
Commodore’s Comments
August 20, 2022

Sunday, I finished my seventh consec-
utive day of sailing – the most I’ve 
done in one week. I taught five days 

of sailing lessons at Camp Tannadoonah, 
sailed in the Kidz Regatta on Saturday 
and sailed in three Sunday races. At Camp 
I had back-to-back classes for beginner 
sailors, and we used the Camp’s Barnett 
1400 sailboats. The kids were awesome: 
fun, willing to try something new and very 
polite and nice to each other. By the end of 
the week we had all bonded and were hav-
ing fun just being together. The last day 
there was no wind so we discussed practic-
ing tipping and turtling (where the boat’s 
mast is pointing directly into the water 
and just the bottom of the boat is showing 
which looks like a turtle’s shell) the boat 
close to shore. One young man told me he 
was still nervous about tipping so I said 
we should try to face his fears by breaking 
down what we were doing and why. We 
tipped and turtled numerous times.  We 
even showed the other group of sailors 
what to do in a turtling situation. The 
water was warm, the sun was shining, and 
we all were having fun, even my nervous 
sailor was laughing and seemed to be gain-
ing confidence. Teaching sailing has been a 

highlight of the summer and I hope to be 
able to assist again next summer as it 
brought me so much joy.
 Friday evening, my husband Tom and 
I, along with some 15 other boats and a 
couple kayakers, gathered near Camp 
Tannadoonah’s pier. At roughly 9:15 pm, 
as the skies were darkening, we could 
begin to see the glow of candlelight coming 
down the Camp’s 87 steps (yes, I counted 
them going up one day), and the campers 
lined up along the piers and waterfront, 
the entire time singing camp songs. This 
was our first time experiencing the 
Candlelight Serenade, held the last night 
of camp for the summer. The parade down 
to the waterfront and the singing lasted 
about 30 minutes. All the candles reflected 
in the water, and it was a beautiful sight. 
After the program boaters honked their 
horns, clapped, and whistled in apprecia-
tion, which made the campers respond 
with their own hootin’ and hollerin’. Thank 
you Camp Tannadoonah for sharing your 
lovely tradition with those from Birch 
Lake lucky enough to witness it.
 Saturday, many Birch Lake kids and 
grandkids showed up to participate in the 
2022 Don Harmon Kidz Regatta.  Bob and 
Leslie King (north side) hosted the event 
and offered a delicious lunch for the kids, 
their parents, and the MC Scow and 
Sunfish sailors who showed up to take the 
kids sailing. Tom Cassady (east side) and 
Bob set the course, and the race committee 

boat was captained by Bad Patty Luecht 
(east side) with help from Deb Hall (cove) 
and Deb’s friend Lori Tobias. The wind 
was strong, and we got in two quick races. 
All the kids seemed to be having fun on 
the boats, especially experiencing a real 
sailboat race. A huge thank you to Bob 
King for bringing the Kidz Regatta back to 
Birch Lake. I hope the momentum gener-
ated continues into next summer and 
beyond.
 With Camp finished for the year and 
some lake kids already back at school, this 
week, it feels like summer is over. But not 
so fast, we have two big events yet this 
month and more in September. We look 
forward to the Fall Dinner this Saturday, 
where I will pass the Commodore “life 
jacket” to Deb Hall, who will be your next 

Aug. 26 - Birch Lake Ladies Style Show 
& Luncheon, Woodfire, Dowagiac, See P  2
Sept 11 - Sailing Awards, Frew’s house
Sept 17 - Crockpot Challenge, 6 pm, 
more details inside
2022 BLYC BOARD MEETINGS

Sept. 10, 9 am @ BLYC 
~2023~

May 20, 2023 - Spring Dinner 
(details tba)
July 1, 2023 - Fireworks (tentative)
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The Birch Barker will consider ads and editorial items for potential publication.  E-mail items to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me (or put them in the 
stone mailbox) at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  Contact Editor Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text).  Contact Commodore Barb 

Cassady, via email at barbcassady49@gmail.com  or call 574-574-229-9815 . DEADLINE is Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

Thanks to Dave Dufour (east side) for the nice photo of the sailboats and fishermen from last Sunday.
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Commodore. The following Friday, August 
26, is the Ladies’ Lunch & Style Show at 
Woodfire Grill in Dowagiac. Check the 
Barker for more details on these and more 
upcoming events. 
 It has been an honor to serve as your 
Commodore alongside the officers and 
board members this past year. I have 
enjoyed working with Vice Commodore 
Deb Hall who has been a great partner in 
all we planned and implemented. I know 
she will do a wonderful job in her new role. 
Fleet Captain Steve Frew (east side) 
brought his enthusiasm to the sailing 
activities and was able to enhance the 
Camp’s Junior Sailing program and grow 
interest in sailing overall. Treasurer Deb 
Spratt (north side) and Secretary Mike 
Sheffieck (west side) offered their consider-
able experience, help and guidance. And to 
the rest of the BLYC Board, I have appre-
ciated your input and wonderful support. 
To all the many volunteers who support 
the lake community, I know many of you 
do your work quietly, behind the scenes, 
and I want to thank you for the gift you 
are to Birch Lake.
 Take care, be safe, and I’ll see you out 
on the lake.

~Commodore Barb Cassady

Crockpot Challenge
 Let’s talk about the BLYC Crockpot 
Challenge!  We have a tentative date set 

for the event on Sept 18,.  
NOW FOR THE RULES!

 You may submit entries of either 
savory or sweet, or both. Not sure about 
sweet? Check Pinterest for ideas!
 Participants Only: Arrival time at 
5:30 pm. Please be on time!  Bring 
extension cords, and utensils. 

DO NOT ID YOUR CROCKPOT!!
 Arrival time for participants 
will be 5:30 pm to allow setup time for 
the crockpots: Hors d’oeuvres and top-

pings (crackers, cheese, diced onion, 
breads, butter, etc.)
 Non crockpot challenge desserts (i.e. 
Julie’s Cookies ... HAHAHA!) set on 
table provided. Good idea to I.D. your 
dishes. (But NOT the crockpots).
 BYOB: we will be using leftover 
beer and wine, but it is unknown how 
much will be available after the previous 
events. If it is available, we will offer it.
 Guests arrival time 6 pm! NO 
EARLY ENTRIES to eat. Get your vot-

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.
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ing ballots at the door as you come in. 
 Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd places in each category; 6:15 pm 
EATING BEGINS; Scoring and prizes at 
approximately 7:15 pm.
 There will be a Basket Raffle and 
50/50 drawings.  Watch the Barker for 
any updates.  Any questions call Bad 
Patty at 317-605-6421. 
 Again all of this depends on the 
COVID 19 virus and whether or not we 
would feel comfortable enough to host 
this event. 

~BP

Dear Birch Lake Sailors,
 I am pleased to announce that Steve 
Frew has agreed to stay on a second year 
as our Fleet Captain. Steve has done a 
great job coordinating all the details for 
racing and he has re-engaged the BLYC 
sailors with Camp Tannadoonah in their 
Junior Sailing program.
 We look forward to the continuation of 
all the good work being accomplished.

~Soon-to-be Past Commodore 
Barb Cassady

Birch Lake Barker Sign Contest
 Congratulations to the three winners 
of the Birch Lake Barker Sign Contest..  
First Place was won by Dylan Snider of 
the Cove, who has agreed to use his cam-
era to help create a new feature in next 

summer’s Birch Barker!
  Second and Third was taken by 
Brendon Snider (Cove) and Avery Grundy 
(East side).  Dylan won an underwater dig-
ital camera, Brendon and Avery both won 
a floating football, and all three (and their 
siblings) got a bunch of candy for their 
efforts.  All three of the winners did a lot of 
walking to find all the signs (and all three 
found at least one sign that I missed).  
Nice work guys, thanks for playing!

Ladies Style Show and Luncheon
 Mark your calendars for the Birch 
Lake Ladies’ Style Show and Luncheon on 
Friday, August 26. Lunch will begin at 11 
at the Wood Fire Trattoria in Dowagiac. 
Six lovely Birch Lake ladies will be model-
ing fashions from the Marshall Shoppe. 
There are three lunch  options. Tickets are 
$32, and include main dish, salad, dessert, 
non-alcoholic drink, tax, and tip. Tickets 
can be purchased from Ronni Eshleman, 
317-418-9557, Denny Weesner 650-862-
4711, or Jeannie Welch 574-286-2890. 
They will also be available online on the 
Birch Lake Yacht Club website. This event 
sold out last year, so get your tickets early!

To Birch Lake Customers,
 We’re going in a new direction!
 Beginning immediately, O’Donnell’s 
Docks will be a Sales and Service business 
only. We will no longer offer seasonal 

removal or installations of docks and lifts.
 This was a very difficult decision, but 
I have come to the realization that it is 
impossible to find and retain reliable 
employees to complete seasonal work in a 
timely fashion.
 After 30 successful years of building 
this business, I have decided to concen-
trate on spending more time with my wife 
and children.
 Please note: We are NOT closing. We 
are simply changing the way we are doing 
business.
 We have asked Jacob of Dock Bros. to 
take over our Birch Lake customers. Jacob 
has the knowledge and equipment to do 
the job properly. His contact number is 
269-718-2125. Please call or text him to set 
up your Fall removal.
 Thank you to all of our wonderful cus-
tomers. We will be here for repairs and 
sales. Please don’t hesitate to call. 
~Shawn O’Donnell, O’Donnell’s Dock’s 

The Printed Birch Barker
 The Birch Barker is delivered to 
homes on Birch Lake available each week 
http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/
BirchBarker.htm.
 To submit items for publication, email 
sailorphil@philvitale.com or onlinebarker@
gmail.com, or mail (or deposit items) at 
63174 Birch Rd. (East side), Vandalia, MI 
49095. 
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
WWhheetthheerr iitt''ss aa ffoorrmmaall ddiinnnneerr oorr ssiimmppllyy hhaannggiinngg oouutt wwiitthh

ffrriieennddss,, wwee mmaakkee iitt oouurr mmiissssiioonn ttoo pprroovviiddee oouurr ccuussttoommeerrss wwiitthh
aa ggrreeaatt ddiinniinngg eexxppeerriieennccee aatt aann aaffffoorrddaabbllee pprriiccee.. 

SSttoopp iinn aannyyttiimmee,, oorr ggiivvee uuss aa ccaallll ttoo mmaakkee rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss..

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservationsConveniently located close to Birch Lake!

Open for Lunch and Dinner
Located on the beautiful St. Joseph River

10188 US 12, Mottville



269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!

 To contact the editor, email to online-
barker@gmail.com or to sailorphil@philvi-
tale.com, phone 269-476-1680 (no texts 
since I don’t use a cell phone).
 Contact Phil Vitale for information. 
Deadline for any week is noon on Tuesday 
prior to the weekend of publication.  

Yacht Club building use
 To make arrangements to use the 
BLYC building, contact Sandy Vitale at 
269-476-1680 or 269-858-8184.ww

— Birch Lake Notes —

 From left  Earl, Tom, and Jack Troeger 
in a blast from the past ... thanks to Mr. 

Bob (King, north side) for the pic.
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The Birch Lake Water Quality 
Committee started the Pur-
ple Loosestrife Management 
Program in 2000. The Program 

has been very effective. In 2000 we had 
10 sites located on all shores of the lake, 
some of which were very dense. We con-
tinue to monitor for Purple Loosestrife 
each year and remove the plants that we 
find. The Plants bloom from late June / 
early July until about the end of 
August. In early September they begin 
to drop their dried seeds. Hopefully all 
blooming plants have been removed by 
this time to prevent future growth next 
season.
 If you see, or suspect you see the 
plant, please call Bruce Wagner, our Wa-
ter Quality committee Purple Loosestrife 
Specialist (Cottage 269-476-2090 or Cell 
574-286-7183) or any member of the Wa-
ter Quality Committee to have it checked 
out. 
 This year Purple Loosestrife was 
removed or is in the process of being 
removed from two sites on Birch Lake. 
Typically, we find Loosestrife each year 
in three or four locations and the volume 
of plants at each site has diminished.

What is it?
 Purple Loosestrife is a plant that 
was accidentally introduced to the 
United States and distributed as an 

ornamental. It is most easily identified 
during the flowering season. This spiked-
shaped purple pinkish flower can be seen 
above the water level in ditches, streams, 
rivers, lakes and other moist shallow wa-
ter sites. This plant is an upright hardy 
perennial four to eight feet tall and most 
often found in groups. 

Effects:
 Purple Loosestrife invades marshes, 
ditches and lake shores quickly replacing 
native wetland plants. These plants form 
dense stands that wildlife cannot use for 
food or cover.

Spread:
 Purple Loosestrife will grow from 
the roots of an established plant, how-
ever the plants spread mainly by seed. 
Having up to 300,000 per stalk, these 
tiny seeds can live in the soil and water 
for many years and can be transported 
great distances by humans, animals and 
water.

Management (Eradication)
 Once the plant becomes easily 
evident (in mid-July) but before it goes 
to seed (in early September), Special-
ist Wagner will slowly tour the lake in 
his pontoon boat and with binoculars 
searching for purple loosestrife, usually 
about four times per season. You will 

recognize his pontoon boat by the Purple 
Loosestrife banner hanging on the side. 
If seen, he will later return from shore 
in waders and pull each plant (by its 
roots), bag and properly dispose of it and 
the Water Quality Committee will be 
notified of the plant’s location.
 If you are interested in helping, 
please give Bruce a call. The more the 
merrier!
To see what it looks like just enter 
Purple Loosestrife Michigan in your 
browser. 

— Water Quality Report —
Purple Loosestrife on Birch Lake



Serving you forServing you for
over 30 years!over 30 years!

An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

2056 Plaza Drive
Benton Harbor, MI 49022

269-926-2191

Birch Lake SaiLing
BLYC Season Standings to date

Date ..........................................14-Aug .......... 14-Aug.......... 14-Aug ............... Total  ...................... Point .................. Races .........................%
Race .............................................21 .................. 22.................. 23 ..................Points ....................Average ..............Finished ............ Finished
MC Scow/Sailor ................................................................................................ MC Races .............20
Scott Troeger  #1489 ....................1 .................... 1 .................... 1 ...................23842 ...................... 1589 ......................15 .....................65.2%
Barb Cassady #2506 ...................5 .................... 6 .................... 6 ...................27441 ...................... 1444 ......................18 .....................78.3%
Bob King  #1199 ........................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS ................12852 ...................... 1428 .......................9 ......................39.1%
Phil Vitale  #500 ............................4 .................... 5 .................... 3 ...................24043 ...................... 1414 ......................17 .....................73.9%
Bill Luecht  #1579 .........................3 .................... 3 .................... 5 ...................29679 ...................... 1413 ......................21 .....................91.3%
Pat Welch #1979 ..........................2 .................... 2 .................... 2 ...................27890 ...................... 1395 ......................20 .....................87.0%
Pat McGann #1735 ...................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS ................22210 ...................... 1306 ......................16 .....................69.6%
Amber Grundy ..............................7 .................... 4 .................... 7 ...................21248 ...................... 1250 ......................17 .....................73.9%
Sandy Vitale ..................................6 .................... 7 .................... 4 ...................16482 .......................1177 ......................14 .....................60.9%
Steve Frew....................................8 ................. DNS ................. 8 ....................8454 ....................... 1057 .......................8 ......................34.8%

Sunfish/Sailor ................................................................................................ Sunfish races ..........20
Gail Turlock ................................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS .................3200 ....................... 1600 .......................2 ........................8.7%
Bob King ....................................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS .................4721 ....................... 1574 .......................3 ......................13.0%
Pat McGann ...............................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS .................3121 ....................... 1561 .......................2 ........................8.7%
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ......1 .................... 1 .................... 1 ...................35475 ...................... 1542 ......................23 ...................100.0%
Pete Soldato ..............................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS .................5934 ....................... 1484 .......................4 ......................17.4%
Stewart Spratt ...............................2 .................... 2 .................... 2 ...................20702 ...................... 1479 ......................14 .....................60.9%
Scott Sortal ................................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS .................7230 ....................... 1446 .......................5 ......................21.7%
Amy Troeger ..............................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS .................5565 ....................... 1391 .......................4 ......................17.4%
Steve Frew.................................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS ................11061 ...................... 1383 .......................8 ......................34.8%
Bob Niezgodski ............................3 .................... 3 .................... 3 ...................30381 ...................... 1381 ......................22 .....................95.7%
Herb Cleveland ..........................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS ................15736 .......................1311 ......................12 .....................52.2%
Camille Butler ...............................4 .................... 4 .................... 4 ...................26667 ...................... 1270 ......................19 .....................82.6%
Cole McGann Bell .....................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS .................2458 ....................... 1229 .......................2 ........................8.7%
Chris Scofiled.............................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS .................2381 ........................1191 .......................2 ........................8.7%
Jeff Walls ....................................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS .................9471 ........................1184 .......................8 ......................34.8%
Tammy Walls .............................DNS .............. DNS .............. DNS .................1089 ....................... 1089 .......................1 ........................4.3%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.; DNF (Did Not Finish) DSQ 
(Disqualified) scores as last place (if 5 boats started the race, you will be scored as 5th place). DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of 
races needed; CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.) Season Place = total season points/number of 
races attempted; Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat.



FLeet captain’S corner

The BLYC Sailors had a full and 
busy week of great sailing--es-
pecially Commodore Barb 
Cassady, who sailed for us 7 

days in a row!

FINAL WEEK OF THE BLYC-CAMP 
TANNADOONAH 2022 JUNIOR 
SAILING PROGRAM:
 This past week was the last of the 
Camp’s 2022 season.  Commodore Barb 
closed out the Junior Sailing Program for 
this year out by teaching sailing Monday 
through Friday.  On Friday night at 
9:00 p.m., many boats gathered near the 
camp to watch and listen as the campers 
carrying lights sang the beautiful Camp 
Tannadoonah song as they descended 
the stairs in single file and gathered on 
the waterfront. It was a moving conclu-
sion to a wonderful camp season.  The 
Junior Sailing Program will be back in 
action at Camp Tannadoonah again next 
year, and we are already looking forward 
to it!

DON HARMON KIDZ REGATTA:
 On Saturday, Bob and Leslie King 
welcomed sailors and kids to their beau-
tiful home on the North Side for Bob’s 
revival of the Kids Regatta, which he has 
renamed the Don Harmon Kidz Regatta. 
 Bob shared his recollections of 
the history of the event with me as 
follows:  When Bob was Fleet Captain 
for Commodore Scott Troeger back in 
the late 1990’s, they invented the Kids 
Regatta.  After several years, their good 
friend Don Harmon (West shore, RIP) 
offered to host, and did so for a number 
of years.  Don was a BLYC MC sailor of 
great repute, and taught sailing at Camp 
Tannadoonah for many years. Another 
good friend and an excellent Sunfish sail-
or, Mike Lutz (North shore, RIP), later 
took over the event.  Bob recalls Don as 
a sweet gentle mountain of a man, who 
began racing his MC on Birch Lake early 
in its adoption as the replacement to the 

Snipe fleet. And though a very tall man, 
Bob thinks Don also raced Sunfish when 
wintering in Florida.  Don’s widow Lind 
and their daughter Barb Rondot were 
both at the Kidz Regatta, and provided 
sugar cookies shaped like sailboats, with 
blue icing.  It was a special treat for me 
to hear some of Lind’s recollections about 
Don. 
 Saturday’s restart of the event 
was a great success!  There was a good 
turnout of kids and sailors, fun games on 
the lawn, delicious hot dogs garnished 
with fresh veggies from the Smitley’s 
bountiful garden, and pink lemonade. 
Bob gave an instruction session for the 
young passengers.  Then onto the BLYC 
sailboats, captained by Bob King, Tom 
Caplis, Barb Cassady, Bill Luecht, Bob 

Niezgodski, Scott Troeger, and me, and 
out into the lake, where Bad Patty’s 
Committee Boat and crew of Deb Hall 
and friend Laurie started us on two fun 
races on a course set by Tom Cassady.  
My MC carried a nice young man named 
Nolan, age 8, along with my son Jack, 
my granddaughter Aria, age 4, and me.  
Nolan had some sailing experience, and 
was very enthusiastic and helpful on 
board! 
 Many thanks to Tom Caplis (North 
Shore), who took all of the photos in this 
article, and is the father of Abby and 
Connor, who participated in the event.  
And congratulations and thank you, Bob 
and Leslie, for restarting and hosting 
this great event!  It’s a very promising 
sign for the future of sailing on Birch 
Lake!

SUNDAY’S SAILBOAT RACES:
 Sunday brought gray skies, gray wa-
ter, cool temps, but a nice 8 mph breeze.  
We sailed three races!  
 In the MC fleet, Scott Troeger won 
all three; Pat Welch came in second in all 
three; Bill Luecht got two third places, 
and Phil Vitale one. 
 For the Sunfish, Rick Russwurm 
went 1-1-1, Stewart Spratt 2-2-2, and 
Bob Niezgodski 3-3-3.  Makes for easy 
reporting!

~F.C. Steve

Left: Jasper skippers the boat while 
Vivian and Emma await their turn.
Above: With no wind, Barb, Kai, Crue, 
and Max have to paddle the boat.

Barb instructs Kai, Crue, and Max on how to rig a boat



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Saturday last served 
up all the necessary 
ingredients for the Don 

Harmon Kidz Regatta restart: 
kids, sailors and (Goldilocks) 
wind.  Four MCs / two Sun-
fish had kidz on board sailing 
a lovely reach-reach course 
x 2.
 Many thanks to: Patty, 
Deb and Lauri on the RC 
boat, Tom Cassady for setting 
the course, Lind Harman and 
Barb Rondot for the kewl sail-
boat cookies and ... the sailors 
who took kids out sailing 
(some for the first time).
 It’s my belief we don’t 
do enough with/for the Kidz 
of Birch.  Just a modicum of 
effort, get them together, and 
they buy-in, have history at 
the lake (instead of pining for 
town friends).  Let’s do it, the 

Regatta, and more, next year!
 Shall we?  I hope we 
shall.

~Bob, MC1199

Left: Kayson Patrick 
Ball, grandson of 
John and Jennifer 
Ball (east side).

Right: Miss Lorin 
Snider (cove) mod-

els her princess 
mermaid outfit that 

she received as a 
birthday gift last 

week.

Left: Bad Patty Luecht (east side) and 
soon-to-be Commodore Deb hall (cove) 
trying to stay warm on last Sunday’s Com-
mittee Boat.



Birch Lake items of interest
The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.298
2.1 days after last quarter

Sunrise: 06:54:37 AM
Sunset: 20:36:06 PM

Moonrise: 00:41:30 AM
Moonset: 16:25:20 PM
Daylight: 13 Hr 41 Min 28 Sec

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Birch Barker 
Kids of the Week

Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the Week?   
Want your dog to be a Dog of the Week?  Want your 

lawnmower to be the Lawnmower of the Week?  
Mail your photo (with a SASE if you want it back) to 
Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; 

or put them in a ziplock in the mailbox at 63174 
Birch Rd. (on the east side), or email me at  

Sailorphil@PhilVitale.com

Dave and Terry Carroll (west side) 
welcomed grandkids from Glenwood 
Springs CO and Chicago. Ethan 
learned to slalom ski, Abby skied on 
two, Ellie and Kate spent the week 
at day camp, Reese came to visit 
her cousins to swim and all the kids 
loved to tube…next year we hope 
to get Mia on the EZ ski. Wonderful 
memories were made this week

Recently Visiting Birch Lake are grandsons of Harold 
and Donna Cranmer. (west side) Jared, fiancé Kelsey, 

and Ellen and Chad who are here from Oregon



Birch Barker Funnies



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

NOW HIRING FULL AND PART TIME POSITIONS 

BALSAMIC GRILLED ZUCCHINI

A simple grilled zucchini reci-
pe with a touch of balsamic 
vinegar, garlic, and Italian 
seasoning.

Ingredient:
•  2 zucchinis, quartered lengthwise 
•  2 teaspoons olive oil
•  1 teaspoon Italian seasoning
•  ½ teaspoon garlic powder
•  1 pinch salt
•  2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar

Directions:
•  Step 1 - Preheat an outdoor grill 
for medium-low heat and lightly oil the 
grate.
•  Step 2 - Brush zucchini with olive 
oil. Sprinkle Italian seasoning, garlic 
powder, and salt over zucchini.
•  Step 3 - Cook on the preheated 
grill until beginning to brown, 3 to 4 
minutes per side. Brush balsamic vine-
gar over zucchini and continue cooking 
1 minute more. Serve immediately.



We’ve wrapped up Camp Tanna-
doonah 2022, and what a year 
it was! We finished the sum-

mer with a total of 1208 campers, a new 
season record. Last year we had 1111 at 
the end of the summer, so that’s an 8.7% 
increase over our previous highest total. 
 We averaged 134 campers per week 
overall, including both day and overnight 
campers. Our Day Camp program was at 
99.66 percent capacity for the summer – 
we had 289 out of 290 spots for the sum-
mer filled! Our overnight program was 
94 percent full for boys and 93 percent 
full for girls over the course of the sum-
mer. It was certainly a busy summer!
 Now that  staff have gone home 
(most of them, at least), we have a rental 
group here for the week. They bring all of 
their own staff and run nearly all of their 
own programs. It’s a church group from 
Livonia, Michigan, from The Basilica 
of Saint Mary, an Antiochan Orthodox 
Church. They call their week at Camp 
Tannadoonah the “village up north.” 
 This is the fourth time they’ve 
been here, but the first time since 2019 
because of COVID. This year they only 
brought about 45 campers and have 
nearly 30 counselors and staff! The staff 
arrived Sunday afternoon to get every-
thing ready, and their campers arrived 
on Monday around 1 pm. 

 You may have heard them from the 
lake when they arrived – the kids and 
staff were VERY excited! They were 
cheering and yelling and clapping, and 
one of the staff was introducing people 
over the loudspeaker. The kids had been 
on a bus for about three hours, so they 
were really energetic! Once they unload-
ed the bus, they had a dance party on 
the front lawn of the Dining Hall for 20 
minutes or so. 
 Over the course of the week, they 
will be doing traditional camp activities 
like crafts and nature and archery, and 
they’re planning to swim and go canoe-
ing and kayaking and fishing. They 
also rented a pontoon boat so they can 
take pontoon cruises in the evening and 
take the kids tubing during the day. On 
Wednesday, Gabby and I will be leading 
a couple hours of teambuilding activities 
for their kids, and Kyle (who was our 
waterfront director this summer) will be 
lifeguarding for them in the afternoons. 
 Next week our after school program 
at Good Shepherd Montessori in South 
Bend starts back up on Monday, and 
the following week we start our before 
and after school program at Sam Adams 
Elementary in Cassopolis. 
 We have rental groups and events 
booked at camp for most of the weekends 
this fall, starting with a wedding the 

weekend of August 27. We have a group 
from Spectrum Health doing a wilder-
ness medicine event out here on August 
30-31, a student retreat with a group 
from Notre Dame, a wedding shower, 
a reunion of ladies from another camp 
(Minnewonka Lodge in Minnesota), our 
2nd Annual Grown Up Camp weekend, 
another wedding, and our Fall Family 
Camp Weekend! The last group finishes 
up the 2nd weekend of October. It will 
sure be a busy fall at camp! 

 ~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Camp Tannadoonah wrapped for the year



FOR SALE:
For Sale:  PUPPIES.  We have a sweet 
and beautiful litter of 6 pups.  They are a mix 
of Border Collie and Australian Shepherd, 
and are 6 weeks old.  Several are spoken for, 
but we still have 3 available.  Feel free to 
stop by just for your ‘puppy fix’.  Call our cot-
tage phone, 269-476-2652, or try my cell 
phone, 312-287-9274..

Generac Portable generator, 
starts hard, runs great, $300 OBO, call Bob 
at 574-299-0705 (leave a message)

Jet Ski lift. PRICE REDUCED - 
PWC cantilever lift, 750lb capacity and 
51”beam. Price $$300. Call 574-220-0407

Weightlifting bench $20. Call 574-

220-0407

FOR RENT:
Birch Cottage 4 Rent: Three bed-
room, one bath with tub and shower, lake-
front house on Birch Lake. 
New granite kitchen new stainless appliances 
with dishwasher, washer and dryer.   Nice 
pier with big platform.  Plenty of parking.  
Beautiful sunsets all year long. Possible ski, 
pontoon, row boat, and sailboats available for 
rent. Sleeps six in beds room for more.  
Contact Pat McGann call/text 574-532-5377.  

Interested in a unique fun vacation? Check 
out our Florida Village house at 
ourhome4rent.com/cjp Call 574-596-2154 for 
more info.

FOUND:
Our grandson 
found this bot-
tle a few weeks ago in 
the lake.  Please text 
616.914.2622 if this is 
yours.

White cushion, looks 
like a boat cushion, washed up on 

west side after the big storms recently. Call 
Ron or Katie (269) 476-9317 to claim.

Found: One Pelican kayak pad-
dle.  Sitting on end of Dugan pier or call 
269-832-5588.

White, wooden footrest for 
Adirondack chair floated up to 
Temples’ (north side) .  Pickup on end of pier.

FREE:
Small children’s rowboat, 8’ 
long, free to a good home. Contact Jon @ 
574 339-6492

WANTED
Wave runner in good running condition. 
2000 or newer. -Kevin 773-304-8042
Former Commodore (John Gableman) needs 
modern design Sunfish rud-
der blade, old, handyman special OK. 
Call Bob 574-299-0705

SERVICES:
I do sewing and mending at fair 
prices - zippers, hemming, small alterations; 
call Kathy at 476-9317

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwwwwaaddvvaannttaaggeepplluummbbiinnggiinncc..nneett

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS



2022 BLYC OFFICERS 
Barb Cassady (E) .............................Commodore
574-229-9815 .......... barbcassady49@gmail.com 
Deb Hall (Cove) ....................Vice Commodore
219-765-8691 .......................bdeh@sbcglobal.net

Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N)
476-2113 ............................ debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......................
708-220-1506 ............. mcsheffieck@gmail.com
Steve Frew, Fleet Captain (E) 708-285-2999

stephenbfrew@gmail.com
BLYC Directors 

Angela Bergan (E) .............................561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .......................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau ......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E) ................................574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E)  .......................................476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E) ...................574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Laura Pence (E) ....................lpence3@gmail.com
Sarah Petty (N) ...................................564-274-9202

sarahkpetty@gmail.com
Claudia Phipps (N) ................................... i476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com 
Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

or onlinebarker@gmail.com
Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680

sv6102@gmail.com
Dan Waxman (E), ....................................317-506-1680

DWaxman@versiti.org
Denny Weesner .................................219-765-8602

dkwees@cs.com 
Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

OTHER ATTENDEES
Paul Fallon (E) .................. Chairman, Water Quality
476-1467 ...........................pauljfallon@gmail.com
Blair Garceau (E) .............Chairman, Homeowners 
476-9862 ................................blairgarceau@gmail.com

blairgarceau@gmail.com

2022 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS2022 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  FIREWORKS FUND

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
TIME’S RUNNING OUT

TO PAY YOUR DUES!
Support the BLYC, support our Lake, support our Community!

 Now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues 

Be AED-ready
Automated External Defibrillators (AED)s can save a life in 
case of an emergency.  There are AEDs at  six Birch Lake 
homes. Simple instructions are on the units (and on the 
next page of this Barker) ... knowing where they are and 

being ready and able to use one might mean the difference 
between life and death. Be AED-ready!

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR
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