struve Telescope, con-
structed 1933-39, was the first major 
telescope to be built at McDonald 
Observatory. Its almost 7 foot mirror 
was the second largest in the world at 
the time. The telescope is still in use 
today.
	 McDonald also operates a smaller, 
but not small, 30-inch telescope and the 
0.8-meter Laser Ranging Telescope that 
measures the distance between Earth 
and the Moon and tracks the drift of 
Earth's continents.
	 You don't need such sophisticated 

gear to go out there and enjoy the show.  
Any night of the year you can go out 
and look up and see amazing stuff.  Get 
a lawn chair, blanket, binoculars, bottle 
of wine and significant other and enjoy 
the show.  There's nothing out there bet-
ter for free.  Next week a different kind 
of telescope.

~Stewart Spratt

The Moon for  May 24
(At Midnight, US Central time, as viewed from 

the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.127 
3.5 days before new moon 

 STAR STUFF



Aries (March 21-April 19) The next month 
is the perfect time for a short trip because you want a 
change of scenery and you want to learn some want to 
see new places and new faces. This is also a great 
time to take a course or start a new study. Relations 
with siblings will be important. You will notice that your 
daily pace will accelerate with increased activities and a 
sense of excitement. Expect fun, thrilling times ahead!

Taurus (April 20-May 20) As the Sun shifts 
signs this week, it will cause your attention to turn more 
to money issues - cash flow, earnings, investments plus 
shopping and major purchases. In addition, you will 
focus more on your possessions or something specific 
that you own. At a deeper level, this is an opportunity 
for you to see how well you are using your wealth and 
possessions. Does what you own help or hinder you, 
do you own your stuff or does it own you?

Gemini (May 21-June 20) This week is 
your chance to recharge your batteries for the rest of 
the year. When the Sun is in your sign, it attracts peo-
ple and favorable circumstances to you. Think of it as 
rowing with the tide. It's also a good time to take a 
quick report card of your life. It's most appropriate to put 
yourself first now and think about how well you are 
doing at the art of living. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) Your birthday is 
a month away, which means your personal year is 
coming to an end. Cast a glance over your shoulder 
and think about this past year. How do you want things 
to be different? What do you want to introduce that 
might be new or beneficial or perhaps expand your 
world? You have about four weeks to give this some 
serious thought. Studies show that people who are suc-
cessful know where they're going. They know what 
they want. They set goals, especially with deadlines. 
(The true litmus test.)

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Expect a popular 
month because the placement of the Sun will attract 
social situations and people to you. You will enjoy 
friendships might even join classes, clubs, groups and 
associations. B It's important that you respond to these 
opportunities because your interactions with others will 
benefit you. If you share your ideas, hopes and dreams 
for the future with others - their feedback will help you, 
perhaps literally or financially! Try it. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You easily 
impress people in authority - parents, bosses, teachers, 
VIPs and the police. Obviously, you can use this to your 
advantage. Why wouldn't you use it to promote your 
agenda or go after what you want or make your pitch? 
The trick is Mercury is retrograde in June, so you have 
to work with this as well. In other words, get all the help 
you want to finish something.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) The next four 
weeks will be exciting. You'll be hungry to learn and dis-
cover new things. Profound discussions about philoso-
phy, religion, politics and lofty ideas will appeal; plus 
you will talk to people from different backgrounds and 
other countries. It's also an excellent time to pursue 
publishing, the media, medicine and the law, and any-
thing related to higher education and training This is not 
the time to sit around getting dusty.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) It is a good time 
to write a will (so easy to put off) and wrap up loose 
ends with inheritances, insurance matters and red-tape 
details. Another area that will be highlighted is your sex 
life. (Did I hear laughter?) That's because your pas-
sions will be aroused! In fact, you might be forced to 
deal with people who have different values from yours. 
Expect an intense, memorable month ahead. (Gasp.)

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Since the 

Sun is your source of energy, and now it will be as far 
away from your sign as it gets all year, you will need 
more rest. It's important to accept this and not run your-
self ragged. In addition, this polarized position of the 
Sun will focus your attention on partnerships and close 
friendships. It will be an opportunity for you to see how 
to improve these relationships. Remember: For a rela-
tionship to be successful, you must be as good for your 
partner as he or she is for you.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) You are a 
worker. It's not that you don't enjoy having fun but you 
hate to waste time. You want results for your efforts. In 
the month ahead, your desire to be efficient, effective 
and productive will increase, which is why you will tack-
le To Do lists and tasks and be focused on your job. 
You will get great satisfaction from whatever you pro-
duce. Fear not because fair Venus still promises fun, 
parties, romance and social schmoozing.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Lucky you! 
Once a year, the Sun takes four weeks to move 
through the part of your chart linked with love affairs, 
romance, vacations, the arts, parties, social affairs, 
sports events and playful times with children. That time 
has arrived. Get out your social calendar and plan to 
meet people for fun occasions. By all means, slip away 
on a vacation if you can. Needless to say, look sexy 
because new flirtations are around every corner! 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) This is the one 
time of year when the Sun makes it easy for you to 
focus on home, family and your domestic life. You 
might find yourself gardening, painting or doing renova-
tions. You certainly will entertain more at home and be 
more inclined to see family members or have the gang 
over for a barbecue. Get as much done as you can 
because in four weeks, you will flee your home to party 
and go on a vacation!

Your Horoscope

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
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~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

Ingredients 
Original recipe makes 
2 cups 
	  
2 teaspoons red wine 
vinegar 
2 teaspoons sugar  
1 cup mayonnaise  
1/2 cup ketchup 
1/3 cup sweet pickle 
relish  
1 tablespoon chopped 
fresh parsley  
1/2 bunch green onions, chopped  
2 hard-cooked eggs, peeled and chopped 
salt and pepper to taste  
Worcestershire sauce to taste 

Directions
1. Place eggs in a saucepan and cover with cold 

water. Bring water to 
a boil and immediate-
ly remove from heat. 
Cover and let eggs 
stand in hot water 
for 10 to 12 minutes. 
Drain water, and al-
low to cool, then peel, 
chop, and set aside.

2. In a bowl, stir to-
gether the vinegar 
and sugar until sugar 

is completely dissolved. Stir in mayonnaise, 
ketchup, relish, parsley, green onions, and 
chopped egg, and stir until well blended. Sea-
son to taste with salt, pepper, and Worcester-
shire sauce. Cover and refrigerate until ready 
to serve.

How about jazzing up those Burgers for the weekend festivities?

Better Burger Sauce



Happy Spring from all of us up at 
Camp T! We’re excited to kick off 
the 2014 season and have lots of 

news to share.
	 First, a HUGE thank you to all of the 
lake residents who have helped out at 
camp last fall and winter with the many 
projects we’ve had going on! We have 
received many monetary donations as 
well as volunteer hours from our won-
derful neighbors here at Birch Lake. 
Thank you for all that you do to help 
support camp. 
	 Since November, our fundraising com-
mittee has raised nearly $40,000 
towards facilities projects at camp. Our 
goal is to raise a total of $85,000 for the 
projects described below.
	 This spring, the roof on Main Lodge 
was completely replaced – two big trees 
fell during a windstorm in November 
and damaged the roof in multiple places. 
The trees also took out our power lines, 
telephone service, and Internet to that 
end of camp! We’re happy to have a 
new, non-leaky roof on Main this year!
	 The Shower House is in the middle of 
a major remodeling project, including 
tearing out all of the drywall in the ceil-
ing and behind the showers, replacing 
all of the sinks and counter tops, tiling 
the wall behind the showers, toilets, and 
urinals, and replacing all of the urinals. 
There will also be screen doors installed 
at both ends of the shower house to help 
with ventilation and keep out bugs, and 
we will be putting in motion detectors 
on the lights to save energy and also to 
help keep the bugs out at night. We 

have also hired a cleaning service to 
clean the bathrooms daily during camp!
	 The four adventure cabins (Rotary, 
Exchange, Exchangettes, and Luta 
Koda) are also being renovated this 
spring. These cabins were built in 1929 
when camp first moved to Birch Lake, 
and have not really changed at all since 
then! We will be installing electric lights 
and ceiling fans, replacing all of the 
screens and shutters, and installing 
tongue-and-groove pine carsiding on the 
interiors of the cabins. The exteriors will 
be scraped and painted, the windows 
will be trimmed on the inside, the floors 
inside will be sanded and polyure-
thaned, and the ceilings will all get a 
fresh coat of paint. Work on the Rotary 
cabin has already been started by the 
South Bend Rotary Club.
	 We will also be tearing off and com-
pletely rebuilding the store porch and 
roof over the porch. The porch will be 
expanded, and railings added to finish it 
off. This will create a more appealing 
gathering place for campers and families 
on check in and check out days, as well 
as during camp activities. 
	 Work is underway at the waterfront, 
where new drainage tiles have been 
installed to help with the wet ground 
near the towel racks. A new drainage 
barrel was installed where the creek 
flows into the lake, and the seawall is 
being patched and repaired. 
	 There is also work being done to clean 
up, organize, and improve the staff 
areas inside Main Lodge. All of the old, 
ratty furniture in the staff lounge has 

been removed, old 
stuff that had col-

lected in the building has been disposed 
of, and the whole area is getting a deep 
cleaning before new furniture and car-
pet will be brought in!
	 In addition to all the exciting projects 
being done at camp, our camper num-
bers for this summer are looking spec-
tacular! As of today (May 19th), we have 
649 official campers registered for camp. 
My goal for the whole summer was 650, 
and we’ve reached that (or nearly!) a 
month before the first campers even 
arrive at camp. For perspective, in 2006 
(my first summer as director) we fin-
ished the summer with just 351 camp-
ers; and last year on this same date we 
had just 355 registered campers. So 
we’re WAY ahead of where we expected 
to be, and many sessions already have 
very limited availability. It’s very excit-
ing, and a little scary, too! 
	 One last bit of fun news for this 
spring: I have arranged for a wonderful 
yoga instructor, Steve Krojniewski from 
Notre Dame, to come up to camp and 
offer weekly yoga classes to my staff on 
Friday mornings. Even better, we’re 
planning to make this class open to lake 
residents. So if you enjoy practicing 
yoga, you are welcome to join us on 
Friday mornings from 6:30-7:30am. The 
cost will be just $5 per person each week 
(drop in – no need to sign up, bring your 
own mat). Steve is an awesome instruc-
tor, and he’s really excited to come up to 
camp and teach!
	 I look forward to seeing everyone out 
at the lake – hopefully it will warm up 
soon!

~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org

Camp Tannadoonah

UNION INSURANCE AGENCY
Corner of US 12 & Union Rd., Union, MI 49130
Independent Agency
269-641-5995
fax: 269-641-5787
email: Sue@unionins.net
www.unionins.net

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations



2013 BLYC Officers 
Patty Luecht (E)..............................476-2615

Pgalloway4@yahoo.com
Fred Freihofer (N)...........................476-9823

cdfreihofer@aol.com
Holly Troeger Treasurer (E)...........476-9898

amvine@aol.com
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)........476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N)...........476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com

 2013 BLYC Directors 
Chas Grundy Past Comm (H)........476-7062

Chas.grundy@gmail.com
Greg Bolin (W)................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Harold Cranmer (W)............... 574-264-6817

dhcranmer@yahoo.com 

Terry Dugan (S)..............................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E)................................476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Pam Mullin (N).................................476-1080
Classegirl1@comcast.net

Steve Quinlan (W)..........................476-8802
stevequinlan2@yahoo.com

Vickie Rogers (C)...........................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N)........................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)............................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Denise Smitley (W)........................476-9000
dsmitley@industrial-pack.com

PJ Vandewalle (H)...........................476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S).................. 269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E)...................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sue Williams (S).............................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

NON-DIRECTOR 
ATTENDEES:

Jim Bollinger BLYC Homeowners’ 
Association Chairman (E)............... 476-9737

debo36@comcast.net 
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E).....................................476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

Temps provided by Steve Quinland



FOR SALE
1975 Hershede grandfather clock 
model 117, Marquis de Lafayette; early 1900 
stepback pantry hutch, Ethan Allen small hutch 
painted with butterflies and flowers.  Call Olson, 
476-2125.

1999 Hurricane Sun Deck 2100 
Deckboat & Shore Station Boatlift for 
Sale. Selling the boat, trailer, boat cover & boat-
lift w/canopy as a package is my preference, 
however, I could sell just the boat, boat cover 
and trailer. The asking price for the package with 
the boatlift and canopy is $13,000. The price for 
the boat, boat cover and trailer only is $9800.  
CONTACT GUS ESHLEMAN @ 317-752-2184 
or garye@onesourcefinancial.info

For Sale:  Rod Iron black day bed with 
mattress set with covers. Purchased new 
in 2007.  Rarely used.  $200.00.  Call Marc at 
260.710.3995. 

COTTAGE FOR RENT
2 bedroom cottage on west side of 
Birch Lake for rent. $650/week, call 476-2744

LOST & FOUND
FOUND — Carl Klappauf (east side) has 
reported that before the ice covered Birch Lake, 
an oar for a rowboat floated up to his pier. He 
has retrieved it and is saving it for spring when 
he suspects that it's owner might notice it is 
missing for the first time ...  

WANTED TO RENT
Cottage wanted to rent for the weekend of 
June 27-29. Please call Jan Temple at 847-846-
8600

Wanted: A cottage to rent for the week of 
July 13 -20 or July 20 -27, or both. We have rent-
ed for 6 yrs on Birch Lake, but these cottages 
are no longer available. We are good renters. We 
have paid $1000 plus deposit in the past. We 
love Birch Lake and our children and grandchil-
dren love Birch Lake! We have great references: 
Van Huffels and Machallecks. We want to contin-
ue the tradition that began 6 yrs ago. We love  
swimming, fishing, boating, and being together. 
Birch Lake is perfect for our young grandchildren 
and we want to come back. Please contact us at 
574-339-9851.

We are considering having a family reunion, but 
our place can only accommodate 12 or so peo-
ple at a time.  Anyone else on the lake might be 
willing to rent their cottage?  Contact Mike 
Code at mcode@lowis-gellen.com

FREE
Dog Crate 28"W x 30"H x 42"L— Call Tom or 
Vickie 476-2383 

WANTED
Looking for a good clean double bed 
or a futon with a thick mattress Please 
call Staci Whiteman at 269-816-5755 

Porter Township is looking for someone to serve 

as an alternate on the Porter Township 
Sewer Advisory Board.  Anyone who is 
interested should contact the Township Clerk, 
Marty Russel, at 641-2375 or Board Chairman, 
Carl Klappauf, at 476-2663 for further informa-
tion.

My family and I are renting on Birch the last two 
weeks of July and would love to sail some-
one’s MC in the race(s) while I’m there if you 
know of anyone that might like to have  there boat 
out there.  I will take good care of their boat and 
hopefully be competitive.  Contact Pat McGann at 
(574) 232-1411, (574) 532-5377   Pat@McGannHay.
com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues 

              ($10 / year)

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  Misc. 

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name________________________________

Address______________________________

_____________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Holly Troeger

1516 Ash Dr. East

Elkhart, IN 46514

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
2014 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

support THE blyc, support the birch lake community!

BIRCH BARKER CLASSIFIED ADS

Classified advertising in the 
Birch Barker is free to members 

of the Birch Lake Yacht Club 
(subject to the approval of the 
editor and the BLYC Board of 
Directors), and just $5 per ad 

to non-members (please pay in 
advance).

To submit an ad, just email it to 
the editor at Sailorphil@philvi-
tale (non-members will have to 
mail or drop off payment) or, 

if you must, put it in the stone 
mailbox at

63174 Birch Rd.





2014



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com


