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Congratulations to Chelsie Baucus and Tony Schmidt, who were married last weekend in Elkhart. Chelsie is the daughter of

Bob and Sandy Baucus (north side).

Thanks to Amy Lutz for the nice photo

COMMODORE’S COMMENTS

s I sit in the Flamingo Room try-

ing to think of something news

worthy to write this week, I'm
looking out at an overcast sky waiting
for the possible storms to arrive. Across
on the west shore there is a boat pulling
some very thrilled kids on a tube, and I
can hear their ohhs and ahhs and
squeals of excitement traveling across to
this side of the lake. They are obviously
not sitting indoors waiting for the first
raindrop! It made me stop and think,
“what if we all seized every opportunity
and every moment available to us and
enjoy the lake?” Turn off the TV, stop
listening to the weather reports —
they’re generally not right, anyways —
and not anticipate when the rain will be
here, but just do it until it DOES get
here! That is my plan this summer! To
just enjoy the lake every moment possi-
ble. In my opinion, it is one of the best
places on earth! (and you have to agree

because I am the Commodore!!
HAHAHA!)

What a weekend, AGAIN! Our won-
derful Baucus family neighbors on the
north shore once again, did not lose a
daughter, but gained a son! Saturday
Chelsie Baucus joined Tony Schmidt in
marriage. Bob and Sandy WOW! Talk
about setting the bar pretty high! Two
weddings in 11 months and you both
were so calm and proud!
Congratulations to your entire family.

Sailing races on Sunday were fast
and exhilarating! Good wind made 3
races possible. The finishes were close
and at times, dramatic. I had a full
committee boat crew, Dana Soldato from
the hill and her parents Dave and Lori
Carter visiting from Avon, Ohio. Keith
Kinsler, west side, operating the anchor,
and the northsiders, Deb Spratt, record-
er, Amy Lutz, whistle blower, and Good
Patti Russwurm, task-keeper. It was
great fun and I will be starting races
again this Sunday!

Ladies we are gonna have FUN!

2014 Birch Lake Calendar

July 18 BL Ladies' Golf 9 am
July 19, Newberg Twp Fire/EMS

Open House, 11 am-3 pm
July 25 BL Men's Golf Outing
AUG 2. Corn and Sausage BLYC
AUG 16 .. Camp T Hog Roast
Aug 23 ....BLYC Fall Dinner — Page 9
OCt 18 s Chili Cook Off
May 2, 2015......ccccvereenne BLYC Spring Dinner
June 27, 2015.....cccoiiiie People’s Regatta
July 4, 2015 ..o Fireworks
July 5, 2015 .... ...Pancake Breakfast
July 17,2015 ..o Ladies’ Golf Outing

Dates subject to change.
Watch the Barker for updates!

FUN! FUN! at Friday’s Golf outing. Try
to be at the Diamond Lake Golf Course
22041 US 60E in Cassopolis early
enough for our Sparky Cam can get pic-
tures. Plan on tee off right at 9 am.
Many surprises — I hope you find them

The Birch Barker is always soliciting and accepting materials for publication. Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items

in the stone newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos
or other materials returned. To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-168, or contact BLYC Commodore Patty Luecht (269) 476-2615. --Phil V




— Birch Lake Notes

Thanks to Mr. Bob for the nice Sunfish photo

pleasurable and just fun.

Men you will be golfing the 25th in
Three Rivers. (I bet you won'’t have
NEAR the fun we're gonna have!) Peter
Soldato has been working very hard to
make it a fantastic event for you and I'd
like to say thanks Peter for taking on
this outing. It is not a little job.

Blair and Bernie Garceau are mak-
ing plans to once again make the annual

Corn and Sausage Roast happen on
August 2. Details for this event will be
in the Barker. You won’t want to skip
this! Last year Bernie managed to cook
up some of the sweetest, tenderest local
corn I think I have ever had, and Blair’s
green beans and baked beans are abso-
lutely delectable!! Mmmmmm! I'm mak-
ing myself hungry just thinking about it!
Fall dinner is rapidly approaching.

Later this year Lutz Concrete will be
installing a beautiful compass rose made
of stamped and stained concrete (see
photo at right) in a new concrete
garage-style apron at the entrance
of the Birch Lake Yacht Club.

This design is an example
of the services and products
available for our our friends
and neighbors at Birch Lake!

Interested in a whole new
“nautical” look for your plain old

garage or entrance?

Call us today!

L Concrete

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts
17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, Ml
mmticoncrete@aol.com

(269) 279-7973

Do you know who the new vice commo-
dore might be? Are YOU the next in
line to fill Fry’s shoes? (I have a shiny
new quarter for you if you let me know!)

In wrapping things up, I have to put
out a strange plea. At the Motown
party in June, the Supremes showed up.
One Supreme — who will not be named
but whose initials are BP — can’t find
her black Vera Wang Stillettos. They
are my ... um um um ... I mean that
singer’s favorite pair of heals. This per-
son has searched her cottage up and
down and in and out to no avail. If any
one has any information, could you
please call the Shoe Police at 476-2615.
All callers will remain anonymous.

So have fun on the lake, stay safe,
watch for the pink lights and always
remember....

Pink....it’s not just a color, it’s an
ATTITUDE!!!

~Bad Patty, Commodore 2014

Last chance to sign up for golf

Last chance to sign up for the Men’s
Golf Outing, which is taking place on
July 25th! The caterer and golf course
need final numbers by next week, so all
team registrations must be submitted to
Pete Soldato (63266 Kinsey Street —
the hill) by the end of this weekend
(7/20). We still have room for a few
more teams — the more the merrier!
Please contact Pete Soldato (630-936-
8822) with any questions. Hope to see
you there!




— Barker kids of the Week —

Di Wozny (south side), Fran Welch (east side), and Jan

Bill an_d Le King (north side) cutting a rug at the Baucus/ Temple (west side) shared a “kid dragger” for a trip around
Schmidt wedding last weekend. the lake Jast week.

Thanks to Amy Lutz for the photo Thanks to Gary Eshleman for the pic
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SAVINGS

Moomba

Wakehoard Boats

with Auto-owners Insurance

SOUTHSIDE OF GRAVEL LAKE

UNION INSURANCE AGENCY 15355 96TH AVE

Corner of US 12 & Union Rd., Union, Ml 49130 M A E Lawton, Michigan 49065
Independent Agency \ 269.423-6011
269-641-5995

fax: 269-641-5787 .. 1 '332;233;50‘\7
email: Sue@unionins.net ‘ Service to most area lakes!

www.unionins.net i o G s WWW.APOLLOMARINE.NET
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' . sider Dick Bender had lots of fun during the Fourth
-\ | ofJuly Birch Lake Boat Parade.

— Barker kids of the Week —

Send in your
kid-of-the-week!

One picture is worth a thousand
words! Send it to me (with the details)
via email at sailorphil@pbhilvitale.com
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Taylor Marquez, center (granddaughter of Randy
and Fran Welch, east side) celebrated a birthday
last weekend with friends Kelly Mae Nietokuj (niece
of Mike and Amy Lutz, north side) and Morgann
Applegate (granddaughter of Phil and Sandy Vitale,
east side). Happy birthday Taylor!

Serving Mich
and ’nd'ana

W

VAR
susie@susietucker.com 574-320-6697

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR
PROPERTY.




— Barker kids of the Week —

Thanks to Amy Lutz (north side) for sending this great KOTW  Mike and Julie Sheffeick were the first visitors at the Fourth
pic of four of the Birch Lake Babes and a younger brother. of July Pancake Breakfast!

BIRCH LAKE HAS

NARROW ROADS,

LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,

A TON OF CHILDREN,
GRANDCHILDREN AND PETS

SLOW DOWN ON
OUR ROADS

AND ON THE HILLS
TO AND FROM

THE LAKE!

SPEED LIMIT

15..

And don’t forget that ALL boat traffic must
travel COUNTER-CLOCKWISE at all times!

Message sponsored by the HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION of Birch Lake




Water Quality Report
Blue Green Algae Update

green algae as a potential but not

dlikely problem. Fortunately, we
are a low nutrient lake and thus not one
that normally stimulates blue green
algae blooms. However, on Friday
morning July 11, a neighbor on the
south side called me (Terry Dugan) and
asked me to look at a green scum on the
surface that was fairly widely spread.

I went to a taxonomic key for algae
and compared it to both the macro view
from the shoreline and a sample I looked
at microscopically. I am far from an
expert on algal “taxonomy” (orderly clas-
sifications of plants ... according to their
presumed natural relationship), but this
very much appeared to be a blue green
algae called anabaena, which is one of
many types of blue green algae.

Blue green algae are actually more
related to bacteria but are different in
that they have photosynthetic capability.
They are ubiquitous in all bodies of
water and generally not much of an
issue. However, under the right condi-
tions they can bloom, i.e. dramatically
increase in number to form a film on the
water’s surface.

The color of the film depends on the
particular species and ranges from reds,
greens, browns etc.

lﬂach year we have mentioned blue

Normally
blooms form in rela-
tively stagnant
waters that have an
elevated nutrient
content, but can
actually occur in
any fresh water
body when the
water is still and
the temperature is
over 78 degrees.

Blooms in low
nutrient bodies of
water usually are
transient and with
wave action readily
disperse and may
not be seen again.

At Birch Lake
we have seen some
isolated patches of bloom in the late
summer and early fall. Our phospho-
rous level this spring was 10ug/l which
is higher than usual for us but still in
the oligotrophic (clear lake) range and
not what one would consider a high
nutrient environment.

One other note regarding low nutri-
ent lakes and blue green algae is the
recent scientific reports of an association
with the presence of zebra mussels

where good algae get filtered and the
mussels reject the blue greens, leaving
them in a more dominant role. In fact
blue greens are not part of a food chain,
1.e. nobody likes them.

The major concern regarding blue
green algae is the fact that they may
produce some toxins that could be
released into the remaining lake water.
In many cases blooms occur without
toxin production and even if production

R

Jill Celie-Brenay
Associate Broker

and

Recommended locally by
Thorpe’s Marine

Diamond Lake Marina!

&3 KB Village Expres

We have MARINE gas
91 Octane — No Ethanol!

Recommended for all 2- and 4-stroke engines

M60
CASSOPOLIS
269-445-2754

Open 24 hours
Liquor ~ Beer ~ Wine
Liquor sales 7 am to 2 am

20¢ off per gallon with




— Water Quality Report —

occurs, dilution makes any effect negligi-
ble (unless a bloom is extensive and per-
sistent, which has not been the case at
Birch Lake). However, to be on the safe
side, should you notice in the early
morning a greenish scum on the surface
of the lake by your shoreline, do not let
your pets drink from the lake and it may
be wise to just stay out of the water
until the bloom has dispersed.

NOTE: If it a blue green algae
bloom it will be obvious. They are not
collections of pollen, larval insect car-
casses, or floating dirt accumulations. I
would also not expect to see them away
from a shoreline and then only after a
very still windless night.

If you do happen to see a bloom by
your property, I would appreciate a call
or note to that effect so I can actually log
it in. What was observed last Friday
morning, may be the only one of the sea-
son. However, if we have extensive
sightings, we may want to do some sam-
pling and testing.

I have initiated a conversation with
Michigan State University on this topic
and at this point they seemed uncon-
cerned (with the exception of what we
have recommended above) and they
reconfirmed the association between
lower nutrient lakes, zebra mussels, and
blue green algae.

There are two important points

here. One is that this note is not
intended to create concern, but pri-
marily to educate and provide a
small portion of safety information:
briefly put, no wallowing or swallowing
in a bloom. Secondly, as proud stewards
of the lake we are again reminded to
avoid creating the nutrient conditions
that could create an issue. Instead, use
common sense on fertilizer (phosphorous
free, if you must), consider planting of
natural plant barriers at the waters
edge, try to remove ashes from fires so
we do not let rain bring residues directly
into the lake, etc.

~Terry Dugan

Public opinion sought on proposed bass fishing regulations

In order to get public input on pro-
posed regulations to expand Michigan’s
bass fishing seasons, the Department of
Natural Resources has announced an on-
line survey and public meetings through-
out the state in July. For the past year
the DNR’s Fisheries Division has been
working with the Warmwater Resources
Steering Committee (a public advisory
group) to discuss possible expansion of
bass seasons.

The regulation expansion options be-
ing discussed would increase fishing and
harvest seasons. Under all options, bass
populations would still be protected and

O’Donnell’s Docks 11c

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

Senwing you for
ouen 20 years!

For an online quote, go to

Sales and service of all
major docks, boatlifts and
water front accessories.

12097 M-60 ¢ Jones, MI
269-244- 1446
info@odonnellsdocks.com

Autorized Dealer For:

include a winter no-harvest season, 14-
inch minimum size limit and daily pos-
session limit. The regulation expansion
options being discussed would increase
fishing and harvest seasons. Under all
options, bass populations would still be
protected and include a winter no-har-
vest season, 14-inch minimum size limit
and daily possession limit.

To gauge public opinion, both anglers
and non-anglers (particularly lake prop-
erty owners) are encouraged to complete
the DNR’s bass regulations survey,
available at https://www.surveymonkey.
com/s/BassRegs. The goal of this survey

is to determine the level of support for in-
creasing angling opportunities for large-
mouth and smallmouth bass through
changes to existing fishing seasons.

For more information on the meet-
ings, visit www.michigan.gov/fishing.

Barker Deadlines

Please be advised that the deadline
for submitting information for any par-
ticular edition is 6 pm on the Tuesday
of the week before publication (example:
the deadline for materials for the May
31 issue was 6 pm on Tuesday, May 27)
... thanks.

Welcome to Jaywalker

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Jim "Bubba” Baldwin
Owner/Operator

574-596-5752
13599 US 12

Union, Michigan

Hours:
Fri-Sat. 9:30am-7:30pm

lifacebook.com/bubbasmarket sunday 10am-3pm



| FL.EET CAPTAIN’S CORNER

HELP WANTED!

politically correct for a sailing col-

umn, but we are in desperate need of
people to run our committee boat in the
next several weeks! How can you put a
price on being up front and close to the
best sailing around southwest Michigan
... and it’s free of charge. Not many lakes
have weekly sail boat races. We are
blessed to have these races,their spec-
tacular colors and sounds of sails in the
wind. So please, if you would like enjoy
some great entertainment for your
Sunday morning, please give Amy or
myself a call!

Last Sunday, winds started a little
light but intensified as the morning pro-
gressed. By the time we started the
third race, winds were around 8 to 10
mph, which can make for some great
sailing.

I need to thank all the people on the
committee boat, in all I think there were
nine or ten — it looked like a Fourth of
July party ( maybe a little late). If I put
all your names, I would take up one full
page and our editor would have me
rewrite this. Thanks again to everyone
on the committee boat, and to Harold,
Steve, Jeff, and my wife Amy for all the
things you do to make these races possi-
ble!

Until next week,

~Fleet Captain Mike

lknow my headline might not sound

Committee Boat Assignments
for the upcoming Races

July Races
20 — Bad Patty

27 — Committee boat needed CH
August Races ‘Q"R LAQ
3 — Bad Patty

10 — Bad Patty

17 — Committee boat needed
24 — Committee boat needed

Labor Day Regatta
August 30 — open
August 31 — open
Sept. 1 — open

Committee Boat volunteers are still
needed to help start races. It’s fun, It’s
easy; will train! Call Mike or Amy at
476-2843.

D 7 | 13-Jul.................. 13-Jul........ecunee. 13-Jul................ SeasonTotal ................... Season
RacCe .....ccvcvrrrrrrrnrnnr e 19 20 .. 21 Points........ccceereernenne Average
MC Scow/Sailor

Scott Troeger #1489..........ccceeuee. 1 L S [ 26732....ccrererernrernaen 1572
Jeff Smitley #2002....................... 3 T 2. 26938........coeeererereennaeas 1497
Phil Vitale #500 ............c.cceucu... 4 K S B TS 22739....ceereerererereraeas 1421
Bob King #1199 ........cccccvverennee 2 ST S 23617 ... 1389
Harold Cranmer #1991/2412.............ccccu.... 6 2 L TR 27120, 1356
Bill Luecht #1 579-314 .................. 5 [ T £ 23285.......oeeeerereeeeeeaens 1294
Gib Eberhart #916 ...........cce.c... 7 T eeeerereneesnnnens [ T 17837 .. 1274
Sunfish/Sailor

Stewart Spratt..........ccccceu.e.. 1 P T 18890........ccveereererrernns 1574
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue)........... 2 2. B T 16737 ... 1522
Brad Davis.........cocvemrnnrsernnnns DNS DNS.....cccoerirrrnn DNS......cccvirrnrnns M7 .. 1474
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow)........ 3 . S L TR 21378....ceeererereeeeaen 1425
Katie Luecht (White/Red/Blue)...... DNS DNS.....ccoerirrnne DNS......cccrimrnranns 4186......cceeerererernrenenaes 1395
Herb Cleveland........................ 4 K S, . S 1110 e 1389
Peter Soldoto...........ccoeurunne 5 LT 2. 12185, 1354
Chris of the Scofields................. DNS DNS.....ccooeririennen DNS.....cccocrirrrernene 2525......eeeeen e 1263
Bill Butler..........ccccoevenrnnnens DNS DNS.....ccoerrrnnnn DNS......ccocrirrnrnns 12276, 1228
Nick Anderson..........ccccveerrernns DNS DNS.....ccooeririennen DNS.....ccocrirrrernene 9739, 1217
Camille Butler ...........ccocevunee DNS [ T [ T 15454.........ooeverrererens 1189
Legend:

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.

DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th
place). DNF, DSQ are not counted toward minimum number of races needed.

CB — sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.

Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)

Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted

Crew Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.




Thanks to Amy Lutz for the photos
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“Goodbye Summer, Hello Fall”

2014 Fall Dinner
BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

SATURDAY AUGUST 23, 2014

Social Hour 5:30
Appetizers

Dinner Served 6:30

Fall Dinner Menu:

Baked Lasagna*  Roasted Italian Vegetable

House Salad Ciabatta Bread
Lemon Mousse Lemonade
Water Coffee

*Gluten free please request prior to August 15 to cdfreihofer@aol.com

Year End Meeting 7:30

Meet the new Vice Commodore

Ticket price: $18.00

Tickets must be purchased in advance
Watch Barker for Ticket Information

F




— Dana on Drugs —

Here comes the

by Dana Soldato, PharmD

e have had a relatively mild

summer. My husband and I

have only turned our air con-
ditioning on one time. However, it still
feels pretty warm on the lake. While 1
haven’t had very many people this sum-
mer ask me how to treat a sunburn, that
doesn’t mean that you don’t have to take
precautions against the sun.

Since July is historically the warm-
est month of the year in Michigan, we
need to be extra careful when out on the
boat this month.

Sunscreen application

Sunscreen should be applied to the
entire body 15-30 minutes prior to sun
exposure, and reapplied at least every 2
hours and after sweating or swimming.
You should always apply “broad-spec-
trum” sunscreen, meaning it protects
against both “UVA” and “UVB” rays.
UVA and UVB are the 2 rays that the
sun penetrates into our skin. UVA rays
are the rays that “age” us (A for Age!),
and UVB rays are the rays that “burn”
us (B for Burn!). Both rays damage the

skin and put you at risk for skin cancer.
Keep in mind, 80 percent of ultraviolet
rays still penetrate your skin on cloudy
days, so don’t just reserve these products
for hot summer days. If you are applying
both bug spray and sunscreen, always
apply your sunscreen first. For the
ladies, apply your sunscreen before
applying makeup.

Sunscreen vs. Sunblock

Sunscreens work to absorb and dis-
sipate UVA/UVB rays, while sunblock
scatters and reflects UVA/UVB rays.
Basically, sunscreen works chemically
while sunblock acts as a physical barri-
er. Most people don’t want to wear sun-
block because it is easily noticeable and
very messy (picture the lifeguards on the
beach with the white noses and cheeks).
Another difference between the two:
sunscreen has a SPF factor associated
with it, while sunblock does not carry a
SPF factor.

Waterproof vs. Water-Resistant
Sunscreen
The FDA considers a product
“water-resistant” if it maintains its SPF
level after 40 min-

M-60 E

Thomas J.
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

utes of water expo-
sure. A product is
considered “water-
proof” if it main-
tains its SPF level
following 80 min-
utes of exposure to
water.

What does SPF
mean? SPF stands
for “sun protection
factor.” SPF is cal-
culated by compar-
ing the amount of
time needed to burn
sunscreen-protected
skin vs. unprotected
skin. For example, if
a person normally
burns after 10 min-
utes in the sun, SPF
15 sunscreen would
protect that person
15 times longer (150
minutes) before a
sunburn appears.
However, this can
be misleading
because you would
think the higher the
SPF, the proportion-
ally longer you can
stay out in the sun.
This is not the case-
— SPF protection
does not increase
proportionally with
an increased SPF
number! SPF 2
absorbs 50 percent

sSun

of UV rays, SPF 15 absorbs 93 percent of
UV rays, and SPF 50 blocks 98 percent
of UV rays. Most dermatologists consid-
er any protection after SPF 30 to be neg-
ligible.

Preventing Sun Burns

Sun screen alone is not always
enough to prevent a sun burn. You
should still wear protective clothing over
your skin and utilize hats and sunglass-
es. Keep in mind the sun is most
intense between 10 am and 2 pm so
staying indoors during those hours is
beneficial for your skin.

What medications make your sun
more likely to burn? Believe it or not,
there are lots of medications that
increase your ability to burn! The big-
gest culprits that I always counsel on
are antibiotics. If you are on an antibiot-
ic called ciprofloxacin, or an antibiotic
called Bactrim® (Sulfamethoxazole-
Trimethoprim) you should take extra
precautions against the sun. These two
antibiotics are commonly used to treat
urinary tract infections (UTI). Bactrim
is widely used to treat skin infections
such as MRSA. Another antibiotic
called doxycycline, is another commonly
used medication that increases your sen-
sitivity to the sun. Doxycycline is com-
monly used for treating acne, pneumo-
nia, and tick-borne diseases like Lyme
disease. Other medications include gly-
buride, diltiazem, amiodarone,
Accutane®, Aleve®, “water-pills
Benadry1®, chemotherapy, and the list
goes on and on. Like I said, antibiotics
are the main ones.

®

99

Treating a Sun Burn

If you’ve scorched your skin, stay
hydrated! Drink lots of fluids and treat
your symptoms by applying aloe onto
the painful area. Taking ibuprofen will
help with the pain and inflammation.
Stay out of the sun for the next few
days, and make sure you keep your burn
covered to prevent it from worsening. If
the skin blisters or starts to peel, do not
pick at it.

Sun poisoning

Sun poisoning is a term used to
describe a really severe sun burn. It’s a
sun burn that’s so bad, that it produces
symptoms that make you feel poisoned.
The skin can be red and blistered, pain-
ful, swollen, and it may even tingle.
Some burns can result in headaches,
nausea, dizziness, fever, and chills. If
the burn covers a large area of your skin
or if you have a fever or chills, you
should seek medical care — do not
attempt to simply treat this type of burn
yourself. Otherwise, stay hydrated and
apply aloe, cool compresses, and take
ibuprofen to help with the pain and
inflammation.
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Treated to a super moon

it a traditional name. You're no

o doubt familiar with at least a few,
such as the Harvest Moon in September
or the Bare Moon most any weekend
night here at the lake. The names
vary depending on which list you look
at or which culture named them. T've
presented a list before, and I will again,
but not just now.

On July 12 we had the first full
moon after the June 21 solstice. Around
this time of year, in North America,
buck deer start growing antlers, thun-
der storms rage and farmers struggle to
pile up hay in their barns. Thus, accord-
ing to folklore, we call this full moon
the Buck Moon, Thunder Moon or Hay
Moon. Though not traditionally a recog-
nized name we were recently treated to
a Super Moon.

A supermoon rose above cities from
Los Angeles to London last Saturday
night, the first of three times this year
the full moon will orbit nearer the earth
and appear unusually large and bright.

l‘ach moon of the year carries with

Dave's Residential Services
Home: (269) 476-2797

Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

*Fertilizing

Handyman Repairs
* Roof to basement - inside and out
*Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
*Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers
*Decks and fences; fascia and sofhits
* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance
* Painting - interior and exterior
*Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
*We do windows
*Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care

* Spring and fall yard clean up
*Tree and shrub trimming
* Rototill our garden
*Mowing and Trimming

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker
* Fulfills all absentee homeowner's needs
* Periodically checks your property
* Provides second home peace of mind
* Call for all lake property requirements

The supermoon is technically
known as a perigee moon, and occurs
when the moon is full as it reaches per-
igee, the point of its orbit closest to the
earth. It looks largest when it’s closest
to the horizon, but as we've discussed
before, that’s just an optical illusion.

However, if it gets people out and
looking at the night sky and maybe
hooks them into astronomy, then it’s a
good thing.

Two additional supermoons are
expected in 2014, one on Aug. 10 and
another on Sept. 9. August’s supermoon
is expected to be the most remarkable
of the year, as the moon will be at it’s
closest point to Earth.

Look for the moon most any night
of the week, and even quite often it can
be seen during the day. There’s other
stuff up there too. Just go out, look up
and enjoy the show. It’s free. Thanks
for following.

~Stu Spratt
Celebrating 50 Years at Birch Lake

The Moon for July 12
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
llluminated Fraction: 0.369
1.2 days after last quarter

Sunrise: 6:25am
Sunset: 9:15pm
Moonrise: 1:03am
Moonset: 2:53pm
Day length: 14h 51m
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“The perfect location between
Michigan and Indiana”



YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19) While it's true
that everyone will have a shift of good fortune as
Jupiter changes signs this week — some will be lucki-
er than others. And you are one of them! In fact, you
come out a big winner! For the next 12 to 18 months,
And you WILL take a vacation! Start planning now.
Yeehaw!

Taurus (April 20-May 20) In the year
ahead, you will have greater inner peace and security
at home, in your personal life and with your family.
The next 12 to 18 months are the perfect time to pur-
chase real estate or a new home. It's also a great
time to invest in your home by redecorating or reno-
vating. Family relationships will be warmer, richer and
happier. This will make you happy because these are
all things you truly value.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) For the first
time since 2002-2003, Jupiter will travel through the
part of your chart that is your “home.” This will make
you optimistic and happy in the coming year because
your daily life will expand with possibilities of joy and
fun! Relations with siblings, neighbors and relatives
will improve. Your plans for the future will be larger.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) You will geta
year's run of happiness. You will be able to boost your
eamings. You will gain wealth by buying possessions
or receiving them as gifts. Basically, whatever you
most value will manifest in your world. This is the key.
Not everyone hopes for money. In the next year, you
will learn more about yourself through your posses-
sions and what it is you value.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) People and favor-
able resources will be drawn to you like magic. Your
luck and good fortune will improve. Relationships with
others will open up new avenues. Even the spiritual

dimension of your life will deepen. This is your chance
to get to know what you can accomplish because you
feel secure enough to try it or reach out; plus you
sense the approval of others.)

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) In the next year,
your spirituality and awareness will expand and deep-
en. You will look more compassionately at the world
around you and feel greater empathy for those who
suffer. You might encounter a powerful teacher (who
is or is not a formal teacher) or perhaps, you will play
this role for someone else. Metaphysics and the
occult will appeal, possibly even involvement in the
church. You will feel more content.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) Expect increased
opportunities to enjoy friends and activities in clubs
and professional associations. Your interaction with
others will benefit you. Friends will be supportive and
will give you help, advice and good ideas. Naturally,
you will do likewise for them. Just remember that
whatever you put out will come back to you even
more s0. S0 it's in your own best interests to reach
out to others and help them.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) Life is looking
up for Scorpios because lucky Jupiter now starts to
travel across the top of your chart for the first time in
12 years. This draws attention to you plus it generates
opportunities to boost your profession and career.
This will be a time of “getting ahead” for you. Some of
you will put your name up in lights because Jupiter
will magnify your reputation. Many will get a promotion
at work or increased public recognition. Expect to be
successful at what you do. Some will change their line
of work to medicine, healing, the law, higher education
and fravel. (If this is the case, they will not necessarily
get a promotion.)

Talk With A Live Person

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) Your
prayers are answered. Expect opportunities for exten-
sive travel and chances to learn and teach. Some wil
be involved in human potential movements and con-
sciousness-raising groups. Writers will be glad to
know it's a great time for publishing and working in the
media. Interaction with foreign countries will increase,
perhaps romantically.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) The com-

ing year will generate wealth and money for you. This
means many of you will get an inheritance or money

back from the government or wealth through partner-
ships and marriage. The coming year is a great time

to get a loan or mortgage. You might have the use of
things that others own. You will also benefit indirectly

through the increased wealth of others. .

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Your one-to-
one encounters and close partnerships will improve.
Marriage, committed partnerships and professional
partnerships will benefit you and enhance your life in
many ways. Incidentally, this even includes your rela-
tionship with doctors, consultants and counselors.
Expect to be more involved with people from foreign
countries and other cultures. If you marry or partner in
the next year, this person will be older, richer and
worldlier. This is a good year to marry.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) Your health
and work will improve in the coming year. If you don't
like your job, you can get a different and better job. If
you like your job but you have a terrible boss — this
boss will disappear or be transferred. You can get bet-
ter duties or better working conditions and surround-
ings. Your health will improve with increased physical
strength and vitality. But you might gain weight.

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

THE YEAR!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

Emergency
® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

Service

® Longest Warranties in the Business
® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S

———

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, Mi

269-687-7192 nies, v
866'751 -1 470 Toll Free

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

&= ™ @B Major Credit Cards Accepted

e @ =S

35 Yre & Coder

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net




BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES
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Yeah, me neither!
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BLYC Officers and Directors

2013 BLYC Officers
Patty Luecht (E)...........ccooecvreenenene 476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com
Fred Freihofer (N)............ccccoeueee. 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com
Holly Troeger Treasurer (E) .......... 476-9898
amvine@aol.com
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)....... 476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N)........... 476-2843
mmtlconcrete@aol.com

2013 BLYC Directors
Chas Grundy Past Comm (H) ....... 476-7062

Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Greg Bolin (W)......cccooveevciene 476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E)........ccccceevvevvrierenens 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W) 574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com
Terry Dugan (S) .......ccccovvvvvieeennns 476-2814
s581122@aol.com
Celia Fallon (E) ........cccccceoevevvninnnnee 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com
Pam Mullin (N) ..o 476-1080
Classegirli@comcast.net
Steve Quinlan (W).........ccccoeeneee. 476-8802
stevequinlan2@yahoo.com
Vickie Rogers (C) .......cccccoevvrurrennne. 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)...........cc.c....... 476-2407
paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E).......c.ccccovvnnenne 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com
Denise Smitley (W) ..........ccoeueee. 476-9000
dsmitley@industrial-pack.com
PJ Vandewalle (H)...........c.cccoc...... 476-7086

pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S)................. 269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E)........ccccoceoeereevrennnene 476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sue Williams (S) ........cccccevvvveennne 476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

NON-DIRECTOR ATTENDEES:
Jim Bollinger BLYC Homeowners’
Association Chairman (E).............. 476-9737

debo36@comcast.net

Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E)......cccceevmennenrennnn 476-1467
paulf@hrpconstruction.com

Deb Spratt (N).......ccoeerveireeee e
debspratt@cressyandeverett.com

Upcoming Board Meetings
July 12, August 9, September 6
all board meetings begin at 9 am

Birch Lake Water Temperature

Birch Lake Temperatures - 3 day moving average - 4' depth
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DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION

No Job Too Large or Too Small!

Restoration

Bob Bienz

All Types of Remodeling
* New Home Construction *

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, Mi
email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

CHIMNEY SWIFT
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

Ron CoLBor
Master Sweep

58550 Eller Drive
Osceola, IN 46561

Ph: (574) 674-5257
Cell: (574) 514-4831

= ellective solutions to their

specific needs.

©

At Tuesley Hall Konopa,

we've built our reputation
providing quality legal services
lo businesses throughout the
community. Along the way,
we've learned one universal
truth. Business as usual seldom
is. That's why we work hard

to make sure we thoroughly
understand the unique needs
of each and every client.

This enables us to provide
relevant strategic insights and,
ultimately, identify the most

TUESLEY - HALL - KONOPA s

attorneys
UxpzrsTANDING. INSIGHTFUL. EFFEQTIVE.
574.232.3538

thklaw.com




Birch Barker Word Search

Birch Lake Boats

Find each of the following words.

HURRICANE
PONTOON
SPEEDBOAT
SWIMRAFT
SUNFISH
CHRISCRAFT

PADDLEBOARD
GLASTRON
SEARAY
SAILBOAT
MELGES
INFLATABLERAFT

KAYAK
ASYWPITESCETAOHNCIPPEAPNSPADLEBAORDB

HOBIE
FISHINGBOAT
KIDDRAGGER
AQUAPATIO
WATERMAT
SANPAN
CANOE
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Cheddar Bacon Hamburgers

Original recipe makes 4 burgers

Ingredients

1 pound ground beef

1/2 cup shredded Cheddar cheese

2 tablespoons prepared horseradish
1/2 teaspoon salt

1/2 teaspoon pepper

1/2 teaspoon garlic powder

1/2 cup real bacon bits

4 hamburger buns

Directions

1. Preheat grill for high heat.

2. In a large bowl, mix together the ground beef,

Cheddar cheese, horseradish, salt, pepper, garlic
powder, and bacon bits using your hands. Shape
the mixture into 4 hamburger patties.

3. Lightly oil the grill grate. Place hamburger pat-

Certified Organic - Experience the “Natural” Difference! l’

Massage ~ Facials ~ Waxing -
Manicure ~ Pedicure

Group Spa Parties ~ Gift Cards

11920 McKinley St e
Jones, _\lichig;in 49061 WWW, \) a{a’ﬂﬁa|0nand8pa.c0m

ties on the grill, and cook for 5 minutes per side,
or until well done.
4. Serve on buns.

CALI NAILS

*Shellac-Gel Polish *Pink and White

*Acrylic Nails *Manicure
*Gel Nails *Pedicure
|
/ North Pointe Plaza
Open Hours 3223 Northview Dr.
Mon - Sat Elkhart, IN 46514
9:00am-800pm (Near K-Mart)
.. Sunday
11:00 a.m - 4:00 p.m (574) 266-6587

Birch Barker Special!
Mention Birch Lake when you visit
and you will receive a discount!

Ll 2 Professional
: Picture Framing

From Design

’/’M to Finish

Friite & ¢ Gallery

62 N. Main, Three Rivers, MI Give the gift of framing

2 69'273 _903 4 Jfor that personal touch

www.goldenfinchframe.com Gift Certificates Available

~Trinkets, Artifacts & Antiques~




Camp Tannadoonah

om the Camp Tannadoonah Counselors in Training
?ECITS)Z

Camp Tannadoonah is our home away from home. Our
friendships last a lifetime, and everyone misses it when they leave.
We make tons of new friends, and we’re never bored! After
camp is over, we still have the songs stuck in our heads. We can’t
help but look back at all the memories. We love nature, and the
food. We’re disconnected from technology.

With the culture at camp, we can completely be ourselves.
Everyone is constantly laughing and the counselors are like
friends. No one even has time to be homesick because this is our
family. We are truly a gathering of friends, on a hill, above Birch
Lake, among the trees.

Memories, a song written by a group of campers and CITs

A gathering of friend from all different places

All different stories, all different faces

Nothing to lose, but hoping to gain

Friendships and joy that will abways remain

‘Cause although our bright futures seem so far abead
Youll look back at these years and wonder where they went

Chorus: All around a canpfire with onr friends by onr side
Not a care in the world with onr heads held high

Dreans lie within every one of our hearts

Dreans we can't achieve without having to part

So well marke the best of the time we have together

Well cherish the moment and never say never

‘Cause in the end youll always rementber

That the days may fly by, but the menories last forever

3 YEARS AS A TOP-100 DEALER
FULLY STOCKED PRO SHOP
YOUR PADDLEBOARD SOURCE
BOATS BY NAUTIQUE
PONTOONS BY SOUTH BAY
LARGE USED BOAT

SELECTION

"il',* -

= —
—— _+_—-ﬂ
e _____-,.__._.-4 -.-_‘-

—_ . # - '#P —
WAKESIDE MARINE 574.264.2874
51305 State Road 19 wakesidemarine.com

Elkhart, IN 46514 Iullguadedliakefunl

Couple years gone like clonds in the sky

A little bit older, but all the niore wise

‘Cause those stars up high, they shine for us

"They bring us closer to the ones that we love

Then one day reality strikes and you're forced to realize
That you can't stay in this little place for the rest of your life

Chorus

Bridge: All grown up in this big old world
Alone and trying to find your self

But time goes on and you find that you've become
Someone else. ...

Chorus

Nosw you've lived your life, 83 years old

Al lessons learned, every story told

But when you look back, all that you can see

Abre those warm summers spent on a lake amwong the trees
How you made the best of the joy and the pain

You had a great time in the sun and the rain

Even when peaple you love seens to change

Youll look back and find that the memories still remain

Chorus

~contact Miss Amber at
amber@tannadoonah.org

CAMP TANNADOONAH

BiRCH LAKE

http://tannadoonah.org

o State of the Art Skilled Nursing Facility
providing professional care with
compassion and respect,

o Located on 140 acres among woods
and fields

@ Generously staffed nursing department
@ Outstanding therapy dept. provides physical,

occupalional, and speech services, @ Variely of activities and home-cooked meals.




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE
For Sale: Continental DOUBLE
Jet Ski trailer with storage com-
partment. $1,100. Call Becky at 574-
386-8609 or Ron at 269-816-1018

For Sale. 14Ft. Smokercraft
fishing boat with Johnson
motor. Includes shore station.
$850. Call 269-244-3592 or 574-323-
1879 for more information

For Sale: Electric Razor
Scooter. Great for kids!
Rechargeable. $75.00. Call Kevin at
269-476-2166 or 773-304-8042.

Two jet skis, two place trailer
and lift. 1995 Sea-Doo and newer
Yamaha. A few warts and smile lines
as expected. Complete package
$1900.00, OBO. Call 476-9862
Garceau’s or call Stanley Pitakos.

As we get ready to bid beautiful Birch
Lake goodbye we'd like to offer our
neighbors some of our toys that we will
not be able to use back in Itasca:

1998 Chaparral Sunesta 235
deck boat $11995; RSG electric
5000 Ib boat lift $4000; EZ-GO electric
golf cart $3500; Various sized life vests
$35; Various sized wet suits $50; 3 per-
son tube $100; smaller towable $35.
Call Stan (630-816-3372)

COTTAGE FOR RENT

2 bedroom cottage on west
side of Birch Lake for rent.
$650/week, call 476-2744

3 BR lakeside cottage for
rent. $850/week. Contact llene at
574-360-8766

WANTED TO RENT
We are considering having a family
reunion, but our place can only
accommodate 12 or so people at a
time. Anyone else on the lake might
be willing to rent their cot-
tage? Contact Mike Code at
mcode@lowis-gellen.com

WANTED
Wanted - lakefront cottage to
BUY! Thinking of selling? Please let
me know moorjen@hotmail.com

Camp needs a ski boat. If

someone has one and wants to
donate It or sell cheep. Skiing is a
real camper hit.

FREE
Swim Raft. Call Marlow at 574-
903-3431.

LOST & FOUND
LOST - Our last daughter; goes
by the name of Chelsie. Cute kid;
sentimental value only, no reward. If
found contact Bob & Sandy (above).

LOST - prescription sunglass-
es, gold aviator style. | lost them
either at the turtle races, or on the
west side. If you find them, please call
Tricia Zoller @ 773-230-4521. Thanks!

Lost: Grandchildren’s favorite
toys: Tupperware 3 cups (orange w/
holes, green w/ holes, blue), 1 yellow
Fisher-Price man. If found please
return to Quinlans (west side) or call
476-8802.

HELP WANTED
Camp Fire River Bend, and Camp
Tannadoonah a growing Michiana
based youth development non-profit
with club programs, is seeking vol-
unteers to assist in our
Fundraising, Marketing, and
Finance Committees and to
serve on our board. Please
contact us at info@riverbendcampfire.
org or at 574-387-6095.

MiSC.
Come out to the Newberg Twp
Fire and EMS Open House
Saturday, July 19 from 11 am to 3 pm
at the Newberg Fire Department in
Jones. Rib meal, chicken on a stick,
hot dog meal, ice cream, sno cones
and cotton candy available.

CLASSIFIED ADS
Classified advertising in the
Birch Barker is free to mem-
bers of the Birch Lake Yacht

Club (subject to the approval of the
editor and the BLYC Board of directors),
and $5 per ad for non-members (please
pay in advance). To submit an ad, email

it to Sailorphil@philvitale

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

2014 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

support the BLYC, support the Birch Lake Community!

BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

BLYC Associate Member Dues

($10 / year)

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Committee

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund

Misec.

Total contribution:

Address

Make checks payable to

BLYC

c/o Holly Troeger

1516 Ash Dr.

East

Elkhart, IN 46514




DO YOU LIVIE WI'TH A

PAN
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Maybe you have neck, back, shoulder, or knee pain.

Pain that isn’t getting any better. Maybe it’s getting worse.

Even if you are considering surgery
or have had surgery with little or no improvement,
there’s a good chance | can help.
Chronic pain is my specialty and for 18 years
I’ve had incredible success treating it.
Brad Sandler, D.O.

&

Spine & Orthopedic
Medicine, Inc

Call 877.577.4631

spineorthomed.com

24 North St. Joseph Ave.
Niles, M1 49120
269.687.7246 (PAIN)

3740 Edison Lakes Parkway 2500 Niles Ave., St. 3
Mishawaka, IN 46545 St Joseph, M| 49085
574.255.7246 (PAIN) 269.428.7246 (PAIN)




PRE-OWNED Putting the

7'\ E 23| SERVICE

in CUSTOMER SERVICE
BOATS, MOTORS, Pickup, Delivery, Detailing,

LIFTS, PWCS Summer Trailer Storage

Service Above and Beyond

Indoor
Winter
Boat

Storage

Summer
Trailer
Storage

Boat Butler ic

Buy A Boat — Sell Your Boat
We Buy & Sell Boats, Personal Watercraft & Boat Lifts

“by appointment” for your convenience

Pre-Owned Specialist

Specializing in pre-owned Boats, Motors,

Lifts and Personal Watercraft
to answer all of your boating needs!

269-476-2222

www.boatbutlermarine.com

Boat Butler lic Cassopolis, Ml 49031 2014




we’ve ot You Covered!

¢ Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

= ¥ o Roll Curtains for
i ° Screened Porches

¢ Aluminum Porch
Canopies

¢ Boat Covers and Tops

e Canvas Repair

e Aluminum Awnings

SALES ® SERVICE © INSTALLATION

e Call us for a free
| at-home
demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated
since 1985

AWNING

12291 Bidelman Road ® Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307

www.sunandsshadeawnin



