
Congratulations to long-time Birch 
lake residents, Dick and Peggy 
Cowen. They recently celebrated 

60 years of wedded bliss! That is quite 
an accomplishment and something to be 
proud of. They had a beautiful afternoon 
last Sunday to celebrate with family and 
friends.
 Thank you to the Homeowners 
Association for hosting a ‘meet the can-
didates’ session last Saturday. There 
was a nice turnout, and I thought it was 
very informative. Several candidates 
showed up to introduce themselves and 
were available for questions. Several of 
the races will be determined in the pri-
mary due to the fact that no one from 
the opposing party is running. So mark 
your calendar for August 2, and get out 
there and vote!
 Speaking of the Homeowners 
Association, have you ever wondered 
why we have a Yacht Club Association 
and a Homeowners Association? 
Specifically, the objectives of the Yacht 
Club are to protect the water quality 
and lake environment, preserve safe 

navigation on the lake, promote sailboat 
racing and other water activities, and 
build community through social relation-
ships. The Homeowners Association was 
established to protect the value of prop-
erties and best interests of Birch Lake 
homeowners. Specific purposes include 
the following: address issues pertaining 
to homeowners at the proper govern-
mental levels, take care of issues at the 
public access site, review and report on 
tax issues, attend both township and 
county meetings to keep abreast of any-
thing that may affect Birch Lake proper-
ty owners, promote the renewal of fish 
population, preserve the scenic beauty of 
the lake, and promote water safety. 
Participation and support of both orga-
nizations is always welcome and appre-
ciated!
 The next scheduled Yacht Club 
function is the Ladies Golf Outing on 
Friday, July 22. Patty Luecht works 
very hard at organizing this fun event, 
and you won’t want to miss it! So get 
your team together and sign up today. 
More information is in the Barker. The 
Men’s Golf Outing is the following week 
(July 29 ). I hear that is also a very fun 
day. Thanks to Chas Grundy and Pete 
Soldato for organizing that event.

 Last call for your Birch Lake photo-
graphs. Your photo entries for the 2017 
calendar need to be submitted to Linda 
Yoshizawa no later than July 17 (that’s 
this Sunday!) We especially need winter 
photos if you have any. Send your pho-
tos to Linda at lindal1008@comcast.net
 We have had some pretty nice 
weather this summer, and I can’t think 
of any better place to enjoy a beautiful 
summer day than Birch Lake. We are a 
pretty lucky group of people to call this 
place home. So get out there and enjoy 
the lake! 

~Commodore Sue

That’s what it’s all about ... Jazmine and Sydney, grandchildren of Bill and Carol Myers (east side) splash in the shallows on 
a hot Birch Lake afternoon.

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

July 16
2016

  The 
weekend

    Of  

Commodore’s Comments 2016 Birch Lake Calendar

July 22 ���������������������BL Ladies’ Golf Outing 9 am
July 29 ������������������������������������� Men’s Golf Outing
Aug� 6 �����������������������������Corn & Sausage Roast)
Aug� 12 ����������������������������������Friday Night Flotilla
Aug� 27 �������������������������������������BLYC Fall Dinner 

(at the Yacht Club)
Aug� 27 �������������������������Vitales’ 46th Anniversary

BLYC Board Meetings (9 am)
Aug� 6, Sept� 10  @ BLYC

More info as available.; Dates subject to 
change; Watch the Barker for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Please E-mail your materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items  in the stone 
newspaper/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Please include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materials 
returned.  To contact me by phone, call (269) 476-1680, or contact BLYC Commodore Sue Williams at 476-8886 or email smwillia@comcast.net.  ~Phil V



Beware of the lake thieves
 We’ve recently had reports that 
there have been several incidents of 
theft near the public landing in recent 
days.  Apparently the thieves are park-
ing at the landing or park and wading to 
nearby piers and yards and stealing per-
sonal items and lake toys .
 We caution you about confronting 
the thieves but advise everyone to be 
alert and contact the county sheriff’s 
office at 911 (if it is an emergency) or 
445-2481 and make a report and/or file 
a complaint.

Last Chance for Men’s Golf Outing
 This weekend is the deadline for 
signing up to play in the Birch Lake 
Men’s Golf Outing. We are collecting 
shirt sizes for athletic golf polos, which 
need to be ordered in time. Get your reg-
istration to us ASAP!
 Overwhelming feedback from our 
players over the past few years has been 
that the outing has become too competi-
tive and focused on prizes. Many players 
miss the laid-back fun and goofiness of 
past outings. To this end, we have elimi-
nated cash prizes from the outing and 
are introducing more wacky (and hope-
fully fun) events to the course. The goal 
is to enjoy the afternoon and come back 
to a fantastic dinner of ribs and chicken 
from our friends at Vlasicak’s.
 If you’d like to register a team or 
would like to play and want us to add 

you to a foursome, you can email chas@
grundyhome.com or drop your registra-
tion off at 63250 Birch Rd.

~Co-chairs Pete Soldato 
and Chas Grundy

Last Chance for Ladies Outing
 ATTENTION Lady Golfers.
 Money and Teams MUST be in by 
JULY 17th.
 If any of you ladies have a partial 
team, or if you have no team, and want 

to golf, call me and I will do my best to 
help you find a team or golfers.
 To join the FUN contact Patty 
Luecht 63168 Birch Rd (east side)at 476-
2615.

Updates on Birch Lake sailing
 Sailors! Send me your cell phone 
numbers if you want to be included in 
text alerts and updates on the status of 
weekly sailing. 317 605 6421. 

~Bad Patty

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply StUnninG
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     this is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our Artist-in-Residence, Duffy Dufour for the great Birch Lake art ... 



— Birch Lake Notes —
BLYC Welcoming Committee
 We are ready to rock and roll on our 
Welcoming Committee.  If you know of a 
new neighbor please contact Vicky 
Rogers at 269-476-2383, Pam VanHuffel 
269-244-3487 and Linda Curtis at 574-
361-2629. 

Save the date
 The Birch Lake annual Friday 
Night Flotilla will be August 12. More 
info to follow later.

DEQ grants permit
 On 4/27/16, representatives from 
Michigan’s Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ) held a 
hearing at the Porter Township Fire 
Station to collect information relative a 
permit application they had received on 
behalf of a Birch Lake riparian to dredge 
and install a permanent dock and boat 
house in front of that riparian’s proper-
ty. In late June of 2016, a slightly modi-
fied version of that permit was approved 
by DEQ staff.  According to Porter 
Township Clerk Marty Russell, town-
ship authorities have advised the ripari-
an that the proposed boat house is in 
conflict with existing township ordinanc-
es, and will not be granted a building 
permit.

Fire truck to be on display
 Remembrance Rescue Project’s 
FDNY Rescue 4 Fire Truck will be on 

display at the Middlebury, Indiana Fire 
Department during the Middlebury 
Summer Festival on Aug. 13, 2016 from 
10 am to 8 pm.  On Sept. 11, 2001, eight 
FDNY firefighters lost their lives trying 
to save others at the World Trade 
Center’s South Tower. FDNY Rescue 4 
was parked two blocks from the WTC’s 
South Tower when the tower collapsed 
and destroyed this truck.  FDNY Rescue 
4 was restored and now is part of the 
Remembrance Rescue Project which is a 
100 percent volunteer program. The 
exhibit is a mobile memorial and teach-
ing tool for Modern American History.  
For more information, please go to our 

website at http://www.remembrance.co/ 
or contact C. Marc Tjaden (West Side), 
Remembrance Rescue Project Volunteer 
at 260-710-3995.

e-mail scam
 Beware! Earlier this week I received 
two emails supposedly from a Birch 
Laker (and past commodore) with a 
cryptic, abbreviated message and a note 
that it couldn’t show the entire message 
but I should “click here” to view it.  After 
having been caught in such a scam 
before, I set the message aside 
unopened, contacted the sender and 
asked if it was a legitimate message. 

By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

Visit us again
For the First time!

Frankie’s Restaurant in three Rivers has new 
owners.  Over the past few months we have 

been working very hard to return the 
quality of the food and the quality of the dining experience to the 
levels that so many of us fondly remember from years ago.  We 
hope you’ll stop by and learn what we mean when we say that 

we’re “Back on track!”

Open M-th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. 
Daily food & drink specials

follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks

BiRCH LAKE tOtE BAGS
BACK BY POPULAR DEMAnD!

Royal Blue with White Logo
Very Sturdy and Large Size

Limited number so DOn’t Delay

$5 each (same as in 2011!)

Available by July 23
63168 Birch Rd (east side)

Line up to get yours 
begins at 10 am!

Patty Luecht
476- 2615



— Birch Lake Notes —

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Water Temperature

Recently sold 
Birch Lakes homes

63300 Birch Rd; 3 Beds, 3�5 Baths, Built 
by Nick’s Custom Homes, 63 Feet of 
frontage, Adjacent property with wood 
shop / quest quarters may be purchased 
separately $990,000

14901 Birch North Shore Dr�, Newly  
Remodeled, 3 Bed, 2 bath , 100 Feet on 
North Shore
$535,000

14965 Birch North Shore Dr� 4 beds, 2 
baths, Sandy Beach frontage on the North 
Shore
$664,900

Birch Lakes homes currently for sale

and if they had sent it  It wasn’t legiti-
mate and they had not sent it, someone 
had “hacked” their address.  Be careful 
opening email, even from trusted sourc-
es, if you aren’t sure it is safe. ~PV

Online content
 The full, weekly printed Birch 
Barker is once again online this season, 
along with selected additional content ... 
just go to www.philvitale.com and follow 
the links.

Printed Birch Barker
 The Birch Barker is a service of the 

Birch Lake Yacht Club and provided 
free of charge every weekend to all the 
homes on Birch Lake, thanks to our gen-
erous advertisers.
 The Barker welcomes the submis-
sion of editorial and advertising materi-
als for publication (at the discretion of 
the editor). The deadline for submitting 
ads and information for any Barker is 
by 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week 
before publication (example: the dead-
line for materials for the July 23 issue is 
3 pm on Tuesday, July 19) ... thanks.
 I’m at 476-1680 or sailorphil@philvi-
tale.com. For questions or problems with 

delivery please contact Sue Williams 
(476-8886, email: smwillia@comcast.net) 
or Bob & Sue Waddle (476-3393 or 
email: sparkybob220@comcast.net).

~PV



And don’t forget that ALL boat traffic must 
travel COUNTER-CLOCKWISE at all times!

Message sponsored by the BIRCH LAKE HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

— Birch Lake Notes —
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= your success

 660 County Rd 15, Elkhart, IN 46516
(574) 295-1203,

us599@alphagraphics.com

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

 ‘4 on the 4th’ ... the start of a new tradition :) This is Camille Butler, Claire, Daniel and Becky Holladay.



Starting in 2008, then based on 
some concerns following the instal-
lation of the sewer system around 

the lake, we have annually conducted 
surveys of the lake for the intestinal 
bacteria E coli. 
 A normal part of the bacterial pop-
ulation in warm blooded animals, E coli 
is typically by itself not an issue from a 
disease causing perspective, but is in-
stead commonly considered a “marker” 
bacteria. 
 We test for this bacteria because 
it is effectively an indicator organism 
for potential pollution, if found in large 
numbers. Lots of E coli might mean lots 
of other organisms that might have neg-
ative consequences on the health of
 people and animals.
 Fortunately, we have never found 
E coli in the lake beyond what one 
might expect from background and that 
includes this year. “Background” means 
we have gulls, geese, ducks, muskrats, 
dogs, cats, raccoons, etc. that might 
leave the occasional deposit with some 
E coli that quickly becomes diluted so 
that it is either not, or just barely, mea-

surable. 
 For the purposes of swimming, 
water sports, and general lake play, the 
levels that we have measured have con-
sistently been only a minute fraction of 
the maximum levels the DEQ provides 
for guidance regarding safety.
 This year we sampled 6 locations 
and used a test procedure and medium 
called “ Coliscan” from Micrology Labs 
in Goshen. We can identify the presence 
of single bacteria due to colony forma-
tion following growth in the media that 
allows us to identify E coli. 
 Most of the triplicate samples were 
negative for any E coli and in those that 
showed the presence of E coli, it was 
only a minute few per 100 milliners of 
sample. 
 The only exception to this is the 
inlet stream, on the Northeast side of 
the lake, from the wetlands. This has 
always had an elevated level of E coli, 
which is so quickly diluted upon enter-
ing the lake that it is hard to find even 
a few feet away from where the stream 
enters the lake.
 We know that the E coli found in 

this stream are from wildlife in the 
wetlands etc. because we have had it 
genotyped and found that it was not 
human.
 In summary, the few E coli found 
in the lake were from natural sources, 
i.e. local wildlife etc. and not from any 
sources of pollution and essentially 
all were way below levels causing any 
concern
 Swim safely.

— Water Quality Report —
Annual E Coli Survey



As you all well know by now, the sailing last week was canceled 
due to very light to no wind. Unfortunately the forecast was 
correct and the winds died from the Saturday to Sunday morn-

ing. 
 We will try again this weekend the forecast as of Tuesday is around 
7 mph. Hope to see all you sailors that came out two weeks ago, it was 
great to see that many boats out there!
 Until next week “Splice the main brace”
 ~Fleet Captain Mike”              

No winds!
Fleet Captain’s Corner

2016

2016 BLYC Season Sailing Results
Date ................................................. 4 Jul  ..................4 Jul  ................4 Jul  .......................Total  ..............Season ....... Races  .................%
Race  ..................................................9  .......................10  ....................11  ...................... Points  ........... Average  .... Finished  ...Finished

MC Scow/Sailor
Scott Troeger #1489  ��������������������������2  ������������������������2  ����������������������4 �������������������������13932  ����������������1548  ��������������9  ������������ 100�0%
Jeff Smitley #2002  �����������������������������1  ������������������������1  ����������������������2  ������������������������12099  ����������������1512  ��������������8  ���������������88�9%
Phil Vitale #500  ����������������������������������3  ������������������������5  ����������������������1  �������������������������8601  �����������������1434  ��������������6  ���������������66�7%
Harold Cranmer #1991/2550  ������������4  ������������������������4  ����������������������3  ������������������������12487  ����������������1387  ��������������9  ������������ 100�0%
Bob King #1199  ���������������������������������5  ������������������������3  ����������������������7  �������������������������3896  �����������������1299  ��������������3  ���������������33�3%
Barb Cassady #2435  ���������������������DNS  ������������������DNS  ����������������DNS  ����������������������5186  �����������������1297  ��������������4  ���������������44�4%
Bill Luecht #1579  �������������������������������6  ������������������������6  ����������������������6  ������������������������11601  ����������������1289  ��������������9  ������������ 100�0%
Gib Eberhart #916  ��������������������������DNS  ������������������DNS  ����������������DNS  ����������������������3833  �����������������1278  ��������������2  ���������������22�2%
Pat McGann #1735  ���������������������������7  ������������������������7  ����������������������5  ������������������������10171  ����������������1271  ��������������8  ���������������88�9%

Sunfish/Sailor
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue)  �����������1  ������������������������1  ����������������������1  ������������������������12721  ����������������1590  ��������������8  ���������������72�7%
Peter Soldato  �������������������������������������5  ������������������������2  ����������������������3  ������������������������14685  ����������������1469  �������������10  ��������������90�9%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow)  �������������3  ������������������������4  ����������������������5  ������������������������14454  ����������������1445  �������������10  ��������������90�9%
Sandy Vitale (White) �����������������������DNS  ������������������DNS  ����������������DNS  ����������������������2888  �����������������1444  ��������������2  ���������������18�2%
Herb Cleveland  ����������������������������������4  ������������������������6  ����������������������7  ������������������������15020  ����������������1365  �������������11  ����������� 100�0%
Stewart Spratt  ������������������������������������2  ������������������������8  ����������������������2  ������������������������12237  ����������������1360  ��������������8  ���������������72�7%
Katie Luecht  ���������������������������������������6  ������������������������5  ����������������������6  �������������������������3746  �����������������1249  ��������������3  ���������������27�3%
Bob Niezgodski  ��������������������������������10  ����������������������11  ��������������������10  �����������������������13486  ����������������1226  �������������11  ����������� 100�0%
Bill Butler  ��������������������������������������������7  ������������������������3  ����������������������9  �������������������������4780  �����������������1195  ��������������4  ���������������36�4%
Camille Butler  �����������������������������������11  ����������������������10  ��������������������11  ������������������������9188  �����������������1149  ��������������8  ���������������72�7%
Greg Cowan  ��������������������������������������9  ������������������������9 ����������������������  4  �������������������������3417  �����������������1139  ��������������3  ���������������27�3%
Brad Davis �����������������������������������������  8 ������������������������7 ����������������������  8  �������������������������3334  �����������������1111 ���������������3  ���������������27�3%
Chris Lintner  �����������������������������������DNS  ������������������DNS  ����������������DNS  �������������������������0  �����������������������0  ��������������������������������������0�0%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place).
DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed.
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
SEaSoN PoiNTS are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
SEaSoN PLaCE = total season points/number of races attempted
CREW - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.



SAVE tHE DAtE; Birch Lake Ladies’ 

FUn Golf Outing
Friday, July 22; $35 per Golfer

Diamond Lake Golf Course
tee Off time 9 am

Cost includes green fees, cart, 
beverages,and more FUn and 
GAMES than money can buy!
50/50 raffles, team Prizes.

Lunch following at the BLYC 
(included in cost)

Each team is encouraged to donate a basket to raffle.

Deadline to sign up is July 22
Get Your teams together!

team Members
1.____________________________

2.____________________________

3.____________________________

4.____________________________
For more information Watch the 

Birch Barker
Bad Patty Luecht 476 -2615



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Steve Northhrup

Congratulations and KOTW  honors to Aurora Jade Trudell, 
daughter of Jared and Brittany and granddaughter of Amy 
and Mike Lutz (north shore).  Born July 10 at 2:29 am and 
weighing in at 7 lb, 11 oz.  According to grandma, she’s a 
perfect beauty!

Bad Patty and her friend Michele Barnhart from Danville 
Indiana enjoying Birch Lake ... Maybe enjoying it a little too 
much?



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Birch Lake (Cove) Home
62746 Woodland Drive

Newly remodeled 3 BR home on Birch Lake! 
New gas furnace and central air with all new 
duct work. New well and all new windows. 
New Nantucket bead board kitchen cabinets 
and all new appliances including a main level 
laundry area. Bath has all new fixtures. Open 
concept living and dining area with brick 
fireplace and skylight. Loft with bedroom, en-
closed front porch and deck. All new flooring 
and newly insulated walls and drywall. Move 
in ready!  $289,900

KiD-OF-tHE-WEEK 
PHOtOS

Send your kid-of-the-week  to Birch Barker, 63174 
Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; put them in a ziplock 

and stick them in the stone mailbox at my home 
(east side), or email to me at 

SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM 

Four generations of Como’s in this picture: Melanie 
Como, age 76, Paige Como, age 47, Abigail Como-Wolf 
age 24, and newest member of the clan, grandson Bas-
tian Como-Richardson, age 5 weeks

Jazmine, Max, and Sydney, grandchildren of Bill and 
Carol Myers, east side.



Handyman Repairs
* Roof to basement - inside and out

*Floors, doors, stairways, ceilings and windows
*Siding, roofing, driveways and sprinklers

*Decks and fences; fascia and soffits
* Plumbing, electrical, heating and A/C

Home Maintenance
* Painting - interior and exterior

*Gutters and chimney cleaning & repair
*We do windows

*Power washing, insulation and weatherproofing

Lawn Care
* Spring and fall yard clean up

*Tree and shrub trimming
* Rototill our garden

*Mowing and Trimming
*Fertilizing

Property Management
* Reliable caretaker

* Fulfills all absentee homeowner's needs
* Periodically checks your property

* Provides second home peace of mind
* Call for all lake property requirements 

FiREWOOD AVAiLABLE

Dave's Residential Services
Home: (269) 476-2797

Wireless (269) 362-0724
davehardisty@comcast.net

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Everett, grandson of Bernie and Blair Garceau, is ready to 
take a swim in Birch Lake.

That’s Mr. Bob King (north shore) tellin’ tales ...
Photo by Chuck Horn



— Barker Kids of the Week —

UniOn inSURAnCE AGEnCY
Corner of US 12 & Union Rd., Union, Mi 49130
independent Agency
269-641-5995
fax: 269-641-5787
email: Sue@unionins.net
www.unionins.net

“A woman and her dog Chillaxin.” Michelle Seyforth (north shore) on a paddleboard with her pup. 
Thanks to Pat McGann for the pic



My track record has shown that 
I seem to have a propensity 
to inform you about star stuff 

after the fact.  Today I’m getting ahead 
of the game.  
 Like the Eta Aquarids in May, 
the Delta Aquarid meteor shower in 
July favors the Southern Hemisphere 
and tropical latitudes in the Northern 
Hemisphere. The meteors appear to 
radiate from near the star Skat or 
Delta in the constellation Aquarius, 
the Water Bearer, and can still be seen 
in the late night sky here at the lake. 
 The maximum hourly rate can 
reach 15-20 meteors in a dark sky. The 
nominal peak is around a week from 
now, July 27-30, but, unlike many 
meteor showers, the Delta Aquarids 
lack a very definite peak. Instead, 
these medium-speed meteors ramble 
along fairly steadily throughout late 
July and early August. An hour or 
two before dawn usually presents the 
most favorable view. At the shower’s 
peak in late July, the rather faint 
Delta Aquarid meteors will have to 
somewhat contend with the light of a 
waning crescent moon. But the moon 
turns new in early August, enabling 
you to view some Delta Aquarids after 
the peak date.
 In August, around the 12th, before 
dawn, the Perseid meteor shower is 
perhaps the best meteor shower of the 
year for us here at the lake. Sadly, the 
rather bright waxing gibbous moon, 
staying out until after midnight, will 
obtrude on this year’s shower, especial-
ly in the earlier evening hours. Your 
best bet is to watch after moonset and 
before dawn August 12. 
 The Perseid shower builds grad-
ually to a peak, often producing 50 to 
100 meteors per hour in a dark sky at 
the peak, and, for us at Birch Lake, 
this shower comes when the weather is 
warm. The Perseids tend to strengthen 

in number as late night deepens into 
midnight, and typically produce the 
most meteors in the wee hours before 
dawn. They radiate from a point in the 
constellation Perseus, the Hero, but as 
with all meteor shower radiant points, 
you don’t really need to know where 
to find Perseus to watch the show; 
because the meteors can appear in all 
parts of the sky. They are typically fast 
and bright meteors. They frequently 
leave persistent trails. 
 Every year, you can look for the 
Perseids to peak around August 10-13. 
The predicted peak morning in 2016 is 
August 12. The Perseids combine with 
the Delta Aquarid shower to produce 
a dazzling display of shooting stars on 
what are, for us Birch Lakers, warm 
summer nights.
 In 2016, as always, the Perseid 
meteors will be building to a peak from 
early August until the peak nights; 
afterwards, they drop off fairly rapid-
ly. Despite the waxing gibbous moon 
interfering with the show, the Perseid 
meteor shower should still put on a 
good show. 
 For maxi-
mum results, 
watch after moon-
set and before 
dawn August 11, 
12 and 13.  And, if 
there are clouds, 
I’ll gladly refund 
your price of 
admission to the 
show. 
 Don’t say I 
didn’t tell you in 
advance.   Get out 
there and check it 
out.  No charge.   

~Stu Spratt
Celebrating more 

than 52 Years 
at  Birch Lake

Stu’S  Star Stuff

the Moon for this Saturday
(at Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.923 

2.7 days until full moon

Sunrise: 6:23
Sunset: 21:16

Moonrise: 19:18
Moonset: 4:27

Day length: 14h 53m

Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERViCE * StORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Polar Kraft Aluminum Fishing Boats, Hurricane Deck 

Boats, Honda Outboards, Yamaha outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

Getting ahead of the game



Aries (March 21-April 19)  Lots of influ-
ences happening now! Primarily, you are focused on 
home, family and your private life. Many of you are 
wading through home repairs, renovations and 
redecorating projects. Grab opportunities to enjoy 
sports events, playful times with children, the the-
atre, and fun schmoozing with friends. 

taurus (April 20-May 20) Even though 
your pace is busy, you enjoy meeting new faces and 
see new places. Be careful because there is an 
accident-prone quality hovering around you, which 
means you have to be mindful and think before you 
speak or do anything. Be patient with partners and 
close friends. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) Unexpected 
news that impacts your financial situation might 
occur this week. The maddening thing about surpris-
es and anything that is unexpected is you never 
know if it’s positive or negative! in other words, it 
could be good news, it could be bad news. To be on 
the safe side, guard your possessions against loss 
or theft. Keep your eyes open and stay on top of 
your money scene. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) Something 
will disrupt your world this week. it could be minor; it 
could be major. Machinery, or an appliance, or a car 
might break down. You might have a family argu-
ment. Relationships might break up because some-
one wants more freedom. Guard against impulsive 
behavior. Your financial opportunities look good; plus 
you have lots of opportunities for fun and socializing. 
Be alert! (The world needs more lerts.)

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) This week fair 
Venus moves into your sign to stay until august 5. 
The next time it enters your sign will be a year from 
now. This means you have a chance to benefit from 
it for the next four weeks. For starters, this is a great 
window to buy wardrobe items because you will like 
what you see in the mirror. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) a friend might 
surprise you this week. or the surprise could come 
from a group of which you are a member. 
alternatively, you might meet a real character who 
impacts your life in an unexpected way. Meanwhile, 
secret love affairs are happening for many of you. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) This week, 
some of you might get fired. Be diplomatic when 
talking to authority figures and resist the urge to 
mouth off because you might regret it. This warning 
is to let you know you could be on thin ice. 
Meanwhile, relations with friends and groups are 
dandy! and you find it easy to work hard to earn 
money, even though - let’s face it - you’re spending 
a lot. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-nov. 21) Be careful if 
you are traveling this week because it is an acci-
dent-prone time for you, in addition to which travel 
plans will be changed, canceled or rescheduled. 
Expect detours and speed bumps! Note: Whatever 
happens that is unexpected will also teach you 
something new and exciting.  others will approach 
you now for your advice about how to make some-
thing more attractive or look good. Physical exercise 
will benefit you now - trust me.

Sagittarius (nov. 22-Dec. 21) Travel 
for pleasure beckons in the next three weeks. if you 
can get out of town, you will love exploring new plac-
es and meeting new faces. The only snag is that 
something to do with shared property, loans, debt 
and the property and resources of others might sud-
denly change, which means you won’t have the 
resources to travel or the free place to stay. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
Partnerships and close friendships are unpredictable 
this week. a relationship might suddenly end. This is 
the classic time for someone to demand more space 
or more freedom. But i think that mostly, this will not 
be the case because when it comes to shared prop-
erty and benefiting from the wealth of others.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) Something 
unexpected will impact your work or your job this 
week. in extreme cases, you will quit. others might 
have to deal with technology - either breaking down 
or the arrival of new, confounding high-tech equip-
ment. Coworkers might be feisty and independent. it 
might even be something related to your health. 
Because your ambition is so aroused now, you are 
intent about going after what you want.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) This week 
is an accident-prone time for your kids, which means 
you must be vigilant. Know where they are at all 
times and make sure they are free from hazardous 
situations as well as you can, because of course, it’s 
impossible. Just be aware of this. Similarly, romantic 
relationships will be buffeted on rocky shores 
because of something unexpected. 

Your Horoscope

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS
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wakesidemarine.com

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

BLYC 56tH AnnUAL 

MEn’S GOLF OUtinG
FOUR MAn FLORiDA SCRAMBLE

FRiDAY, JULY 29, 2016 - $70/MAn*
SAUGAnASH GOLF CLUB
61270 Lutz Rd., three Rivers, Mi

*Golf prize, dinner at BLYC, and Food & Drink coupons included in the price of registration
Please include shirt size in registration information for golf prizes

Shotgun start at noon - Dinner at BLYC at 6 pm
MUST HAVE COMPLETED REGISTRATION BY JULY 11, 2016

Team prizes and contests2016 Catered dinner at BLYC included
Prizes awarded at dinner  Donations of door & team prizes needed*

*If you have access to logo or golf or lake related merchandise that could be donated, please 
contact Peter Soldato at psoldato86@gmail.com or Chas Grundy at chas@grundyhome.com

2016 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome information
tEAM CAPtAin: PLEASE PRint nAMES SHiRt SiZE 

___________________________ ______________________________ S M L XL XXL 

  ______________________________ S M L XL XXL 

  ______________________________ S M L XL XXL

Please make checks payable to BLYC and send to Chas Grundy, 63250 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095



Birch Barker Word Search

~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

“Salty and savory, the roasting method 
kills the natural bitterness of asparagus. 

try it with grilled fish or lamb.”
Original recipe yields 4 servings

ingredients:
n 1 bunch thin asparagus spears, trimmed
n 1 1/2 tablespoons grated Parmesan cheese (op-
tional)
n 1 clove garlic, minced (optional)
n 1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper
n 1 tablespoon lemon juice (optional)

Directions:
1. Preheat an oven to 425 degrees F (220 degrees C).

2. Place the asparagus into a mixing bowl, and 
drizzle with the olive oil. Toss to coat the spears, 
then sprinkle with Parmesan cheese, garlic, salt, and 
pepper. Arrange the asparagus onto a baking sheet 
in a single layer.

3. Bake in the preheated oven until just tender, 12 to 
15 minutes depending on thickness.

Sprinkle with lemon juice just before serving.

Oven-Roasted Asparagus

Name Date
(Key # 1 - 537783)

RANDOM WORDS
Find each of the following words�

DISCRETE
MOOSE
DEMEANOR
JUGGED
SLOG

JOTTING
PORTING
DESK
SPURN
MINORS

STICK
SPIRES
SIGN
OFFICER
ASPIRINS

SLUGS
TICKED
IRON
GENRE
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It’s Hawaiian Week at camp this 
week, and the weather has been 
making it feel like we’re actually in 

Hawaii! On Sunday night we played 
“Capture the Lei.” Tuesday we kept 
the kids cool by having a Sponge War. 
We spread 400 sponges out all over 
the sports field, along with buckets of 
cold water, and the kids throw them 
at each other. Plus, they throw them 
at jugs to score points for their team.  
But mostly they just enjoy hitting their 
friends with the sponges!
 Don’t forget to mark your calen-
dars for the 27 th of July – that’s the 
day we will be taking our kids Trick or 
Treating around the lake for Holidays 
Week. We have 122 campers regis-
tered that week, so there will be two 
groups of about 60 campers, one going 
towards the cove and along the west 
side (ending near Niezgodski’s) and 
one going along the north shore and 
east side (ending near Curtis’s).  The 
campers will have to sing you a camp 
song or two to get treats!
 These next couple weeks are super 
busy here at camp! We have 109 
campers this week, 115 next week, 
122 week 6, 111 week 7, and 113 week 
8. Every week now has a wait list for 
overnight spots. We do still have spac-
es for day campers, though. We have 

111 camper beds for overnight spots, 
but we are licensed for up to 125 
campers, so we can have as many as 
14 day campers per week to fill up 
those remaining spots. We’re right at 
900 total for the summer!
 With this being the first really hot 
week of the summer, we’ve been 
talking to the staff about how we han-
dle these very hot days, and keep the 
kids healthy. Usually when the tem-
perature gets above 90 we have a 
mandatory swim in the afternoon to 
help everyone cool down.
 Plus, we require that the second 
item at store for every kid is a bottle of 
water, and that they all drink at least 
one glass of water at meals before they 
can have juice or milk. And we try to 
plan lots of water-based evening pro-
grams, like sponge wars, or water 
relays, or cardboard boat races, so that 
we spend as much time in the lake as 
we possibly can.
 We also have an air conditioner in 
the nurse’s cabin, so if anyone does get 
overheated, they can go to the nurse’s 
cabin to cool down. Once the heat 
index hits 90 we turn on the air condi-
tioner and get that room cooled down.
 This week is the first week that 
our CIT 3 group is here at camp. CIT 
3 is a brand new program this year, 

for 17 year olds who are interested in 
being counselors and have completed 
the CIT 1 and CIT 2 programs in the 
past. We are gradually shifting 
towards only hiring staff who are 18 
and older, so we created a third level 
to the CIT program to have something 
for the 17 year olds who are too old to 
be campers to do at camp.
 The CIT 3s are shadowing coun-
selors, helping in the cabins, helping 
to lead activities, and getting lots of 
mentoring from our CIT Director, Miss 
Julie. Miss Julie is a former Camp 
Tannadoonah counselor and water-
front director, and she is now a High 
School English teacher in Cassopolis. 
So she’s really great at working with 
our older teens and teaching them the 
skills that they will need to be amaz-
ing counselors in the future.
 We’re really excited about the 
addition of this new program, and look 
forward to seeing these teens become 
staff members in the future. This year 
we have just three 17 year olds in the 
program, and they’re all doing a great 
job so far! They will be here for four 
weeks this summer for their training.
 See you all next week! 

~Miss Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —



FOR SALE

For sale golf caddy cart call 476-7073

For sale toro 
self-propelled 
lawn mower in 
great condition call 
476-7073

2006 
Coachman 
Captiva 265.  
Like new condition. 
Hardly used. Slide-out in back opens camper to 
31 feet. Sleeps 8. Everything works!  Great for 
overflow sleeping.  asking $7995.00.  Please call 
Bob Groszek @ 1-708-738-0088.

For Sale: top and complete frame 
from  Hurricane 196 Fun deck. Will fit 
any deck boat, approximately 90” wide. Like new.  
asking $400. Call Jim. 574-276-7903.

Small boat lift, great for motor boat, sail-
boat or two kayaks. $250. Call Bud at 476-2526.

For Sale: Shore Station, 3,000 lb alumi-
num, $200. Call 708-307-4324, Bill odenwald. 

For Sale: Furnace/Air Conditioner, 
outdoor Unit 92,000 BTU... $600 Call or text Bob 
at 574-298-2480.

For Sale: Paddle Boat with Canopy. 
Very good condition. Reduced to $50.  Call 317-
752-2184 Gus Eshleman

FoR SaLE:  BOAt LiFt  3500 LB. Hewitt 
square aluminum tubing.  Canopy with 3 year old 
cover. 20 foot long and 110 in. wide.  Great condi-
tion.  only $750.  Tom DeCocker 476-9821.

Birch Lake Home for sale at 63634 Birch 
Rd. 4 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms. 90 feet sandy 
beach front. 2.5 lots and garage across the street. 
Recently reduced to $549,000. Call Judy at (269) 
251-0951.

WAntED
 WAntED SUnFiSH - i am looking for a 
newer Sunfish in great condition to race and 
teach my wife and grandkids to love sailing. Pat 
McGann call or text 574-532-5377, or email pat@
mcgannhay.com.

Camp Tannadoonah is looking to purchase a 
pickup truck. We are hoping for an older 
4x4 model for Ranger Bob to use around camp, 
and for picking up materials for projects. Nothing 
fancy! if you have a truck you’re interested in sell-
ing (or donating!), please contact amber at 574-
387-6095.

Camp is also looking for a gas-powered 
wood splitter. if you have one that doesn’t 
get much use and you’re interested in selling (or 
donating!) it, please contact amber at 574-387-
6095.

FOUnD

this floated up on our shore a 
month ago. We are on the east side located at 
63418 Birch Rd.

Found: Styrofoam  noodle (pink) 
and boogie board (blue)�  Call Tom 
Kuhn 708-772-7373/Jan Temple (847-
846-8600)

SERViCES
i do sewing and mending at fair prices 
- zippers, hemming, small alterations; call Kathy 
at 476-9317     

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

BiRCH BARKER 
CLASSiFiEDS 

Classified ads in the Birch Barker are 
free to paid members of the Birch 

Lake Yacht Club
 

ads are $5 per ad for non-members 
(please pay in advance). 

To submit an ad, email it to 
Sailorphil@philvitale5pm



$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
 Haven’t paid your 2016 dues yet? 

nOW’S tHE tiME!
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com

2016 BLYC Officers 
Comm. Sue Williams (S) ������������������������476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net
V Comm. Claudia Phipps ����������������������� 476-7073

claudia2154@gmail�com
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N) ��������������������������476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W) �����������������476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N)���������������������476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
2015 BLYC Directors 

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ������������������476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Chas Grundy (H) ������������������������������������� 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Greg Bolin (W) �����������������������������������������476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ������������������������������������������ 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Harold Cranmer (W) 574-264-6817

dhcranmer@yahoo.com 
Terry Dugan (S) ���������������������������������������476-2814

s581122@aol.com
Celia Fallon (E) ���������������������������������������� 476-1467

celia.fallon@gmail.com
Fred Freihofer ������������������������������������������ 476-9823

cdfreihofer@aol�com
Vickie Rogers (C) ������������������������������������476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N) ���������������������������������476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E) �������������������������������������476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Bob Waddle (E) ���������������������������������������� 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

PJ Vandewalle (H) ����������������������������������� 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S) ���������������������������269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E) ������������������������������������������476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ....................................... 476-1680
sandra.vitale@franciscanalliance.org

nOn-DiRECtOR AttEnDEES:
Jim Bolinger BLYC Homeowners’ Association 
Chairman (E) ����������������������������������������� 476-9737

debo36@comcast.net 
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E) ��������������������������������������������� 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors
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Open 8 days a week “by appointment” for your convenience

Summer
trailer

Storage

PRE-OWnED

SALES
BOAtS, MOtORS,

LiFtS, PWCS

Putting the

 SERViCE
in CUStOMER SERViCE, 

Pickup, Delivery, Detailing, 
Summer trailer Storage, 

Winter Storage

SERViCE above and beyond

or text Dave @ 312 399-3688

indoor
Winter
Boat

Storage



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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