
Popsicles on the Pier at Ron and 
Linda Witchie’s home was 
great fun! It was a good oppor-

tunity to see old friends and make 
new. The weather finally cooperated 
for this community building event. 
Check out “Community Corner” for 
the next one at the McGanns/Leuchts’ 
on July 16.
	 The annual People’s Regatta is 
this weekend on Saturday. What a 
great way to learn to sail. It’s for kids 
big and small. Go to the Lutz’s house 
next to Camp at 10:30 am. You’ll get 
free lessons with a picnic lunch after-
wards. Don’t miss it!
	 I have my team together for the 
golf outing. I used to play golf in high 
school and decided to start playing 
again a couple of years ago. I play at 
least 5 times a year now! Of course 
the Ladies Golf outing may involve 
kicking a soccer ball or teeing off with 
a putter. Needless to say, five times a 
year may be sufficient. No matter your 
level of expertise, you can play in this 

event. Check out the Barker for 
details. 
	 The Men’s Golf Outing is also 
coming up. My husband Dennis has 
been an avid golfer since his caddying 
days back in Bloomington, Indiana. 
His back problems prevent him from 
joining in, but he just might go along 
for the fun of it. No matter your level 
of play, sign up and have fun!
	 Of course, save the date for the 
annual traditional Corn and Sausage 
Roast on July 29. My three kids and 
their families have been asking about 
it so they can mark their calendars. 
My Grandkids love sweet corn on the 
cob!! They also love the hustle and 
bustle of people coming in and out of 
the yacht club and the cookers work-
ing over that large outside grill!
	 I want to thank Bob and Sue 
Waddle for their years of service as 
the coordinators of the Birch Lake 
Boat Parade. We appreciate their 
efforts in keeping this fun event alive. 
It is a blast being in the parade and it 
is obviously a fun tradition for the 
lake due to the amount of spectators! 
My first time to visit Birch Lake was 
on one the Fourth weekends during 

the 1970s. I witnessed the parade and 
loved it. When I moved here in the 
1980s it had gone by the wayside. I 
rekindled it and was the chairperson 
for many years. Now the Waddles are 
asking for someone to step up and 
agree to coordinate this event. It is not 
a difficult task, and we need someone 
to volunteer. Of course, if no one 
comes forward then there will be no 
parade next year. Please contact 
myself, the Waddles, or any other 
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2017 Birch Lake Calendar

Harman/Troeger People’s Regatta - July 15
Popsicles on the Pier, McGann’s - July 16

Ladies Golf Outing - July 20
Mens Golf Outing-  July 28

 Corn and Sausage Roast - July 29
Fall Dinner - August 26

Soup Challenge - October 14 

Upcoming Board of Directors Meetings: 
August 5, Sept. 9

 
More info as available.; Dates subject to 

change; Watch the Online Barker for  2017 
schedule when available and for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  Deadline is 3 pm on Tuesday.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, or put the items 
in the stone/mailbox at my home, 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Include a self-addressed, stamped envelope if you want photos or other materials 

returned.  To contact me by phone call (269) 476-1680, or contact Commodore Claudia Phipps at  476-7073 or email claudia2154@gmail.com. ~Phil V

Thanks to Julia Rodriguez, Lisa Rodriguez, Linda Witchie, and Claudia Phipps for great photos of Popsicles on the Pier (more 
photos inside today’s Barker).



board member if you are interested. 
claudia2154@gmail.com
	 The Labor Day Dog Parade also 
needs a new chairperson for this 
upcoming Labor Day weekend.  This is 
another fun event. If interested please 
contact claudia2154@gmail.com
	 Did you enjoy the fireworks this 
year? Did you have family and friends 
who visited the lake and also enjoyed 
the display? If so, please consider con-
tributing to the fireworks fund. We are 
anticipating an increase in cost for in 
the future and we would like to contin-
ue this event also. 
	 Did you know that the BLYC 
member dues are only $30? Check out 
the notice in this Birch Barker and 
every Barker that gives you the infor-
mation. 
	 For the Fireworks Fund and dues 
make checks payable to BLYC c/o Deb 
Spratt, 18100 Farmington Hills Dr., 
South Bend, Indiana.
	 Moonbeam moment: You have a 
right to your joy. Seek it!

~Commodore Claudia  

BLYC FALL DINNER
	 I hate to even mention Fall at this 
point in the summer, but I don’t want to 
be remiss in reminding everyone to 
“Save The Date” for the 2017 Fall 
Dinner – please make sure you mark 
August 26 on your calendars!  Details 

around the event will be in the next 
Barker.  Hope to see you there! 

~ V.C. Karen

Men’s and Women’s Golf Outing
	 This weekend is the deadline for 
signing up for both the Men’s and 
Womens’ Golf Outings.  See the ads in 
today’s Barker for details.

Save The Date -- Corn and 
Sausage is Coming!
	 Saturday, July 29 is the Big Day!
	 Be there or be unfed!

Restrain and control your dog!
	 An unfortunate incident last week-
end in which two lakers were bitten by 
an unleashed dog have prompted  a 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply Stunning
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose at 
the Birch Lake Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     Interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our Artist in Residence Duffy Dufor for the great Birch Lake art.



Birch Lake Notes

By The Tracks

BACK ON 
TRACK!
56951 N. Main St.
Three Rivers, MI

(269) 273-9015

Visit us again
For the First Time!

Frankie’s Restaurant in Three Rivers has new 
owners.  Over the past few months we have 

been working very hard to return the 
quality of the food and the quality of the dining experience to the 
levels that so many of us fondly remember from years ago.  We 
hope you’ll stop by and learn what we mean when we say that 

we’re “Back on Track!”

Open M-Th 11-10, Friday & Saturday 11-11 Closed Sunday. 
Daily food & drink specials

follow us on Facebook at frankiesbythetracks

request for a note in the Barker.
	 According to the law all dogs must 
be restrained at all times on a leash and 
not allowed to roam free.  The law also 
requires that any dog that bites or 
attacks a human or other dog must be 
confined for ten days providing the ani-
mal has a current, valid rabies vaccina-
tion.  If there is no vaccination on record, 
the dog must be confined at the County 
Animal Shelter or by a veterinarian.
	 Additionally, the owner of an animal 
running at large or an animal that bites 
may be ticketed by the Animal Control 
officer and fined by the courts.
	 To view the complete ordinance see 
“dog ordinance” at http://www.casscoun-
tymi.org/DepartmentsandCourts/
AnimalControl.aspx

Birch Road closings
	 Due to construction of a new home 
on Birch Road, the property owner has 
informed us that the road is going to be 
blocked and/or closed off and on for the 
rest of the year (the house should be 
done by January) and residents should 
plan accordingly. 

Cass Art show is July 15
	 The Summer Art Show sponsored 
by Cass Area Artists, scheduled for July 
15, will be held on the grounds of  the 
Lowe Center (Council on Aging), M-60 
and Decatur Road in Cassopolis, near 
Diamond and Donnell Lakes. 

             

Designer jewelry, oil and watercolor 
paintings, functional and ornamental 
clay, wood turned bowls, digital cre-
ations, fabric art and more will provide  
new and returning visitors a chance to 
start or add to their collections. 
	 In its third year at this location, the 
show has seen collectors return to see 
their favorite artists and add to pieces 
they already own.  One advantage to 
collectors at this show are affordable 
prices in comparison to larger  art 
shows.
      	Artists at the July 15 show include 
professional artists, art teachers and 
emerging artists who have submitted 
art to be  juried into the show.  All 

work is original, one of a kind and hand 
made.  The artists this year hail from 
Granger, 
South Bend, and Elkhart in Indiana, 
and Stevensville,Edwardsburg, Niles, 
Vandalia, Ludington and Cassopolis in 
Michigan.  The show will have both new 
and returning artists, as well as mem-
bers of the Cass Area Artists art group. 
     New this year, is the addition of a 
poplar food truck, Drive Thru Q which 
is often located in Three Rivers Michi-
gan, and they will offer BBQ, hot dogs, 
chicken  and more. 
       Cass Area Artists (www.cassare-
aartists.org) invite everyone to have a 
fun day on July 15, and come hungry 
for art and BBQ!

A couple of fishermen came by the house the other day with an unusual catch in 
tow.  Neither would admit to catching it but both said they weren’t going  to clean it 
or eat it ...



SAVE THE DATE; Birch Lake 

Ladies 
FUN 

Golf Outing
Thursday, July 20; $35 per Golfer

Diamond Lake Golf Course
Tee Off Time 9 am

Cost includes green fees, cart, 
beverages, and more FUN and GAMES than 

money can buy! 
Lunch following at the BLYC 

(included in cost)

Deadline to sign up is July 16
Team Members

1.____________________________

2.____________________________

3.____________________________

4.____________________________
Teams please consider donating a basket

 for the basket raffle. Team baskets 
should not exceed $50 total.

Bad Patty Luecht 476-2615

Popsicles on the Pier

Thanks to Julia Rodriguez, Lisa Rodriguez, Linda Witchie, 
and Claudia Phipps for great photos of Popsicles on the Pier 
last weekend.  Pat & Tessa McGann (above) and their daugh-
ter Kelly along with Bill & Bad Patty Luecht will host the East 
Side Popsicles on the Pier on Sunday July 16 from 3 to 4:30 
pm.  McGann’s is the A-Frame with the yellow boat cover 
next door to the Luecht’s famous Flamingo Room. 



— Community Corner —
by Sarah Petty

Thank you to Witchies (south 
side) for hosting a very suc-
cessful POTP!  We enjoyed 

popsicles, good company and won-
derful weather!  Up next, Pat & 
Tessa McGann and their daughter 

Kelly along with Bill & Bad Patty 
Luecht will host the East Side Pop-
sicles on the Pier on Sunday July 
16 from 3 to 4:30 pm.  McGann’s is 
the A-Frame with the yellow boat 
cover next door to the Luecht’s 
famous Flamingo Room. 
	 Remember to try and come by 

kayak, paddle board, canoe, swim-
ming, bike, walking or parachute 
in. We will provide the popsicles 
but the rest is BYOB.  All ages are 
welcome.
	 Below, meet your board mem-
bers, Bob Waddle and Patty Luec-
ht...

	 My name is 
Bob Waddle, aka 
Sparkybob, aka the 
Sparkycam.  My 
wife, Sue and I have 
loved Birch Lake 
since first coming 
here in the mid 
1980s.  We were 
“trunk slammers” 
until I retired from 
the electrical con-
struction industry 
in Northwest Indiana in 2006 and 
we moved here full time.  We live in 
a red house on the east side, with 
our little cocker spaniel, Beyoncé.  As 
Commodore in 1994 and in 2010 I was 

able to meet a lot 
of the great people 
that we are lucky 
to have here at the 
lake.  I urge every-
one to attend BLYC 
functions and meet 
your truly amazing 
neighbors.
     Hi I am “Bad” 
Patty Luecht. I am 
a past Commodore 
and have been on the 

board since 2013. My husband 
Bill has been on Birch Lake since 
1961, and I started coming to 
the lake about 1985. As many of 
you know, I have an obsession 

with Flamingos, and 
have over 200 in the 
infamous Flamingo 
Room on the east side. 
(Watch for the pink 
lights to go on!)  Birch 
Lake has my heart, 
and there is nowhere 
else I would rather be! 
You’ll see me on my 
boat, the Bad Patty, 
circling the lake, and 
especially on Sundays 
for the sailboat races. 
Hope to see you wave 
when I go by!!  Remem-
ber,  PINK ... it’s not 
just a color ... it’s an 
ATTITUDE!

Get to know the Birch Lake Yacht Club board

FRIDAY, JULY 29  2017 - $70/MAN

Contact Chas Grundy at chas@grundyhome.com

FRIDAY, JULY 28  2017 - $70/MAN

BLYC 57th ANNUAL

*Golf prize, dinner at BLYC, Food & Drink coupons included in the price of registration

___________________________________________	 ________________________________________

____________________________________________	 _________________________________________

2017 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Information

Must have completed registrations by July 16



Fleet Captain’s Corner
Great sailing weekend!

Last Sunday we completed three races, with both classes having 
many participants, which made a fun sailing experience.  Winds 
were light to moderate and changing, which made it a little tricky 

at times navigating the course.  All in all the winds did pick up a little 
more towards the third and final race and made for some great sailing!
	 Don’t forget we have the Don Harmon and Earl Troeger 
Memorial “Kids Regatta” this Saturday at 10:30 at the Lutz’s (north 
side, next to Camp T).  Please bring life jackets and as many kids (young 
and old) as you can corral.  Food and drinks will be provided, but BYOB.  
	 Hope to see on Saturday for a wonderful event.
Until Next week,
	 “Splice the main brace!”

~Fleet Captain Mike”              

2017

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

2017 BLYC Season Sailing Results
Date............................................................9-Jul...........9-Jul............... 9-Jul..............Total..............Season........... Races	����������������������������% 
Race............................................................. 13................14....................15.............. Points........... Average........ Finished	��������������Finished

MC Scow/Sailor
Scott Troeger  #1489..................................................1.....................1..........................1.................... 19584................... 1506.....................12	��������������������������������92.3%
Jeff Smitley  #2002...................................................DNS...............DNS....................DNS................. 14993................... 1499.....................10	��������������������������������76.9%
Rick Harmon.............................................................DNS...............DNS....................DNS.................. 2969.................... 1485......................2	���������������������������������15.4%
Barb Cassady/Maggie Cassady #2506.....................4.....................3..........................2.................... 19246................... 1480.....................13	����������������������������� 100.0%
Phil Vitale  #500.......................................................DNS...............DNS....................DNS.................. 7003.................... 1401......................5	���������������������������������38.5%
Gib Eberhart  #916......................................................2.....................5.......................DNS.................. 4113.................... 1371......................3	���������������������������������23.1%
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2550....................................3.....................4..........................4.................... 15996................... 1333.....................12	��������������������������������92.3%
Bill Luecht  #1579........................................................5.....................2..........................5.................... 14347................... 1304..................... 11	��������������������������������84.6%
Pat McGann #1735.....................................................6.....................6..........................3.................... 15870................... 1221.....................12	��������������������������������92.3%
Bob King  #1199.......................................................DNS..................7..........................6..................... 2381.....................1191......................2	���������������������������������15.4%
Sandy Vitale.............................................................DNS...............DNS....................DNS......................0......................................................0	�����������������������������������0.0%

Sunfish/Sailor
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue)....................................1.....................2..........................1.................... 23372................... 1558.....................15	����������������������������� 100.0%
Peter Soldato...............................................................6.....................1.......................DNS................. 18049................... 1504.....................12	��������������������������������80.0%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow)......................................3.....................4..........................2.................... 18711................... 1439.....................13	��������������������������������86.7%
Herb Cleveland...........................................................2.....................3..........................3.................... 18486................... 1422.....................13	��������������������������������86.7%
Stewart Spratt..............................................................4..................DNS.......................4.................... 16363................... 1364.....................12	��������������������������������80.0%
Brad Davis................................................................DNS...............DNS....................DNS.................. 5403.................... 1351......................4	���������������������������������26.7%
Bill Butler...................................................................DNS...............DNS....................DNS................. 10013................... 1252......................7	���������������������������������46.7%
Camille Butler..............................................................5.....................5..........................5.................... 14655................... 1221.....................12	��������������������������������80.0%
Abbreviations explained:
DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.; DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than 
last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 7th place).; DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed; CB - sailor who serves on Committee 
Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total; Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, 
etc.); Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted; Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.



The Birch Lake Water Quality 
Committee started the Purple 
Loosestrife Management Pro-

gram in 2000.  The program has been 
very effective. In 2000 we had 10 sites 
located on all shores of the lake, some of 
which were very dense.  We continue to 
monitor for Purple Loosestrife each year 
and remove the plants that we find.  The 
Plants bloom toward the end of July and 
into September.  If you see, or suspect 
you see, the plant, please call Bruce 
Wagner, our Water Quality Committee 
Purple Loosestrife Specialist (Cottage 
269-476-2090, cell 574-286-7183) or any 
other member of the Water Quality Com-
mittee to have it checked out.   In recent 
years, purple loosestrife is typically only 
found in four or five places on the lake, 
most often along the west shore.
What is it?
	 Purple Loosestrife is a plant that 
was accidentally introduced to the 
United States and distributed as an 
ornamental.  It is most easily identi-
fied during the flowering season.  This 
spiked-shaped purple pinkish flower can 
be seen above the water level in ditches, 
streams, rivers, lakes, and other moist 
shallow water sites.  This plant is an 
upright hardy perennial four to eight feet 
tall and most often found in groups.
Effects:
	 Purple Loosestrife invades marshes, 

ditches and lakeshores quickly replacing 
native wetland plants.  These plants 
form dense stands that wildlife cannot 
use for food or cover.
Spread:
	 Purple Loosestrife will grow from 
the roots of an established plant, how-
ever the plants spread mainly by seed.  
Having up to 300,000 per stalk, these 
tiny seeds can live in the soil and water 
for many years and can be transported 
great distances by humans, animals and 
water.
Management (Eradication)
	 Once the plant becomes easily 
evident (in mid-July) but before it goes 
to seed (in early September), Specialist 
Wagner will slowly tour the lake in his 
pontoon boat and with his binoculars 
search for purple loosestrife, usually 
about four times per season.  Wherever 
it is seen, he will later return from shore, 
in his waders, pull each plant (hopefully 
with its roots), bag, and properly dispose 
of it.
	 If you are interested in helping give 
Bruce a call.  He would probably enjoy 
the company.
	 To see what it looks like, just enter 
“Purple Loosestrife Michigan” in your 
browser.
Another Water Quality 
Action Update
	 Speaking of slow moving pontoon 

boats whose occupants eye the shoreline 
through binoculars …  a group of Water 
Quality Committee members are sched-
uled to be joined by a MiCorps DEQ 
biologist in order to “Score the Shore” 
(See Birch Barker of 7/1/17) on Tuesday, 
July 18.  We may pass in front of each 
1000’ long section of shoreline as many 
as three times at various distances from 
the shore in order to collect and record 
data in that 1000’ section.  If we don’t 
complete the entire lake survey on the 
18th, we will probably try to finish up 
on the next day or two thereafter.  Just 
like with the Purple Loosestrife Patrols, 
please don’t let the seemingly nosy pon-
toons unnerve or make you feel uneasy.

— Water Quality Report —
Purple Loosestrife Management Program

Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle



Eagle Lake Marine
SALES * SERVICE * STORAGE

SanPan, Aqua Patio, Sweetwater Pontoon,
Hurricane Deck Boats, Honda Outboards, 

Mercury Outboards, Yamaha Outboards and 
MerCruiser Stern Drives

eaglelakemarine.com 
269-699-5103 

south side of Eagle Lake, Edwardsburg, MI

Bubba’s Market, LLC

“Under the big Green Tent
     at Hilltop Gas Station”

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

13599 US 12
Union, MI 49130

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
Friday - Sunday
10:00 - 6:00

Birch Lake Water Temperature

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan



FULFILLING REAL ESTATE 
DREAMS FOR OVER 38 YEARS! 

Susie Tucker
Susie Tucker Realty
574-320-6697 Cell	 269-641-5775 Office
www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Licensed in Michigan
and Indiana

— Barker Kids of the Week —

North siders enjoying the pancake breakfast!  Ben, Cam, and Cooper Petty 
with their cousins Abby and Connor Caplis.

Brayden and Liam Trybula, grandsons 
of Peter and Denise Trybula (east side) 
enjoyed their holiday on Birch Lake swim-
ming, boating, dumping pails of water in the 
sandbox, and giving treats to the neighbor 
dogs. They say they will be back!

At Right: Turtle of the week, sent in after 
the Fourth of July  week by Mr. Bob (north 

shore).  This week Mr. Bob sent a photo of a 
dead Kingfisher but I decided not to put it in 
the paper because I found it too depressing.



— Barker Kids of the Week —
Kid-of-the-week 

Photos
Mail your kid-of-the-week (or 

turtle of the week or plant of the 
week or whatever you’ve got) 

photos BEFORE 3 PM ON TUES-
DAYS to Birch Barker, 63174 

Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; 
put them in a ziplock and stick 

them in the stone mailbox at my 
home (east side), or email them 

to me at  
Sailorphil@Philvitale.com

Above: Levy’s hosted a fun July 4th “carnival” celebration for their South Side 
neighbors’ grandkids. The highlight of the weekend was the Dunk Tank. Grandfa-
thers and their grandkids all took turns. This picture captures a few of the Levy, 
Wozny and Henderson grandkids and a few friends all from the South Side! What 
fun! A special Thank You to the Levys!

Below: That’s our BFFs Steve and 
Shari Deranek with my BS Sandy and 
me cheering on the Cubbies to victory 
last Friday at Wrigley.  Steve shot this, 
something he called a “selfie,” with 
his phone thingie ... and it didn’t hurt a 
bit (but I’m still not getting one!)

Sales Price  $425,000
TURN KEY
2 beds, 1 bath
69’ of Lake Front

Birch Lake home for sale

OUT OF INVENTORY!

LISTINGS NEEDED!

HOMES ARE SELLING, 

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

CALL PAUL DELANO 

TODAY
269-445-8877

Paul@TheLakeLife.com

269-445-8877



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Dave’s Residential Services
Cell: (269) 362-0724

Email: davehardisty@comcast.net 
Landline: (269) 476-2797

Lawn Care	 Security Checks

Firewood	 Home Maintenance

SUNDAYS
9:30 & 11:30 AM
RIVERSIDE-CHURCH.COM

WELCOME
HOME

At left: Rory and Thia Andis, granddaughters of Kar-
en Curtis-Miller and Eric Miller (east side), visiting 
from Indy.

Below: Dog of the Week Forest Hall, the pet of Bud 
and Debbie Hall (cove) loves to ride in the boat and 
he loves Birch Lake (but then, don’t we all?).



— Barker Kids of the Week —

thomas J. 
mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

Above: The Quinlan (West side) grandchildren.

At right: Liam Kappel, who turns 2 on July 15, went for his 
first ski last weekend. He is the youngest Quinlan grandchild 
and the youngest ever on the trainer skis.



— Barker kids of the Week —
At left: Hailey McDaniel, 8, of the South Shore showing her older 
siblings and cousins she is just as strong as they are!

Above: That’s Aurora (aka Aurorable), granddaughter of Mike and 
Amy Lutz (north side).   Gramma Amy says she can’t stop herself 
from sending in pics!



Sorry folks, but for the second week in a row Stu hasn’t 
sent his Star Stuff in by the deadline.  Last week I de-
layed sending it to the printer and was able to accommo-
date him but this week I didn’t have the luxury if waiting 
and had to send it in by my deadline (so you would all 
have a Barker to read on Saturday), so you’ll have to 
wait until next week to see it.  Meanwhile, if you enjoy his 

column and 
can’t wait, 
you can try 
emailing 
him at 
slsvb1@
comcast.net 
and maybe 
he can send 
it directly 
to you via 
email.

Stu’s  Star Stuff

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction:  0.552 
0.5 days before last quarter

Sunrise: 06:23:30 AM
Sunset: 21:17:58 PM

Moonrise:  00:34:39 AM
Moonset: 

Daylight:  14 Hr 54 Min 28 Sec

DIAMOND CONSTRUCTION
No Job Too Large or Too Small!

d

All Types of Remodeling 
* New Home Construction * 

Restoration

Licensed & Insured Free Estimates

Bob Bienz 269-759-4010
63366 Kinsey St., Vandalia, MI

email: diamondconstr@yahoo.com



Aries (March 21-April 19) - This will be 
a playful, fun-loving week, especially with partners 
and close friends. Please remember you are the arti-
san of the zodiac. You can do anything with your 
hands! This week you might create something to get 
a stunning result. You might also be involved in 
activities with kids.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Your fast-
pace continues this week. Short trips, errands, con-
versations with everyone plus increased reading and 
writing keep you hustling! This is a strong week for 
those who write, sell, market, teach or act because 
you are proactive and forthright with your words. You 
will say what you mean and mean what you say! 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - his week 
you will identify with what you own. You might think 
your finances indicate your personal worth. But your 
finances are just finances. However, this ego identifi-
cation will trigger disputes about possessions or 
money. Basically, you want to use what you own to 
get stuff done! 

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - The You 
might be so stoked it would be wise to do physical 
exercise or gym workouts to blow off any pent-up 
steam. (Because if you don’t find a healthy outlet for 
this energy, it will sneak out as snide remarks. You 
have ambitious ideas about how to make money or 
boost your earnings. Respect your ideas. This week, 
your mind is clear and has an understanding of the 
overall patterns of your life. You can swing business 
negotiations and commercial transactions because 
you see the bigger picture down the road. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - In one way, you 
want to be low profile and hide behind the scenes 
(with delicious food and drink, of course; preferably 
served with adoration). This suits you now because 
you are doing a lot alone or working on a project. 
Splurge on a thoughtful gift and go visit your pals. 
Leos like to arrive in style.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - This is a 
popular week! Many of you are involved in competi-
tions or physical sports because you are active with 
friends and groups.  In addition, something is going 
on in your life that makes you look very good to 
bosses, parents and VIPs. They are impressed with 
you. In fact, in some cases, they’re so impressed a 
romance could begin.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - This is one of 
the most powerful months of the year for you! You 
will notice that this week you impress bosses, par-
ents and VIPs (and the police) even if you don’t do 
anything different. Call it smoke and mirrors; but 
what is really happening is the Sun is at the top of 
your chart symbolically casting a flattering light on 
you. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - You want 
to expand your world through creative intellectual 
dialogue. You will love to discuss your beliefs 
because you identify with your ideas. Travel will be 
gratifying because it will expand your world in an 
immediate way. Meanwhile, romance will be sexy 
and affectionate! You might even attract gifts, good-
ies and money through your partner or spouse. It’s a 
good week to ask for a loan or seek a mortgage.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - 
Money, mortgages, debt and shared property are on 
your mind. You’re always willing to play the long 
shot. This means you can get a loan or mortgage or 
settle a financial deal to your favor. Some of your big 
ideas will involve doing business in a foreign country 
or exploring opportunities in publishing and the 
media, as well as medicine and the law.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
This week your focus is on partners and close 
friends. Instead of turning a blind eye or being forgiv-
ing, you feel judgmental, irritated and annoyed. 
Fortunately, this phenomena only lasts for a month 
and only occurs once every two years.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Many of 
you are traveling more and it’s thrilling! You want to 
clarify issues and explain something. It’s a good time 
to discuss difficulties in a relationship. It’s also a 
good time to sign contracts and enter into negotia-
tions. Meanwhile, you want to pull your act together 
so that you can take it on the road. You want to be 
efficient, effective and productive, which is why you 
are making lists and introducing improvements to 
your job and even to your health.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Grab 
every opportunity to party and have fun because it’s 
your turn to play right now. Accept all invitations to 
social events, sports, parties, the theatre, art open-
ings, reunions, and fun vacations, especially with 
children. Your desire nature is strong now so sex 
and flirtations will be important to you. Athletic activi-
ties will also be an exciting choice. 

Your Horoscope

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES
Why parents shouldn’t text



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Buffalo Chicken Burgers 
with Blue Cheese Dressing
	 “This burger delivers the bold 
flavors of Buffalo wings minus the mess 
and calories. Serve with additional hot 
sauce on the side.” 

Ingredients:
•	  1/4 cup light sour cream 
•	  1/4 cup reduced fat blue cheese 
crumbles 
•	  1/4 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce 
•	  1 1/2 pounds ground chicken 
•	  1/4 cup hot pepper sauce 
•	  1/2 teaspoon celery salt (optional) 
•	  1/4 teaspoon poultry seasoning 
•	  1/2 teaspoon paprika 
•	  1 pinch cayenne pepper, or to taste 
•	  1 tablespoon hot pepper sauce 
•	  4 Kaiser rolls, split 
•	  4 leaves iceberg lettuce 
•	  1/2 cup diced celery 
 
Directions:
1.	 Preheat an outdoor grill for medi-
um-high heat, and lightly oil the grate. 
Stir the sour cream, blue cheese, and 
Worcestershire sauce together in a small 

bowl; set aside.
2.	 Mix the ground chicken, 1/4 cup hot 
sauce, celery salt, poultry seasoning, pa-
prika, and cayenne pepper together in a 
mixing bowl until evenly blended. Form 
into four 3/4-inch-thick patties.
3.	 Cook the chicken burgers on the 
preheated grill 6 to 7 minutes until well 
marked. Spray the uncooked top of the 
burger with cooking spray, and flip the 
burgers over. Brush the cooked side with 
1 tablespoon hot sauce, and continue 
cooking until no longer pink in the center 
and the juices run clear, about 5 minutes 
more. An instant-read thermometer 
inserted into the center should read at 
least 165 degrees F (74 degrees C).
4.	 To assemble the burgers, place 
a lettuce leaf on each roll bottom. Top 
with a burger patty, then spoon on 2 
tablespoons of blue cheese sauce, and 2 
tablespoons celery. Place the top of the 
roll on top to finish the sandwich.

Buffalo Chicken Dip
	 “This tangy, creamy dip tastes 
just like Buffalo chicken wings. It’s best 
served hot with crackers and celery 

sticks. Everyone loves the results!” 

Ingredients:
•	  2 (10 ounce) cans chunk chicken, 
drained 
•	  2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, 
softened 
•	  1 cup Ranch dressing 
•	  3/4 cup pepper sauce (such as 
Frank’s Red Hot®) 
•	  1 1/2 cups shredded Cheddar 
cheese 
•	  1 bunch celery, cleaned and cut 
into 4 inch pieces 
•	  1 (8 ounce) box chicken-flavored 
crackers 

Directions: 
1.	 Heat chicken and hot sauce in a 
skillet over medium heat, until heated 
through. Stir in cream cheese and ranch 
dressing. Cook, stirring until well blend-
ed and warm. Mix in half of the shred-
ded cheese, and transfer the mixture to 
a slow cooker. Sprinkle the remaining 
cheese over the top, cover, and cook on 
Low setting until hot and bubbly. Serve 
with celery sticks and crackers.

Shuffle off to Buffalo ... 

Join us for the Annual 
Don Harman/Earl Troeger 
People’s Regatta

SAILING FOR ALL AGES 
NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED

NO BOAT? NO PROBLEM!
You may join the crew with an experienced SAILOR

Launching from Lutz’s on North Shore  (next to Camp T.)

July 15, 2017
Arrival Time: 10:30 am; Sailing/Race Time: 11 am

Picnic lunch (hot dogs, chips) following; soft drinks and H20 provided
Adults: BYOB

Please provide your own life jackets and towels
(rain date TBA in the Barker)

More Information? Call Amy at 269-744-7746 or Bad Patty at 476-2615
SEE YOU ON THE WATER



We have just finished Week 
3, and the theme for the 
week was Under the Sea. 

Some of our activities have included 
Octopus Tag, Crab Soccer, Sharks 
and Minnows, Sponge Wars, and 
Capture the Gold. There was also a 
new-to-Tannadoonah activity this 
week called Sew-Your-Own-Teddy-
Bear, where campers who signed up 
for the class got to make a bear out of 
a camp tee-shirt. This is our biggest 
week so far, with 135 campers, and 
we will break that record in just a 
couple of week! 
	 This week features the Morris 
Lodge staff. Morris is the traditional 
home to the oldest girls at camp. The 
Morris staff are:
	 Miss Paige (South Bend, Indi-
ana) - Miss Paige is spending her 
third year working at Camp T. She 
was a camper for about 7 years, and 
a CIT (Counselor-in-Training) for 
two of them. In the fall she will be a 
sophomore at Carthage College. She 
can usually be found at the tennis 
courts or archery range. If you ever 
need a joke, she is full of them. Puns, 

anti jokes, long story jokes - She 
knows them all! She excited to be 
back this summer, and is having a 
great time!
	 Miss Ani (Yeravan, Armenia) 
- Miss Ani studies linguistics and 
speaks 5 languages (Armenian, Ara-
bic, Spanish, Russian, and English). 
She enjoys playing sports, especially 
basketball, swimming, and yoga. She 
is also a talented artist in her free 
time; she enjoys abstract oil paint-
ing and fashion sketching. She likes 
to get to know other cultures and 
explore new places and have new 
adventures. Her dream is to travel 
all around the world some day.
	 Miss Jaidaa (Cairo, Egypt) - 
Miss Jaidaa is going to her senior 
year in the German University in 
Cairo, studying Computer Science 
Engineering. She love traveling, 
having been to 7 countries before. 
Her most recent destination (before 
coming to the United States) was 
China, where she spent 6 weeks 
exploring the country’s beauty. 
Her dream is to travel every coun-
try around the world. Miss Jaidaa 

speaks 4 languages (Arabic, English, 
French, and German), loves cooking, 
and playing sports, especially Yoga. 
She is excited to make this summer 
unforgettable!!!
	 Miss Katelyn (Montgomery, 
Illinois) - This is Miss Katelyn’s first 
summer at Camp Tannadoonah! She 
is from Aurora, Illinois and will be a 
sophomore in the fall at Saint Mary’s 
College with a Chemistry major. 
She love all things nature and dance. 
Since coming to camp, she has found 
that she also enjoys archery. She 
is enjoying spending her summer 
outside and with the campers!
	 Miss Sophie (Holland, Michigan) 
- Miss Sophie is spending her first 
summer at Camp Tannadoonah! She 
has always loved the summer camp 
environment, and has been fortu-
nate to be a camper, CIT, and now a 
counselor! She attends Hope College 
and will be a sophomore this fall, 
majoring in Communication and mi-
noring in Peace and Justice Studies. 
She enjoys photography, films, public 
speaking, and cats.

— Camp Tannadoonah —

Thanks to Cindy Rheinhardt  (daughter of Bud and Barb 
Zesinger, east side) for the historic postcards from Camp 
Tannadoonah.  Cindy said she came across several Camp 
Tannadoonah postcards in a box of old postcards that I pur-
chased at an auction.  Only one is postmarked but she be-
lieves they are all from the same year as the postmark, 1946.  
We will be running more in weeks ahead as space permits.

Greetings from Camp Tannadoonah



For sale

For Sale: 2007 Skeeter Bass boat 
with a 90HP Yamaha engine, 17’, 
Minnkota 24 volt trolling motor and 2 
Lowrance X50 DS Fish Finders, Dual Pro 
Charger, 2 aerated live wells, 2 trolling 
motor batteries, 1 deep cycle starting bat-
tery, tilt and trim, locked Tackle and Rod 
storage, automatic bilge, carpeted, custom 
snap cover.  Boat is in good shape and 
ready for fishing.  Contact Kerry McCoy at 
708-957-1122 for more information

4 sale by owner. Sunny East side of 
Birch Lake house. 50 feet of crystal 
clear lake frontage. $399,000. Screened in 
porch & all tile/easy maintenance home. 
Call Nanette Eash (formerly Sharpe) 574-
298-6556”

For Sale:  1985 Shore Land’r galva-
nized boat trailer GVWR 1560# 
$350;1986 Evinrude outboard 15hp 
w/ 6 gal tank, new hose & bulb, serviced 
-$800.  Call Bob Palm 574-298-2480

For Sale: CLASSIC Century 
Resorter 19 ft. 1973, V-8, 225HP, New 

Upholstery and Carpet - $5,000. Power 
Shore Station also available with boat pur-
chase, $1,000. Call Tom Rogers, Cove, 
476-2383

For Sale: 2004 Sea-Doo GTI LE. 
Watercraft and trailer in good condition. 
Watercraft just summarized and serviced 
ready to hit the water! Trailer also ser-
viced, new bearings and hubs; ready for 
the road. Bought a boat last summer and 
haven’t been able to use the Sea Doo 
very much so looking to sell it to someone 
who can enjoy it. Runs great! This is a 
three person watercraft you can pull a 
tube or a skier. I also have a cover for the 
PWC. Contact 630-935-2573

FOR SALE: 4 place pedal boat (2 
cyclors, 2 riders), available for showing 
and/or test drive at the King cottage. 269-
476-2128 on weekends, 574-299-0705 
through the week.

FOR SALE: Original un-restored 
1976 Cadillac Eldorado convert-
ible. Firethorn red exterior (original paint), 
red leather interior, “straight” body, never 
wrecked, stored indoors. It’s a driver. 
Priced to allow for bumper “fillers” and 
tires. A few Lakers have indicated interest. 
Absent local sale the car will go to auction 
this summer. Contact Bob King 574-276-
9999 or 574-299-0705.

For Sale: used Kenmore dishwash-
er. Very good condition.  $70. Contact 
Tom DeCocker 476-9821

Services
I do sewing and mending at fair pric-
es - zippers, hemming, small alterations; 
call Kathy at 476-9317

If you need odd jobs done like pet care, 
babysitting, garden/yard work, etc … Call 
Amanda Butler at 574-304-1799

WANTED
Seeking someone with scuba 
gear and training to help camp 
retrieve a lost sailboat rudder

Found
FOUND: One white “San Marin” inflat-
able buoy, Item Number “NB60,” 
approximately 20” diameter, on  2/17/17. 
Call 476-1467.

FOUND: Black “Kitchen Aid” grill 
cover.  Please call Jeff & Denise Smitley 
at 269.476.9000.

LOST
Lost Canoe Paddle, black and gray. If 
found please call 269-476-7062

Camp T is missing several kayak and 
stand up paddleboarding paddles 

Lost: Yamaha Waverunner key fob
If found please contact: Bill Magro @ 937-
657-8988

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Don’t forget that
boat traffic must travel 

COUNTER-CLOCKWISE 
at all times!

Message sponsored by the 
BIRCH LAKE 

HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION

  sailboats 
always 

have the 
right-of-way!



$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to

BLYC
c/o Deb Spratt

18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
 Haven’t paid your 2017 dues yet? 

there’s still time!
Support the blyc, support our Birch Lake Community!

2016 BLYC Officers 
Comm. Claudia Phipps........................... 476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com
Vice Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller	���������������������������

karne.curtis-miller@bayer.com
Deb Spratt Treasurer (N)...........................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck Secretary (W)..................476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com
Mike Lutz Fleet Captain (N).....................476-2843

mmtlconcrete@aol.com
2015 BLYC Directors 

Greg Bolin (W)............................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E)	������������������������������������������� 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Harold Cranmer (W)...........................574-264-6817
dhcranmer@yahoo.com 

Terry Dugan (S)..........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Celia Fallon (E)........................................... 476-1467
celia.fallon@gmail.com

Fred Freihofer............................................. 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H)........................................ 476-7062
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm.....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty	������������������������������������������������ 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Vickie Rogers (C).......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N)....................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)........................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E)...................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Alan Van Huffel (S)..............................269-244-3487
abec3@aol.com

Phil Vitale (E)............................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E)......................................... 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E).......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Past Comm. Sue Williams (S)...................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

Blyc water quality committee
Paul Fallon, BLYC Water Quality Committee
Chairman (E).............................................. 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors



CELEBRATING	 IN BUSINESS

WITH BIRCH LAKE



We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com
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