
After a weekend full of events, it’s 
really nice to just be able to sit 
here in the Flamingo Room and 

listen to the quiet. The rain has stopped 
for now, and the lake is glass-like.  
There are a few occasional ripples from 
an energetic fish trying to grab an after-
noon snack, but not much else is hap-
pening out on the lake.  The stillness is 
so surreal — almost like someone 
pushed the mute button on the remote! 
I’m putting this day in the memory box, 
and I will bring it out when we have one 
of those melancholy winter days. I know 
it will help to lift my spirit and make me 
appreciate my life and all I have. 
 This past weekend, my suave and 
debonair husband Bill, attended his 
40th class reunion at the Lerner 
Theater in Elkhart.  I was allowed to go, 
also, and got to hear lots of stories and 
meet many of Bill’s friends.  It was fun, 
but I couldn’t help wondering how all 
those people got so old and Bill and I 
hadn’t. Perhaps it’s the water of Birch 

Lake?
  Corn and sausage dinner last 
Saturday was scrumptious!  I think I’m 
still full from all the great food!  Kudos 
to Blair and Bernie for organizing and 
all the many, many volunteers.  I’m sure 
Blair has the complete list of helpers, so 
I won’t even attempt to name all that 
were involved.  What a wonderful sum-
mer tradition and I am marking my cal-
endar right now for next year!
 A few more fun things coming up 
before we start winding down.  
Saturday, Aug. 16, Camp T will treat us 
to an evening of food, and music.  
(ANOTHER EVENING I DON’T HAVE 
TO COOK!!!!) It’s a fun event and a 
chance to just relax and visit with 
friends and neighbors.
 Fall dinner tickets now on sale. 
Remember no tickets will be available at 
the door, so get yours ASAP! I tried to 
get VC Fry to reveal his new second in 
command.  No luck. I’ll be just as sur-
prised as everyone else.
 I had a blonde moment and stated 
the board meeting was last Saturday. 
Nope, it’s Aug 9.  Board meeting at 9 am 
THIS Saturday, followed by a 

Homeowners Meeting.  One thing for 
sure, it’s really is the final board meet-
ing for Holly and me! 
 Well a jet ski just zoomed around 
the lake, so the stillness is gone for right 
now, so I’m going to wrap this up for 
this week.  
 Have fun on the lake, stay safe, 
watch for the pink lights and always 
remember ... PINK ... it’s not just a 
color, it’s an ATTITUDE!!!!

~Bad Patty, Commodore 2014

Commodore’s Comments 2014 Birch Lake Calendar

Aug 16 ����������������������������������Camp T Hog Roast
Aug 23 ��������������������BLYC Fall Dinner — Page 9
Oct 18 �������������������������������������������� Chili Cook Off
May 2, 2015 �������������������������BLYC Spring Dinner
June 27, 2015���������������������������People’s Regatta
July 4, 2015 ������������������������������������������ Fireworks
July 5, 2015 ���������������������������Pancake Breakfast
July 11 ����������������������������������������������� House Walk

More info soon
July 17, 2015 �������������������������Ladies’ Golf Outing 
TBA ��������������������������������������������Poker Run 2015

Dates subject to change.  
Watch the Barker for updates!

The Birch Barker is always soliciting and accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items 
in the stone newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos 

or other materials returned.  To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-168, or contact BLYC Commodore Patty Luecht (269) 476-2615.  --Phil V
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Thanks to Mr. Bob for the eerie reflection pic of a north shore sailboat (or is it a UFO?)



Camp T Hog Roast — August 16
 Join us at the 6th Annual Hog 
Roast at Camp Tannadoonah to cele-
brate another wonderful year, thank our 
volunteers and donors, and remember 
what an amazing thing it is to be a kid!
 Attendance is free. Please bring a 
dish to share.
 Live music! Fantastic friends! 
Wonderful food! Pulled pork and soft 
drinks are provided. Beer/wine is avail-
able for those 21+.
 Please join us for the silent auction 
to benefit Camp Fire River Bend and 
Camp Tannadoonah! Or donate online 
at tannadoonah.org/donate.

Fall Dinner is August 23!
 Want to be first to meet the new 
Vice Commodore? Then buy a ticket to 
the Fall Dinner! See the add in the 
Barker for details. Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance and are not available 
at the door.      

~VC Fry

Corn & Sausage Roast 
A Great Big Thank You!
 Last Saturday’s Corn & Sausage 
Roast will certainly be remembered 
fondly among the long line of successful 
Roasts of the past.  Over 150 lake neigh-
bors and friends enjoyed wiping their 
mouths from the scrumptious brats from 
Mills Market in Zimmyville, the wonder-
ful sweet corn from a farm in Granger 
on CR 2, and the perfect hot dogs (sorry 
we ran out!) and chicken breasts.  The 

feast was tremendous when you add in 
the coleslaw, potato salad, green beans, 
baked beans, cookies, watermelon, lem-
onade and iced tea.  Great food, beauti-
ful weather and plenty of laughs com-
bined for an outstanding day.  Thank 
you to all who helped make this fun 
event such a success, starting with our 
leaders Blair and Bernie Garceau.  And 
a GREAT BIG THANK YOU to the out-
standing crew who helped in so many 
ways: Vickie and Cornmaster Tom 
Rogers, Sue and Cornhusker Pat 
Williams, Greeters and Cashiers Denise 
and Jeff Smitley, Gordon and Michelle 
Seyfarth, Bill and Patty Luecht, Stan 
Pitakos, Greg Bolin, Carla Chester, Bob 
Waddle, Steve and Julie Plaia, and Julie 
and Mike Sheffieck.  What teamwork!  
See you all next year!

Annual Homeowners’ meeting
 There will be a meeting of the 
Homeowners’ Association on Saturday 
Aug. 9 immediately following the Yacht 
Club Board meeting. The Birch Lake 
Homeowners’ Association has 5 mem-
bers, all Birch Lake property owners. 
Their mission is to monitor county and 
township activities that may have an 
effect on the property or have conse-
quences for the owners of property on 
Birch Lake. We do this by attending 
county and township meetings then pre-
senting the information found, and hav-
ing speakers from these entities come 
explain their proposals or positions 
when necessary. Our goal is to always 

present to the homeowners with infor-
mation that will allow them to have an 
informed opinion, and taking recommen-
dations regarding what is best for the 
lake and its residents back to the respec-
tive boards. This has been a slow year 
with little to report but we will still hold 
a meeting and all residents are welcome 
to attend. Thank you.

~James Bolinger, chairman

Berries & Pork
 Long ago, in a galaxy far, far away, 
a rather hip(pie) professor by the name 
of Dr. John Barber immersed students 
in a core class. His lecture series offered 
what was, at the time, revolutionary 
multimedia. A musical group called 
Strawberry Fields supported the 
Colloquium. Over time the Strawberries 
developed their own following and per-
formed at various events.
 Those same musicians still gather 
due to an enduring friendship hatched 
in youth. Now? A bit older, with possibly 
less hair, or gray hair ... when together 
… music happens. The genre includes: 
CSNY, Buffalo Springfield, etc., etc. 
Think: lightly amplified acoustic sounds 
of the 70s.
 Ever ready to support a good cause, 
Strawberry Fields will make music at 
the Camp Tannadoonah pig roast on 
Saturday, August 16.
 Pork ‘n berries. Got tie-dye?

Eagle encounter
 While fishing yesterday in the SW 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Lutz Concrete

Be the first

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts
17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, MI 

(269) 279-7973 mmtlconcrete@aol.com

Later this year Lutz Concrete will be
installing a beautiful compass rose made 
of stamped and stained concrete (see
photo at right) in a new concrete 
garage-style apron at the entrance 
of the Birch Lake Yacht Club.

This design is an example 
of the services and products 
available for our our friends 
and neighbors at Birch Lake!

Interested in a whole new 
“nautical” look for your plain old 
garage or entrance?

Call us today!



corner of the lake my son Collin, son-in-law Aaron Bell, my 
grandson Cole Bell spotted two Bald Eagles, one of which (the 
male) dove down to catch a fish but missed.

~J. Patrick McGann 

Beware!
  Folks, be aware of this. Lawn flamingos may seem kitschy 
and adorable, but they can pick a T-Rex clean in under 90 sec-
onds at this time of year. Be careful. Use a trusted anti-fla-
mingo spray before venturing outdoors. Let’s be safe out there.
https://www.facebook.com/rlnaquin 

Bon anniversaire Claude
 Claude Petit, Birch lake home owner (south side) will cele-
brate his 69th birthday is Aug 10.  Claude has been at and 
loved Birch Lake for 25 years.
 Happy Birthday Claude!

SEPSA Pancake Breakfast
 SEPSA Fire Authority/Porter Fire Department will host 
it’s annual Public Safety Fair/Pancake Breakfast this 
Saturday, August 9 from 8 am to noon at the Cass County 
Shrine Club. Many vendors including Child ID by Cass 
County Sheriff Department, and Many other Cass County 
Service Agencies. Fire Safety Information for everyone. Door 
Prizes hourly.  The MedFlight Helicopter is scheduled to 
arrive at 10 am. Come join the FireFighters and learn about 
the community services available.

Training our herons?
 East sider Tom Decoker sent the following web link in 
hopes that someone might want to train the herons on Birch 
Lake ... See https://www.facebook.com/photo.
php?v=10204262495191468&fref=nf (no spaces) for info.

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

— Birch Lake Notes —

Photo by Carol McCoy

Kid of the Week

Katie Doherty of Chicago, a guest of Rick and ?able 
Patti Russwurm (north shore) last weekend, helped out 
on the Committee Boat during the races. 

Blair Wozny, son of Bob Wozny (West Side) and Diana Wozny 
(South Side), was married July 26 to Holly Patterson in South 
Bend at St. Stanislaus Catholic Church followed by a reception at 
South Bend Country Club.

Girls and Guys Sunday pics:  A Polish tradition celebra-
tion called Poprawiny was held the day after the wedding 
(Sunday) at Blair’s father’s home, Bob Wozny, on the 
West Side, with family and friends.



And don’t forget that ALL boat traffic must 
travel COUNTER-CLOCKWISE at all times!

Message sponsored by the HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION of Birch Lake

— Birch Lake Notes —
Corn + Sausage = YUM



— Birch Lake Notes —

Photos by the SPARKYcam



UNION INSURANCE AGENCY
Corner of US 12 & Union Rd., Union, MI 49130
Independent Agency
269-641-5995
fax: 269-641-5787
email: Sue@unionins.net
www.unionins.net

— Barker kids of the Week —

SUPER
SUMMER
SAVINGS

KID-OF-THE-WEEK PHOTOS!
Everyone loves to see their kid in the paper ... and one picture is worth a thousand words! 

Send your kid of the week  to me (or grandpa of the week or neighbor of the week or dog of the week ... 
we even print weeds of the week!)  with the details via email at SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

THEN AND NOW

Bill Luecht, east 
side, husband of 
2014 BLYC Com-
modore Bad Patty, 
attended his 40th 
high school class 
reunion last week-
end in Elkhart.  At 
left is Bill’s year-
book photo from 
when he gradu-
ated in 1974-3/4; 
at right is a photo 
of Bill and Patty 
at the function.  
Congratulations 
Bill, hope you had 
fun with all the 
old people at the 
reunion.



— Barker kids of the Week —

Birch Lake Home for Sale — 14878 Birch Lakeshore Dr.  
2 bedrooms, 52 ft. frontage, sandy beach — $289,900

Birch Lake Cottage with 52 FT of frontage, sandy beach, knotty pine 
walls, vaulted wood ceilings, stone fireplace and 2 enclosed porch ar-
eas with awesome views� Spacious living room, quaint kitchen area, 
and huge loft area with extra sleeping room for the guests� Two car 
detached garage and plenty of parking space� Bright and cheery with 
the many windows and enclosed front room for family gatherings�

Birch Lake Home for Sale — 14867 Birch Lakeshore Dr. — Reduced to $ 149,000
Adorable updated 3 BR home on All-Sports Birch Lake with a separate 

deeded and private 22 Ft lot on the lake for your 
boating pleasure and water activities� Updates 

include new central air, roof, heat pump, 
water heater, well pump, flooring, and kitchen� 

Cute house with patio and nice lake lot with fire pit 
and awesome views of Beautiful Birch Lake�

Cove kids Kat, Gisella, Emily and Lily showing off there sun 
visors and photo frames they made at a tea party we had for 
Lily before she moved to Florida.  Kat & Emily are grandchil-
dren of Vickie & Tom Rogers, Gisella is the daughter of Ben 
Tran and Lily is the granddaughter of Jim & Linda Bergan.

That’s all six of our grandchildren at Camp T, where they 
spent this week ... From left are Morgann, Lexi, Camron, 
Dominic, Aley and Jazzie ... We hope the Camp recovers!

Mullin grandson and dog ... north shore



— Barker kids of the Week —

Handyman Repairs
* Roof to basement - inside and out

*Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
*Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

*Decks and fences; fascia and soffits
* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance
* Painting - interior and exterior

*Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
*We do windows

*Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
* Spring and fall yard clean up

*Tree and shrub trimming
* Rototill our garden

*Mowing and Trimming
*Fertilizing

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker

* Fulfills all absentee homeowner's needs
* Periodically checks your property

* Provides second home peace of mind
* Call for all lake property requirements 

Dave's Residential Services
Home: (269) 476-2797

Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

Anya and Claire Noneman, great-granddaughters of Duffy 
and Sue Dufour (east side). Anya is four years old and Claire 
celebrates her first birthday on August 5.

Jac Dundek, grandson of Jim and Debbie Bolinger as a kid 
of the week. Jac, his mom, dad and two sisters are visiting 
from Antibes, France for the next three weeks. This is how 
they entertain him in France because there is no lake to 
swim in (just the Mediterranean Sea, poor souls!)



Fleet Captain’s Corner

Thanks to all the sailors who 
waited on wind and placement 
of our marks!  Harold Cramner 

and I conferred a few times and albeit 
late, I decided that we would hold the 
races after all.  Special thanks to 
Harold who not only places the marks 
but determines the most effective (and 
fun) course for us to sail.  Hats off  to 
Harold! 
 Committee boat, what can I say!  
Joining myself and Bad Pattie were 
Sandy Vitale, Patti Russwurm, Katie 
Doherty (Salty Dog Kate) and Carol 
McCoy.  This was a maiden voyage for 
Carol, we sure had fun and hope you 
join us again! 

- First mate Amy

Committee Boat Assignments
for the upcoming Races

August Races
10 — Bad Patty
17 — Committee boat needed
24 — Committee boat needed

Labor Day Regatta
August 30 — Bad Patty
August 31 —  Bad Patty
Sept. 1 — Committee boat needed

 Committee Boat volunteers are 
always needed to help start and run 
the races.  
 It’s fun, It’s easy; will train! 
 Call Mike or Amy at 476-2843.

Patience ... waiting for the wind

2014 Weekly/Season Sailing Results
     
Date .................................................................3-Aug .................. 3-Aug .................. 3-Aug ...................Total  ...........................Season
Race ................................................................25 ......................... 26 ........................ 27 .........................Points ........................Average
MC Scow/Sailor
Scott Troeger  #1489 .....................................DNS ..................... DNS ..................... DNS ......................31376 ...............................1569
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ........................................3 ........................... 1........................... DNS ......................34624 ...............................1505
Phil Vitale  #500 .............................................4 ........................... 2........................... DNS ......................29590 ...............................1409
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2412 .......................1 ........................... 3........................... DNS ......................34573 ...............................1383
Bob King  #1199 ............................................2 ........................... 4........................... DNS ......................30182 ...............................1372
Bill Luecht  #1579 ..........................................DNS ..................... DNS ..................... DNS ......................27319 ...............................1301
Gib Eberhart  #916 ........................................5 ........................... 5........................... DNS ......................20429 ...............................1277
Rick Harman & Kids......................................6 ........................... DNS ..................... DNS ......................1225 .................................1225
Pat McGann ....................................................DNS ..................... DNS ..................... DNS ......................2245 ................................. 1123

Sunfish/Sailor
Stewart Spratt ................................................2 ........................... 2........................... 2 ............................28022 ...............................1557
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ......................1 ........................... 1........................... 1 ............................26179 ...............................1540
Brad Davis ......................................................DNS ..................... DNS ..................... DNS ......................11791 ...............................1474
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) ........................DNS ..................... DNS ..................... DNS ......................25787 ...............................1433
Herb Cleveland ..............................................3 ........................... 3........................... 3 ............................19624 ...............................1402
Katie Luecht (White/Red/Blue) ....................DNS ..................... DNS ..................... DNS ......................4186 .................................1395
Peter Soldoto .................................................DNS ..................... DNS ..................... DNS ......................16073 ...............................1339
Chris of the Scofields ...................................DNS ..................... DNS ..................... DNS ......................2525 .................................1263
Bill Butler ........................................................DNS ..................... DNS ..................... DNS ......................13501 ...............................1227
Nick Anderson ...............................................DNS ..................... DNS ..................... DNS ......................9739 .................................1217
Camille Butler ................................................DNS ..................... DNS ..................... DNS ......................19060 ............................... 1191

Legend:
DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season�
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th 
place)� DNF, DSQ are not counted toward minimum number of races needed�   
CB — sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total�
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted   

Dear Birch Lakers 
(Especially You Sailors!)

 This is a little late in coming, but you 
know how the summer gets away from you!  
We would like to extend a big Thank You to 
the organizers of this year’s Family Regatta.  
It was so kind of you to remember dad (Don 
Harman).  He treasured this lake and loved 
sailing on it.  He took joy in so many things, 
but was especially happy when he was teach-
ing novice sailors (particularly children).  He 
would be so thrilled to see that the Regatta is 
continuing on, and while he would have rolled 
his eyes and told you it wasn’t necessary to 
name it after him, we are happy that people 
will get to remember him in this way.
 Fair winds and following seas

~The Harman Family

What time are the races 
supposed to start anyway?

 I was very disappointed last Sun-
day when the marks for the sailboat 
races didn’t go out by noon, and even 
more disappointed when the MC rac-
es didn’t start until almost 1:30 pm ... 
Because of prior commitments I was 
forced to forgo sailing altogether, even 
though I had planned to race.   I try 
to set my schedule to accommodate 
the agreed on times, but when it gets 
pushed back so far it completely spoils 
my Sunday!  Some of us have to drive 
home (trunk slammers, you know), 
and delaying by that extra hour and 
a half just doesn’t work!  The least 
we can do is be at the starting line for 

the start, whether it’s at 11 or noon 
... don’t make the entire fleet wait for 
you! So, sailors, please make an effort 
to be out there for the start — after 
all, time and tide wait for no man!

~Disappointed Sailor

UPDATE: Technical Protest 
against MC1489

 Several sleuths managed to get 
good intel on the various rig settings 
(and are feverishly trying to replicate 
them on their respective boats).  An 
argument broke out over where to 
drill hull core samples and what size 
hole saw should be used.  
 Watch this space.



“Goodbye Summer, Hello Fall”
2014 Fall Dinner
BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

SATURDAY AUGUST 23, 2014

Social Hour 5:30
Appetizers/Cash Bar

Dinner Served 6:30

Fall Dinner Menu:
                            Baked Lasagna*     Roasted Italian Vegetable 
                            House Salad             Ciabatta Bread   
                            Lemon Mousse       Lemonade                    
                            Water                       Coffee 

*Gluten free please request prior to August 15 to cdfreihofer@aol.com

Year End Meeting 7:30
Meet the new Vice Commodore

Ticket price: $18.00
Tickets must be purchased in advance 
Watch Barker for Ticket Information

Appetizers

For tickets, contact Vickie Rogers for the cove and west shore ,Good Patti Russwurm for 
the north shore, Sue Waddle for the east shore and Sue Williams for the south shore. 



Have you ever awakened in the morning, looked in the 
mirror, and noticed a pimply appearing bump on your 
eye?  If so, you may have developed a stye on your eye!  

Styes are formed when one of the oil secreting glands in our 
eyes becomes blocked 
from makeup, dust, 
or other debris.  Most 
styes are completely 
harmless, and will go 
away on their own in 
a few days, but below 
are some tips for what 
you can do to manage 
the unsightly, in-
flamed stye.
 Treatment for a 
stye is simple and you 
usually do not need to 
go to a doctor.  You can 

help the stye resolve faster by applying a warm compress to 
the stye for 10-15 minutes a few times each day until the stye 
ruptures on its own. With this being said, do not try to pop the 
stye yourself — let it burst on its own! If you try and rupture 
the stye yourself, you can promote infection and create a bigger 
problem than what you started with. 
 Until your stye ruptures, don’t wear makeup or contact 
lenses and avoid touching your eye.  For the next few days 
while the stye tries to rupture, your eyelid might be swollen, 
watery, and painful. 
 Call your health care provider if the stye doesn’t resolve in 
a week, or becomes more painful or swollen after several days 

of warm compresses.  You should also see a doctor if you have 
vision problems or develop a fever.  Keep in mind, once you 
start applying warm compresses, the stye should start feeling 
better.  If it’s only getting worse, you may have an infection 
that requires a doctor to prescribe an antibiotic.  
 To prevent future styes, wash off makeup at bedtime and 
take measures to prevent bacteria growth on makeup applica-
tors.  Makeup should be replaced every 6 months and brushes 
should be washed regularly. When outside, take protective 
measures against debris by wearing sunglasses or safety gog-
gles, especially when mowing the lawn!  

— Dana on Drugs —
How to treat a stye

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008



Here’s something you’re not used to seeing in this column... today we’re going 
to talk about something that will happen this week.  Not something that 
happened last week and you missed because you didn’t even know about it. 

(Whoever writes this tripe should be fired.) 
 Perseid meteor shower activity should peak around Aug. 12-13 this year, but 

it might be best viewed around now because 
of the full moon. The August supermoon most 
likely will have Earth’s nearest neighbor 
dominating the sky the nights before and after 
Aug. 10 this year. Therefore, amateur and 
professional astronomers may catch their best 
glimpses of the Perseids this weekend.
 First of all, what is a supermoon?  Well, 
for the dozen or so whose Barker may have 
been misdelivered recently, a supermoon is 
technically known as a perigee moon, and oc-
curs when the moon is full as it nears perigee, 
the point of its orbit closest to the earth.  This 
month’s supermoon is the second of three in a 
row and is expected to be the most remarkable 
of the year, as the moon will be at it’s closest 
point to Earth.
 As for the meteor show(er), the U.S. 
space agency crunched numbers last year that 
cemented the reputation of the Perseid mete-
or shower as the fireball 

champion of all annual celestial events. The Perseid meteor 
shower produces more fireballs than any other.
 The Comet Swift-Tuttle, aka 109P/Swift-Tuttle, gener-
ates the Perseid meteor shower. Each summer, Earth passes 
through a cloud of dust produced by the comet as it approaches 
the sun. At the peak of Earth’s tour of the debris field, as many 
as 100 meteoroids per hour strike the atmosphere at a veloci-
ty of about 133,200 mph. The shower has been, is and will be 
visible between July 17 and Aug. 24 this year.
 As customary with almost all celestial events in the night 
sky — except the odd supermoon, of course — light pollution is 
a key factor in viewing the Perseid meteor shower. Therefore, 
the best thing you can do to maximize the number of meteors 
you’ll see, is to get as far away from urban light pollution as 
possible and find a location with a clear, unclouded view of the 
night sky.  Generally not a problem here at the lake.  But light 
from the full moon will likely obscure fainter shooting stars.  
Many though may be as bright as Jupiter or Venus and provide 
a stunning picture in the sky along side the bigger and brighter 
than normal supermoon.
 Once you get settled into your viewing location, search for 
the darkest patch of sky you can find, as meteors can appear 
anywhere overhead. Meteors will travel in a path from the 
constellation for which the shower is named. This apparent 
point of origin is called the radiant. In the case of the Perseid 
meteor shower, the fireballs thus will appear to originate in the 
constellation Perseus. 
 Look for Perseus in the northeast a little before midnight. 
It will not get high in the northeast until 3 AM or so. That does 
not mean that you cannot see any meteors until that time, and 
you do not have to look directly at the radiant in Perseus to see 
them. They will just appear to originate from that general area, 
and you will see more as the night progresses toward dawn. 
 I will be around to collect for this one.  
 Next week’s show is free.

~Anonymous
Celebrating 50 Years at Birch Lake

STU’S  STAR STUFF
The Moon for this Saturday

(At Midnight, US Central time, 
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 

Illuminated Fraction: 0.995 
0.5 days until full moon

Sunrise: 6:45am
Sunset: 8:53pm

Moonrise: 7:53pm
Moonset: 5:26am

Day length: 14h 8m

Look for Perseus in 
the northeast a little 
before midnight. It 
will not get high in the 
northeast until 3 AM or 
so. That does not mean 
that you cannot see 
any meteors until that 
time, and you do not 
have to look directly at 
the radiant in Perseus 
to see them. They will 
just appear to originate 
from that general area, 
and you will see more 
as the night progress-
es toward dawn.

Meteors and the Supermoon



Aries (March 21-April 19) Accept all invi-
tations to party because vacations and social engage-
ments will appeal. Furthermore, this same energy 
amplifies your creative instincts so let your talents 
play! You can do anything with your hands! You’re 
willing to try new things just to see if you can puncture 
the mystique of how they are created. Romance will 
also flourish along with sports-related activities and 
fun with children and young people. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) Now your 
focus is on home, family and real estate. Family dis-
cussions are significant and might focus on home 
repairs. After all, you are looking at a year ahead of 
many opportunities to improve where you live, either 
by investing in your current home or getting a new 
one. By the end of the week, you’ll feel pulled 
between the demands of home and family.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) The pace of 
your days is accelerating! But you love it. Your enthu-
siasm and optimism will promote all your communica-
tions with others (writing, sales and teaching.! This is 
a productive week full of strong, positive energy. No 
doubt you will meet new faces and see new places. 
Restrictions at work might annoy you or make things 
difficult. Handle this with grace and aplomb because 
after all, your work history follows you. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) There’s lots 
happening with your financial scene. For starters, 
many of you are beginning to see ways to boost your 
income or get a better job. These opportunities are 
sure to appear on the horizon. Plus you’re full of mon-
eymaking ideas, oh yes. By the end of the week how-
ever, restrictions related to vacations, children, social 
events or sports might be a challenge. Discussions 
about shared property and who is responsible for 
what will become heated. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) Increased activity at 
home is unavoidable but it could lead to improved 
results through renovations and new purchases. Not 
only is this a favorable week for you, it’s a great 
month and a great year! Enjoy your good fortune but 
beware that the only Full Moon all year that is oppo-
site your sign will take place this Sunday and this will 
generate tension with others.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) You are force-
ful in all your communications to others now; and 
although you might not notice this, they do! This is 
why arguments and heated discussions with siblings 
might occur. Nevertheless, your relations with friends 
are warm, especially with creative acquaintances. 
Right now you identify strongly with your beliefs, 
which helps you to promote ideas. .

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) This is a popu-
lar week for you; in fact, it’s a prelude to a popular 
month, which leads to a popular year! Expect to be 
active with groups and witty, younger people. Right 
now, you easily attract people and circumstances to 
you that are beneficial. A new romance with someone 
older or richer might begin. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) People cer-
tainly notice you now. Furthermore, they see you in a 
favorable light, which is why you can use this to your 
advantage. Go after what you want. Ask for your own 
terms and conditions because you will probably get 
them. Grab every opportunity to travel for pleasure 
because this will please you. Avoid difficulties with 
parents, bosses and VIPs. ?

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
Continue to grab every chance to travel because this 
is what’s happening for your sign. Others are wonder-
fully supportive now as well. In fact, romantic intimacy 

is sweet and passionate. And yes, secret love affairs 
are in the picture. Matters related to higher education, 
publishing, the media, medicine and the law will go 
well. However, be aware that later in the week, from 
Friday until Sunday, you are in an accident-prone-win-
dow. Be careful. This goes for your words as well as 
your deeds. Don’t blurt out something you might later 
regret. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) This is a 
busy time! Not only are you involved with groups, you 
might be competitive with someone. Could this person 
be jealous of your close relationship with partners and 
close friends? Keep your eyes and pockets open 
because you stand to benefit from the wealth and 
resources of others this week, this month and this 
coming year. .

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Remember 
to get more sleep now. Focus your attention on part-
nerships and close friendships, these are the areas 
that will benefit you so much in the coming year. Work 
relationships are warm; in fact, a work-related 
romance will begin for some. From Friday onwards, 
conversations with others could be increasingly chal-
lenging. Have courage. Be patient.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) You’re gung 
ho to accomplish so much now, probably because 
you have little choice! The world is making many 
demands on you but in turn, this allows you to 
improve your job scene as never before. Look for 
ways to get a better job if you’re unhappy where you 
are now because you can do this. You value your 
beliefs now and are ready to defend them. Grab every 
chance to learn something and expand your mind 
because this will please you. (As will travel.) But do be 
careful in your dealings with coworkers, disputes and 
differences might arise.

Your Horoscope

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES



DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

2013 BLYC Officers 
Patty Luecht (E) �����������������������������476-2615

Pgalloway4@yahoo.com
Fred Freihofer (N) ��������������������������476-9823

cdfreihofer@aol.com
Holly Troeger Treasurer (E) ����������476-9898

amvine@aol.com
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W) �������476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N)�����������476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com

 2013 BLYC Directors 
Chas Grundy Past Comm (H) �������476-7062

Chas.grundy@gmail.com
Greg Bolin (W) �������������������������������476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ���������������������������������476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W) 574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com 

Terry Dugan (S) �����������������������������476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E) �������������������������������476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Pam Mullin (N) ��������������������������������476-1080
Classegirl1@comcast.net

Steve Quinlan (W) �������������������������476-8802
stevequinlan2@yahoo.com

Vickie Rogers (C) ��������������������������476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) �����������������������476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) ���������������������������476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Denise Smitley (W) �����������������������476-9000
dsmitley@industrial-pack.com

PJ Vandewalle (H) ��������������������������476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S) ����������������� 269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E) ����������������������������������476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sue Williams (S) ����������������������������476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

NON-DIRECTOR ATTENDEES:
Jim Bolinger BLYC Homeowners’ 
Association Chairman (E) �������������� 476-9737

debo36@comcast.net 
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E) ������������������������������������476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com
Deb Spratt (N) �������������������������������������������������

debspratt@cressyandeverett.com

Upcoming Board Meetings
August 9, September 6

all board meetings begin at 9 am

BLYC Officers and Directors

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Water Temperature



Name Date
(Key # 1 - 885950)

Things that show up in August
Find each of the following words�

FARMMARKERTS
POLLEN
PERSEIDMETEOORSHOWER
TOMATOES
DEERFLIES
HORSEFLIES
ZUCCHINI
CORNONTHECOB
HAYFEVER
BACKTOSHCOOLSALES

PEACHES
RAGWEED
DOGDAYS
BLUEBERRIES
SWEETCORN
SEAGULLS
MILKWEED
SUMMERSTORMS
BUTTERFLIES
GLADIOLUS

M P E R S E I D M E T E O O R S H O I W M H C S E E N S Y M A O G D S A
O O G H M L E W O A E L A E E G I A F A L E S T F R E H E A A U R M M M
N T F L T M L U E O S E E U T L S A I H O L M D A O W G O R M I H R A L
H D I D F A G W R T I S O T F A L I E I A S S T T S T B A T R B L E B C
D E E F H S W E A T C O R N R D A E U E E D T A R E L O E S S S S B S U
R E S C O R N O N T H E C O B O C O T R R E M O T O M E T E O S I S U S
O R L H O R S E F L I E S O L I E E O D E O E B L H O E Z U C C H I N I
E F C H I E O H N L K U O H G L R L E B T G T E L O V I S S T O P H O O
E L E R S M C S L E O W U T T U S E G S A U H O P M I L K E E D U B R K
O I O R E C U P S S H D T T H S A E R E R C T S I B O E S T O H O H S R
I E S E U E A S D O O S R S H S R U L U E O K E S O U H M K O A L U R B
I E T Z O H D O E H S H R S I R F A A S A D E T P E A C H E S E L S E D
R B P E R S E I D M E T E O O R S H O W E R A O O W T O M A T O E O T S
W R O L S S S U M M E R S T O R M E D E S A N I H S T W L L L E E L M R
C O R N O N T H E C O A S Z E E N E K G A S E F Y G H L S W E E T C O R
B D T T B I E B L E R U E W O I W N S T S E O A A S R C H I M R N I V C
I G E R A R E L H E E E E D F G U S O I S A R Z F R S B O O N E M P R E

W E E B C R B U P A H P W S A R E B B M V R L T R M M T T O R R I D C M
S B A B K A O E E E N W E R O H S R E E E O O E S S C M V E L S S M T R
W U E U T D E B A M E L E E C U A A F B O E R Y I L O G A S S S E H L C
E T H T O S L E C S A E W E L P U Y U K E E S Y M T O C D R L B A F W H
E T S T S S D R O O B O A O H K A E E L S M E D S E S K S S K I N L L E
T E F E H R R R T A R P I T C H L C I R S R A D E O S R O M T E F E E S
C R R R C R R I R E O D S Z L B M P O L L T G B E N D E E L R N R B R S
O F R F O S E E S R A R R S O S O E U S Y H U E U E R L T S E T A T E I
R L G L O R E S E L B O F E P L S M O E A A L N I E R O G L O D O B S F
N I S I L L K B G R O E R I E S O A E E K Y L M L H T F L O H R D P E S
P E T E S G S G L A D I O A M L H L E S H F F C M O E A L E W S E K N L
A I O S A S E A G U L L S W F E O U G E R E A B H B P E S I R A S S S K
T O L T L M I O B S E S S L F I H O M A M V R A M E A S E H E U W O O S
G L R B A A E H O R S E F L A Y S L T G A E M O C T T G P L S S E S P L
H A H D N S U M M E R S T O R M S A A U T R M S C A H M L S M L B N L S
M D E E A A E P R U M I L K W E E D O O D F A F H I O T Y M R O E I D O
H R I P H G R L T O E L E I N G C E E E O W R H I O S W E E T C O R O E
S R R O E U D M G M E R B R L O U M E C E L K N Y A L S E A G U L O H O
T M O L S E R A I W K E O W S U U W M O H R E E F D O G D A Y S F G V B
O D S L K O W S Y L K R O E M E G I T A D E R T E G B S A R I E L S L R
A U E E S R S E C S K Y D E R A L K L A A I K E V C T E E D O O H O I M
E Z S N R R E M O M L W R I R H E R R E H R N A E O S I R A P O A E S W
P E H L O E G T S S A D E H O W O I O O S V A L R E O A O U R H F D L S

Birch Barker Word Search



“You’ll never eat corn any other way!”

INGREDIENTS

10 ears corn, husked and cleaned
Cajun seasoning to taste
salt and black pepper to taste
1 (1 pound) package sliced bacon
10 12x8-inch sheets aluminum foil

DIRECTIONS

 Preheat an outdoor grill for high heat.
 Sprinkle each ear of corn with Cajun season-
ing, salt, and pepper, and wrap each ear with 2 
slices of bacon, covering the ear as completely 
as possible. (A big ear might need 3 pieces of 
bacon.) 
 Wrap the ears in aluminum foil, twisting the 
ends tightly to seal.
 Place the wrapped corn on the preheated 
grill, and grill on high heat until the corn is hot, 
about 10 minutes per side. 

 Turn the heat to Low, and grill the corn un-
til the bacon is cooked and the corn is tender, 
about 45 minutes.

~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Grilled bacon-wrapped corn on the cob

*Shellac-Gel Polish
*Acrylic Nails
*Gel Nails

*Pink and White
*Manicure
*Pedicure

Birch Barker Special!
Mention Birch Lake when you visit 

and you will receive a discount!



T  he 2014 summer at Camp Tan-
nadoonah is coming to a close, 
and what a summer it has been! 

 Some end-of-the-summer numbers, 
because I love statistics: We finished up 
the year with a grand total of  818 camp-
ers for the summer! That’s nearly 200 
more than last year’s grand total of  635 (a 
nearly 29 percent increase in one year, in 
fact). 
 There were 466 female campers (57 
percent) and 352 male campers (43 per-
cent). It gets a little closer to 50/50 every 
year – last year was 59.4 percent female. 
The average age was 11.51, which is just 
slightly younger on average than last year 
(11.62). 
 By top 5 cities, 24 percent of  our 
campers were from South Bend, 15 per-
cent from Granger, 10 percent from 
Chicago, 7 percent from Mishawaka, and 
7 percent from Elkhart. We had campers 
come all the way from France, Columbia, 
Bulgaria, and Canada. And 13 different 
states were represented: Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, Ohio, Washington, New York, 
North Carolina, Missouri, Louisiana, 
Kansas, Florida, Colorado, and California! 

 On Tuesday this week I traveled to 
Camp Merrie Woode near Kalamazoo. I 
volunteered last winter to be an ACA 
(American Camp Association) Visitor, 
which means that once or twice a year I 
go to another camp to review all of  the 
ACA standards with their staff. Every 
ACA-accredited camp has one of  these 
visits every three years. Our next ACA 
visit at Tannadoonah will be next sum-
mer. 
 Camp Merrie Woode is a Girl Scout 
camp, and has a much larger camp “foot-
print” than Tannadoonah. They have 216 
acres on a private lake with an island! 
Here at Tannadoonah we have just 44 
acres. They have cabins, platform tents, 
and primitive camp sites. It was so inter-
esting to see their facilities and hear about 
all their activities! 
 Wednesday evening we tried a new 
evening activity called Sponge Wars. The 
campers and staff  were divided into two 
teams on the sports field. Each team had 
3 targets on their side of  the field (milk 
jugs sitting on top of  buckets). There 
were large buckets and trash cans full of  
water placed on both sides of  the field, 

and 800 (!) sponges were scattered all 
over the field. 
 The objective was to score points for 
your team by knocking over the targets 
by throwing wet sponges at them. You 
could also take out members of  the 
opposing team by hitting them with a 
sponge (temporarily giving your team an 
advantage).   Meanwhile, we arranged for 
the Newberg Fire Department to bring 
out their fire truck and spray us all with 
water! Just imagine – over 100 people 
running around the field, soaking wet, 
throwing sponges at each other and at 
the targets.   It’s just too bad we didn’t 
have a hot night!
 Don’t forget to come out Friday eve-
ning (the 8th) around 9 pm to watch our 
candlelight serenade on the pier. 
 And then please join us next week-
end (Saturday, August 16) for our annual 
hog roast to celebrate a great season at 
Camp T! The hog roast begins at 5p m, 
and we ask that guests bring a dish to 
share. Hope to see you all there!

~contact Miss Amber at 
amber@tannadoonah.org

Camp Tannadoonah
It’s hard to believe but it’s almost over!



FOR SALE

For Sale.  14Ft. Smokercraft 
fishing boat with Johnson 
motor.  Includes shore station.  
$850.  Call 269-244-3592 or 574-323-
1879 for more information

Crafts for sale:  Do you need a 
baby gift? Bridal shower gift? Hostess 
gift? or just something to brighten up 
your own kitchen?  I have several 
baby afghans for sale, crocheted dish 
rags, and decorated dish towels, cro-
cheted doilies. I have ear warmers and 
boot cuffs to keep you toasty warm 
when that beautiful white stuff starts to 
fall again. All price ranges  wonderful 
gift ideas Please call Staci Whiteman 
(south side in front of yacht club) at 
269-816-5755 to see my items

Two jet skis, two place trailer 
and lift.  1995 Sea-Doo and newer 
Yamaha.  A few warts and smile lines 
as expected.  Complete package 
$1900.00, OBO.  Call 476-9862 
Garceau’s or call Stanley Pitakos.

For Sale: 1986, 12 foot long 
Mistral Maui windsurfer. The 

relatively wide board makes it easy to 
learn how to sail and helps in light 
wind.  $200.  Call  574 220 0407

Selling a 11’ Snark Sunflower 
Sailboat. In great condition. We are 
on the south side of the lake. Call 
(269) 476-9575. $425

FOR SALE: Wood computer 
desk and a nice wood and 
glass TV entertainment cen-
ter.  Make an offer. Call Kathy at
476-9317

COTTAGE FOR RENT
2 bedroom cottage on west 
side of Birch Lake for rent. 
$650/week, call 476-2744

3 BR lakeside cottage for 
rent.  $850/week. Contact Ilene at 
574-360-8766

WANTED
Camp needs a ski boat. If 
someone has one and wants to donate 
It or sell cheep.  Skiing is a real camp-
er hit.

LOST & FOUND
Does anyone recognize this love-
seat/chair? It washed up on our 
shore after a storm on Tuesday night, 
July 22nd. It is sitting on Pat and Sue 
Williams’ shore (south side) waiting for 
its owners to come claim it. 476-8886

LOST - prescription sunglass-
es, gold aviator style.  I lost them 
either at the turtle races, or on the 
west side. If you find them, please call 
Tricia Zoller @ 773-230-4521. Thanks!

LOST: Grandchildren’s favorite 
toys: Tupperware 3 cups (orange w/
holes, green w/ holes, blue), 1 yellow 
Fisher-Price man.  If found please 
return to Quinlans (west side) or call 
476-8802.
FOUND: A square piece of blue 
foam floated up to our pier for a visit, 
its name is Bouwkamp  and address is 
S 100.  Please pick up your visitor at 
your convenience.  It is sunbathing on 
the east shore, cottage 63418.

FOUND: at the intersection of Walnut 
Road and Harvey, a ring of keys.  
Call 269-476-1145.

During a recent storm we lost our zip-
per pouch that holds out can-

opy for our Sweetwater pon-
toon.  The word Sweetwater is in 
white, and the rest is a reddish color. 
Reward offered ... two tickets to Singin’ 
and Dancin’ into the Holidays, 2014.
  

 HELP WANTED
Camp Fire River Bend, and Camp 
Tannadoonah a  growing Michiana 
based youth development non-profit 
with club programs, is seeking vol-
unteers to assist in our 
Fundraising, Marketing, and 
Finance Committees and to 
serve on our board.  Please con-
tact us at info@riverbendcampfire.org 
or at 574-387-6095.

MISC.
I do sewing and mending at fair prices 
- Zippers,hemming, small alterations  
call Kathy at 476-9317.

Do you yak?  [meaning kayak?]  For 
several years there has been discus-
sion about holding a loosely organized 
(generally disorganized) paddle fest to 
circle the lake as a fleet.  Join in where 
you like / drop out where you like / go 
fast or slow or drift and chatter.  AS 
you wish ... Date?  TBD.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member Dues 

              ($10 / year)

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Holly Troeger

1516 Ash Dr. East

Elkhart, IN 46514

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
2014 Dues, Contribution & Donation Form

support the BLYC, support the Birch Lake Community!

CLASSIFIED ADS
Classified advertising in the 
Birch Barker is free to mem-
bers of the Birch Lake Yacht 
Club (subject to the approval of the 

editor and the BLYC Board of directors), 
and $5 per ad for non-members (please 
pay in advance). To submit an ad, email 

it to Sailorphil@philvitale





2014



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com


