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Manning the grill at the annual BLYC Corn & Sausage Roast
left to right: Greg Bolin (W), Steve Plaia (W), Andy Karceski (N), Rick Russwurm (N), Bob
Bender (C), Tom Eslinger (C), Andy Snider (C), Lauren Snider (C), and Jim Limes (C)

2025 BLYC Directors

Officers

Commodore: Julie Dickey (E)
Vice Comm.: Steve Frew (E)
Secretary: Mike Sheffieck (W)
Treasurer: Deb Spratt (N)

Fleet Capt: Bob Niezgodski (W)

Directors

John Ball (E)

Dave Carroll (W)
Barb Cassady (E)
Ed Chester (E)

Tim Cole (H)

Liz Cover (E)
Karen Curtis-Miller (E)
Sue Davis (E)
Ronni Eshleman (S)
Bernie Garceau (E)
Amber Grundy (E)
Deb Hall (C)

Ron Niezgodski (W)
Sarah Petty (N)
Claudia Phipps (N)
Vickie Rogers (C)
Rick Russwurm (N)
Ray Scholes (S)
Scott Troeger (E)
Phil Vitale (E)
Sandy Vitale (E)
Dan Waxman (E)
Sue Williams (S)

Committee Chairs
Water Quality:
Patrick Welch (S)
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Blair Garceau (E)
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The 2025 Birch Barker is

generously sponsored by Culver’s.

See ad on page 2.

COMMODORE’S

COMMENTS

ello everyone! August is off to a great
Hstart! The Corn & Sausage Roast at

the BLYC, proved to be a great, well-
attended event.

Thank you Andy and Lori Snider for
volunteering and organizing this event for the
very first time. They did a fantastic job! There
was such a big group of wonderful volunteers.
Lori and Andy will be providing their own
personal summary. The list of people to thank
will be extensive!

I have noticed that through the years, the
BLYC volunteers really enjoy the camaraderie
of working together. Many volunteers do it over
and over. Their enthusiasm and willingness to
help out really contributes to making the BLYC
a fun place to be. I thank you and I appreciate
all of you!

There was a 50/50 raffle at the Corn &
Sausage Roast to support the Water Quality
Fund. The raffle tickets sold raised $490!
Nina Frurip had the winning ticket. Without
hesitation, Nina donated her winnings back to
the Water Quality Fund. Thank you so much
Nina for your very generous contribution!
Special thanks to all the people who purchased
the raffle tickets.

Phyllis Rasmussen was selling Birch Lake
gear. I was happy to purchase a lovely T-shirt.
I knew that 20% of the proceeds were donated
back to the Water Quality Fund. Our continued
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THIS SATURDAY!
details on p. 2
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BIRCH LAKE CALENDAR

August
9 - Don Harman Kidz Regatta
16 - Yacht Club Board Mtg, 9am
16 - Homeowners Assoc., 10am
(and CPR/AED refresher)
20 - Card Night, 7pm
23 - Fall Dinner, 5:30pm
30 & 31 Labor Day Regatta -
backup day on 9/1

September
20 - Yacht Club Board Mtg, 9am

October
25 - Bad Patty Crockpot
Challenge, 6pm

focus on water quality will help keep Birch
Lake a place of beauty for all of us.

The Kidz Regatta is this weekend on
August 9th. See further details in the Barker.
Fleet Captain Bob will be happy to answer any
questions.

The Fall Dinner is on August 23 at the BLYC.
Tickets are available on the BLYC website. Our
Vice Commodore Steve will be announcing the
new Vice Commodore! Who will get the 2025
Commodore Award? The suspense is mounting!
It will be a fun time!

Any pickball players out there? It is a sport
that I am currently enjoying. It continues to
become more popular with younger and older
players. In the summertime, there are numerous
outdoor courts available. Vandalia has newer
pickleball courts in their town area. I would like
to try them out sometime. I have mostly played
indoors. The indoor environment is more
controlled all year round. I consider it a win if I
walk away without hurting myself!

Nina Frurip contributed an incredible,
detailed Birch Lake History story. Nina’'s
knowledge of the “Lazy Lodge” property
inhabitants through the years, takes us back to
the early 1900s.Wow, what a history lesson! Her
grandchildren are the 5th generation to enjoy
Birch Lake. Thank you Nina for sharing all your
history and your special memories!

We come from many different places, but
we are all in the same boat, we love Birch Lake!

~Commodore Julie

The Barker will consider ads, photos, and editorial content for publication.
Email items to birchbarkerl @gmail.com.

For editorial concerns, contact editor Amber Grundy at birchbarkerl @gmail.com or 574-315-0227.
For delivery concerns, contact Ron Niezgodski at birchbass1@gmail.com or 269-476-9317.
For all other BLYC matters, contact Commodore Julie Dickey at jdjuls@aol.com or 574-220-9132.
DEADLINE for submissions is always NOON on the Tuesday of the week before publication.



UPCOMING EVENTS

Book Club

We have two more meetings this summer:
August 26", The Lion Women of Tehran by
Marjan Kamali at Debbie Soldato's and
September 16", Horse by Geraldine Brooks
at Blair Garceau's. Any questions, or if
you'd like to join in the fun, contact Jackie
Frew: seeitall8@gmail.com or call/text
708-285-2999.
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In Honor of Barbara Green
The Green family will be hosting a
celebration of life open house in honor of
Barbara Green on Sunday, August 31* from
2 to 5pm at their cottage on the south side.
All are welcome to stop in and visit.

—

AHOY MATEYS!
All aboard the Birch Lake Fall Dinner Boating Blast!
Boathouse Party inside the Birch Lake Yacht Club
WHEN: Saturday, August 23, 2025
Cocktails 5:30-6:00, Dinner at 6:00
Chicken, Pizza, Sides, and Cheesecake
COST: $25 for each Birch Lake enthusiast
Come and celebrate whatever boat you float!
And make a big splash in your favorite Birch Lake
and/or water activity attire!
Tickets available online at
birchlakeyachtclub.com, "|:|
or mail a check payable to the BLYC to: .l.l'#‘:' :
Deb Spratt -+
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.,
South Bend, IN 46637
Questions? Email Steve Frew at: stephenbfrew @gmail.com
DEADLINE for reservations: August 17

COME SAIL WITH US!

THIS SATURDAY
August 9"

A

KID

Arrive at 11am at the Caplis home, 14901 Birch North
Shore Drive, on the north side of the lake. Hot dogs and
bratwurst will be served. Then, around noon, the sailors
will pair up with the kids and take them out for a few races
to experience sailing.

The only rules are that everyone must bring and wear
a Personal Flotation Device, every sailboat has a kid on
board, and that the kids have fun. If anyone has questions
or wants to give us a heads up that they’ll be attending the
Kidz Regatta, feel free to contact me at rjniezgodski@gmail.
com, or look me up in the directory and give me a call.

CPR / AED Refresher
On Saturday, August 16 at 10am, Birch Lakers are invited to
join us at the Homeowner's Association Meeting for a refresher
course on how to give CPR and operate the AEDs we have
around the lake. Please note: this is NOT a certification course,
but rather a review of basic skills. We plan for it to last about
one hour.

Ladies Weekly Golf
We usually tee off Monday mornings and follow up with
lunch after the nine-hole “adventure.” We don’t keep track of
scores and welcome all levels of players. The only judgment
and competition is with yourself. If you have questions or
are interested in golf or just lunch, contact Blair Garceau
(269-476-9862).

VISIT YOUR LOCAL CULVER'S RESTAURANT:

Niles, Ml
Sturgis, Ml
Coldwater, Ml

WELCOME /%
DELICIOUS

Three Rivers, Ml
Granger, IN
Mishawaka,

IN
2025 BIRCH BARKER SPONSOR




ODDS AND ENDS

GET YOUR BIRCH LAKE GEAR! New
additions: shorts, sweatpants, and tall
sizes. 20% of sales will be donated to the
Birch Lake Water Quality Fund.

This is our 3rd round of selling Birch Lake
apparel. Previously we raised $500.00 for
the Water Quality Fund, and earlier this
summer we raised $510.00 for BLYC!

www.promoplace.com/birch
Order Deadline: August 18, 2025
Orders will be shipped or distributed
at the lake in September.

Congratulations to Tom Eslinger, the
new owner of MC 656 "Fourth Watch".
Best of luck in the BLYC races, Tom!

~ Steve Frew

One is still the loneliest number as
number 10 has been found, but 7 is still
missing! If the number 7 sign has washed
up on your shore after the July 5% boat
parade, please give me a call. Thanks!
Dan Waxman

W R TS|
2025 Barker advertisers!
Please check them all out T4y

on the BLYC website and Ix::
support our advertisers.
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MOTORCYCLE
RENTALS

SLOW

| DOWN! |

Slow Down Signs
“Slow Down” signs are available for lake
home owners. Contact Blair Garceau
(269-476-9862) if you need a sign for your
yard. Courtesy of the BL Home Owners
Association.

Birch Lake Floating Keychains are
still available for purchase for $5.00
each. 100% of proceeds go to the Water
Quality Fund. Text or call Jennifer Ball
at 574-535-3733 or
Cindy Bernaciak at
773-401-9191 to get
yours.

The Printed Barker
The Birch Barker is delivered to all of the
homes on Birch Lake each week, and is
available online at
birchlakeyachtclub.com
The submission deadline is noon on
Tuesday of the week before publication.
Contibutions can be emailed to
birchbarkerl@gmail.com.
To buy an ad or for more info, contact
Amber at  birchbarkerl@gmail.com
or 574-315-0227. Advertising rates are
posted at
birchlakeyachtclub.com/advertise

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND

Our goal for 2025 is $16,000

Contribute now at

https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com
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Yacht Club Building Use
For information on the rules and
requirements, or to make arrangements
to use the Birch Lake Yacht Club building
for a non-BLYC event, call or text
Sandy Vitale at 269-858-8184, or email
sv6102@gmail.com.

Elkhart

INDIAN MOTORCYCLE

RENTALS




CORN AND SAUSAGE ROAST

CORN AND SAUSAGE 2025 WAS A SUCCESS!

e want to send a huge shout out
to everyone who helped make
the Corn and Sausage Roast a

success this year. Thank you to the many
seasoned volunteers who lent us their
expertise, and to the new volunteers who
were happy to step up and join in the fun!

Thank you to Dave and Terry Carroll
for greeting everyone at the door, keeping
countand taking care of the money. Thank
you to our servers Blaire Garceau, Bruce
Wagner, Amy Koscielski, Vicki Rogers,
Patti Russwurm, Rose Eslinger, Dylan
Snider, Layna Bender, Traci Limes, and
Lauren Snider for filling people’s plates
with a smile. Our fabulous corn shuckers
were Dan Waxman, Karen Brovold, Ron
Niezgodski, Bob Niezgodski, Tim Cole,
VicJones, Pat Williams, and Sue Williams.
Thank you for saving our hands from the
heat of a hot husk!

|

Our Birch Lake grill masters were
Greg Bolin, Andy Karceski, Tom Eslinger,
Jim Limes, Rick Russwurm, Steve Plaia,
Bob Bender, Kenny Petty, and Andy
Snider. Thank you for the excellent job
cooking our entrees. Pulling double
duty were our corn shuckers-turned
dishwashers, Karen Brovold and Dan
Waxman. Thank you! Thank you to all of
the people who stayed to help clean up
including Camille Butler who stayed to
the end and helped lock up.

A special thank you to Bernie and
Blair Garceau and Tom and Vicki Rogers
for your guidance as you pass the annual
Corn and Sausage Roast on to us. A huge
thank you to Bob and Layna Bender
for so graciously agreeing to partner
with Andy and me in the planning and
executing of the Corn and Sausage Roast.
Thank you to the 190 people served who

came out and supported our event. This
year’s Corn and Sausage Roast was a
great success because of everyone’s hard
work and dedication to our amazing
community! ~Lori Snider

Andy and Lori Snider (cove),
Corn and Sausage Roast Chairs



WATER QUALITY REPORT

From the Mailbag...

he 2025 summer season is in full
Tswing at Birch Lake with lots of

activity on the water, underneath,
and at the bottom. Therefore, it's time
to check the Water Quality Committee
Mailbag and hear what the lake (and its
invasives) has to say:

From: Mrs. Purple Loosestrife (West Side)

So, you've tried to uproot my family and
destroy our livelihood?! Wrong. We won't
go away without a fight. Unbeknownst to
you, we've built tunnels and root systems
under rocks and crevasses along the shoreline
that would hide a Titlest in a rabbit hole.
Ever since you put that “Water Quality
Committee” banner on the side of the pontoon
boat that seeks us out, we’re on to you. We see
you coming. You may get a few but you won't
get us all. Wipe us out? Not happening!

Look, Mrs P.,, you and yours may be a
beautiful, flowering purple family, err...
plant, but frankly, you're an ugly problem
on our lake. In fact, we intend to eliminate
you, one root at a time. That boat and its
crew (Cindy and Tom) — might as well
be renamed "The Terminator," because
like Babe Ruth pointing to center field at
Wrigley, "You're Otta Here!"

From: Mr. Eurasian Watermilfoil (East

Side).

Bravo  Water  Quality =~ Committee!
You ve successfully kept me at bay on the east
side but my cousin Vinnie was spotted in the
Cove this year! He's small but give him time.
We're way overdue to take over your entire
shoreline, like we have elsewhere, so save your
money and call it day. Go ahead, uproot us!
We’d love to spread the word!

"DEFENSE! DEFENSE!" Hear that,
Eura? It's how Bob Knight won almost
every game at Assembly Hall. It's been
working on you on the East side, keeping
you in check, and we’ll continue it in
The Cove. In fact, we've already thrown
a chair Cousin Vinnie’s way. Like Dan
Dakich on Michael Jorden in 1984, we’ll
shut him down. "DEFENSE": it's how we
hang banners at Birch.

From: Mr. Harry Hydrilla (Shavehead
Lake).
Hello  from  Shavehead! It's my
understanding that Birch Lake is one of
the finest lakes in the lower peninsula and

Birch Lake Yacht Club
WATER QUALITY FUND

Our goal for 2025 is to have 75%

of homes on the lake contribute.
Contribute now at
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

GOAL

75%

50%

52%

118 out of
225 homes

scan to donate

we’'d like to wvisit! Unfortunately, your
Water Quality Committee has been resolute
in keeping us out, which we find downright
unneighborly. We're huge everywhere. So,
how about a little Hydrilla love? We promise
not to stay long.

Nope. Nada. Never.

From: Mr. Zeke Zebra Mussel (Boat

Launch).

Why are you throwing shade on us?
We're just a small mollusk (kind of cute,
don’t you think, with our striped shells — get
it, a Zebra?). All we do is attach ourselves
to pier posts. Why all the signs at the boat
launch to try and scare us away? So what, we
hitchhike a ride to and from a lake now and
then. What's the big deal?

Zeke, you're a freeloader. You filter
out algae that native plants need for food
leaving only the potentially harmful
blue-green’s. You clog water intakes and
even have sharp edges that cut if stepped
on. Other than that, yea, maybe you're
cute. So are baby geese. We'll continue
to stress washing down visitors’ boats
before and after use, including signs and
notices at the boat launch. But know the
only clams we love are steamed.

That's it from the Mailbag.

|‘ Cooperative Lakes
’ Monitoring Program

1974 . 2024

Phyllis Rasmussen: who contributes
20% of all proceeds from her lake apparel
company to the Water Quality Fund. Go
to www.keepbirchlakebeautiful.com and
order today. Thank you, Phyllis!

John Ball: who coordinated the
Men’s Golf Outing and contributed over
$1,000 from the proceeds to the WQ
Fund. Thank you, John!

Nina Fruip: who donated her 50/50
raffle winnings to the WQ Fund at the
Corn and Sausage Roast. Well played
Nina!

The "Raffle Queens”, Jennifer Ball and
Cindy Bernaciak, who are on the Water

Quality Committee and coordinate
the 50/50 raffles and other fundraising
activities. Together, they raised almost $500
at the Corn and Sausage Roast. Thank you,
Jen and Cindy!

These generous folks have gone
above and beyond to help the cause.
Have you? Donate today at

store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

Online booking

Saturday 8-4

Closed every other Monday
& Saturday

PET GROOMING

269-845-0074

15809 M60,
Vandalia, Ml 49095

BarbsBublls

barkandbubbles.groomore.com

o
Open Monday-Friday 7:30-4 °

AYWALKER

RESTAURANT

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
Open for Lunch and Dinner
Located on the beautiful St. Joseph River
10188 US 12, Mottville
for reservations or carry-out, call

269-483-2305




FLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER

A Wonderful Day of Sailing

The winds of August have started, and we were happy to host the 4th weekend
of races for the season. We had to delay the races until noon, but it turned out
to be a great day for sailing. It was a fun, but challenging wind, lots of gusts,
wind shifts, and holes where there was no wind at all. This made for exciting races;
e.g., many position changes during the race. The wind was quite squirrelly out there.

It was also great to see six boats sailing in both fleets. More competition is always
enthusiastically welcomed. I hope I don't jinx it, but the wind forecast for next
weekend is looking good so far. In the past, August has seemed to be a good month
for sailing; here's to hoping that stays true. If it does, I encourage you to go out and
sail, whether you join us out on the race course or not.

Don't forget the 2025 Don Harman Kidz Regatta is this Saturday, August 9%,
11:00am at Tom and Megan Caplis' home, 14901 Birch North Shore Drive. No need
to know how to sail, the sailors will take the kids out in their boats to experience a
sailboat race and teach them a little about sailing. Kids who know how to sail are = —=S==u== =
welcome to sail over and race their boats. Adults learning to sail are welcome to join  Kidz Regatta Location: Caplis House on
in, too. There will be a mooring line to hook your sailboat up to if you choose to the North Shore
sail over. The only requirement is that you must bring and wear a personal flotation
device.to sail. Come whether there is wind or not, it’s a great opportunity to make sunday is SAILING DAY!
new friends.

If anyone has questions or wants to give us a heads up that they’ll be attending, Races start at 11am
feel free to contact me at rjniezgodski@gmail.com, or look me up in the directory and Please steer clear

give me a call. 1
~Fleet Captain Bob Niezgodski of the course!

- — = e

BIRCH LAKE SAILING SCORES

MC Scow Standings

3-Aug 3-Aug 3-Aug Total % Races Average Season

12 13 14 Points Finished Points Rank

MC Scow / Sailor

Scott Troeger #1489 1 i 1 17442 19 1586 1

Bill Luecht #1579 8 3 k. 16202 79 1473 2

Patrick Welch #1979 2 1 Z 20313 100 1451 3

Amber Grundy #1173 DNS DNS DNS 13004 64 1445 4

Phil Vitale #500 5 4 4 17192 86 1433 5

Bob King #1199 4 6 DNS 2594 14 1297 6

Steve Frew #676 DNS DNS DNS 6413 36 1283 7

Sandy Vitale #2159 6 5 b 1115 64 1241 8 Follow the signs to the Kidz Regatta!

Sunfish Standings Key and Scoring Information
3-Aug 3-Aug 3-Aug Total % Races Average Season DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score,
however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to

9 10 11 Points Finished Points Rank .
qualify for season
Sunfish Sailor DNF (Did Not Finish) or DSQ (Disqualified) scores as
RICOR 1 4 1 17134 100 1558 1 last place (if 5 boats started the race, you will be
St rt Spratt 4 1 3 16196 100 1472 2 scored as 5th place).
SWAILoPI DNE DSQ are not counted toward minimum number
Pete Soldato DNS DNS DNS 4417 24! 1472 3 of races needed
Amy Troeger DNS  DNS  DNS 7155 45 1431 4 ) ) ) _
. . CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their
BobNiesgodsky 2 g 2 2L 100 1578 2 season average place as of that date - counted
Scott Sortal 6 2 5 8228 55 1371 6 toward season total.
Bill Butler DNS DNS DNS 1369 0 1369 7 Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st
=40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
e ifelias gl 3 3 4 0701 36 154] g Season Place = total season points/number of races
Jetf Walls 5 5 6 3817 27 12572 9 attempted

- - SouUrce.
TEINES — 1 Bank

1Istsource.com | Member FDIC

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

PRINTING, MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES

Source.
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®
alpha_graphlcs Insurance products and annuities are not insured bg the FDIC; are not
al

deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve
ELKHART investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly
owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.




CAMP T CORNER

ell, the time has come and our
camp season is over. I cannot
believe it is already the middle

of August and the summer has come to
a close. Many tears were shed at pickup
this Saturday morning, grieving their
departure from their home away from
home. I know, however, that the Camp T
spirit lives on in each of them throughout
the whole year! And camp friends are
never far; as the song Linger says, "this is
goodnight and not goodbye."

This summer, we were able to serve
about 800 individual campers, many
of whom attended multiple sessions
throughout the summer. This gave us a
total of about 1235 camper-weeks. We are
so lucky to have the opportunity to work
with each of these campers, and give
them the chance to make new friends and
find new sparks.

One of my favorite parts of being
the Assistant Director, and being a part
of Camp T for the years that I have, is
seeing the campers grow from year to
year. I have watched campers grow from
Birdyard to Order of the Birch, from Spark
to CIT, even from a first year camper to a
staff member. It is an honor to be a part of
something so special that can impact so
many in such a profound way.

Now that the campers have left, the
staff will remain for an additional day
to prepare our property for rentals and
for the winter. Buildings will receive a
deep-clean and activity supplies will be

CampT
Candlelight Serenade

Friday, August 8 at 9:15pm

Come out on your boats and
gather near the camp dock to see
our campers set their candles in
the water and sing. We will start
proceeding down the waterfront

stairs around 9:15pm.

inventoried and stored. In the office, we
will be washing and sorting through our
lost and found items. If you believe your
camper may have left anything, please
do reach out soon, as most of our lost and
found items are donated after September
1=

In the fall, we have a few rentals
coming up, including corporate retreats,
school field trips, sports retreats, reunions,
social gatherings, and weddings. Mark
your calendars, though, for A Gathering
of Friends: Grown Up Camp! This is
over the weekend of September 26-28.
So please come join us whether you
can stay the whole weekend or just one
night! Grown Up Camp includes many
of your camp favorites like s'mores,
songs, swimming, handcraft, canoeing,
kayaking, evening activity, and fishing.
It also includes some things you may not

CAMP T
ON BIRCH LAKE

www.tannadoonah.org

have experienced at camp, like pontoon
rides, electricity in the cabins, and the
option to sleep at home if you wish. We
would love to see you there!

Thank all of you for anything you
may have done to help us throughout
this season of camp. From volunteering
time and labor, bringing your children
or grandchildren, referring friends and
family, listening to us sing on our lake
serenade, to buying a shirt from the camp
store. Camp T could not be the place it
is without the support of our neighbors.
We are very lucky to be a part of this
community.

See you around the lake!

~Miss Meghan at Camp T

Keepp Birehl Lo Beasiff

Phyllis Rasmussen (west side) has partnered with Birch
Lake Water Quality to sell one of a kind Birch Lake gear, and
20% of all proceeds will be donated directly to the Water
Quality fund. There are three designs (Gull, Fish, and Turtle),
and three garment choices (T-Shirt, Crewneck, and Hoodie).

Scan to order
yours today!

i
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www.keepbirchlakebeautiful.com

Thank you Coy Jankowski for your beautiful art donation!
Thank you to the Birch Lake community for submitting your
wonderful photos which are shared on the ordering site.
Thank you to everyone involved in this project.

Let’s keep our lake clean and beautiful for years to come!
This project helps support keeping our earth clean, our lakes
clean, and ensuring our waterways are safe for children to
swim in! You can make the difference!

Contact Phyllis by phone (574-807-1924) or email
(keepbirchlakebeautiful @gmail.com) with any questions or
to place an order by phone.

.o ldfle stice of biearen

A .
am. Tri-County Bookkeepers & CPAs

2525 Lake Pine Dr, Suite A - St Joseph, MI 49085
An accounting practice serving
southwestern Michigan for over
60 years, specializing in small
business accounting

We offer a free, no-obligation discussion about your
business requirements, competitive pricing, personal account
manager, corporate and personal tax prep, tax planning,
tax representation, full-service payroll, affordable
timekeeping solutions, financial analysis,
and pay-as-you-go Worker’s Comp Insurance.

Tax Planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all!
We can help you plan for your taxes before your
business is even off the ground.

Bookkeeping / Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for you,
or we can teach you how to accurately keep records.

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you.

Federal and State Forms
We'll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need.

Tri-County Bookkeepers and CPAs
2525 Lake Pine Dr., Suite A
Saint Joseph, Ml 49085

269-926-2191




BIRCH LAKE HISTORY: THE CRANMER FAMILY

Editor’s Note: This season in the
Barker, we plan to feature different
properties on the lake each week,
with historical information about
the families who have lived there,
photos, and stories. If you would like
to submit content about your home
at the lake, we will gladly accept
new submissions! Please send to
birchbarkerl@gmail.com

ortha Wagner was born on a farm
D in rural Cass County in 1904.

Her grandparents, Egbert and
Clara Wagner immigrated here from
Germany and settled in Porter Township
in the 1850s. Their farm was near Carter
Lake. Dortha's parents, Albert and Edith
Wagner, also had a farm on the southern
edge of Porter Township, near Indian
and Baldwin Lakes.

aceern,
57350
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The Egbert Wagner Farm on the 1897
plat map of Cass County. Dortha
Cranmer’s grandparents.

Dortha met Joseph Cranmer, who
lived in Elkhart, and while they were
dating in the 1920s they camped and
fished with friends at Doane's Cove on
Birch Lake. Joe bought lots #311 and
#312 on the west side sometime around
1930. They were married in 1931 and
began living together at Birch Lake in a
cottage that Joe built on #312 (where the
Remington's live now). They also had
a small cottage on #311 but it was not
winterized.

Joe worked in Elkhart at the Conn
Instrument factory, where they made and
repaired musical instruments. The family
still has his company-issued Craftsman
wooden toolbox, with its tiny files and
picks for instrument repairs. At the
lake, he also rented out boats to visitors
and fishermen. Dortha served as the
Controller for the City of Elkhart.

Joe and Dortha's only child, Harold,
was born in 1936. As a Birch Lake resident
since his birth in g
1936, Harold is likely |-
the longest-tenured
living lake resident in
2025. The Cranmers
continued living at
the lake full time until
approximately =~ 1942 [
when Harold was
about 6 years old,
at which time they
moved to Elkhart for
him to attend school.

Harold described |
the west side shoreline
as so dense with old- ¥&8
growth trees that you [
could see little of the &
lake from the road. ¥
He also recalls his

View from the west shore. Undated.

Dortha Wagner and Joe Cranmer, July 4,
1924. The cottage is labeled "O-So-EZ.”
The location of the house is unknown.
In another photo, also dated 1924, the
caption reads "Harald’s Cottage.”

mother giving him an empty cloth sack
and sending him to walk to Williamsville
to have it filled with freshly-milled flour.

In 1944, the Cranmers sold #312
(now owned by the Remingtons) to Dr.
Howard Lahr, who also owned #313
(now owned by Karen Brovold). The
Cranmers continued to live in the cottage
at #311 until they tore it down sometime
in the late 50s and built the current house.
When Joe retired from Conn in 1965, they
moved back to the lake full time.

The Cranmer co;tage on #311.
In the background, across the cove, you
can see the old Copp Lodge at Camp.

Harold married Donna Longenecker
in 1955. Their three children, Bob, Julie,
and Steve, loved visiting Birch Lake
over the years. Donna was active in the
Birch Lake Yacht Club, and Harold and
Bob were avid sailors. For many years,
Harold helped set the buoys for the races.

After Joe's death in 1977, Dortha
continued to live at the lake, with her
grandson Bob often staying with her at
the cottage. When Dortha passed away
in 1986, her grandson Steve moved to the
lake house full time. Steve was an active
member of the BLYC, serving as a board
member for many years. He participated
in the annual BLYC triathlons and also

Joe cooking in the front yard in an
undated photo. On the left is "Wee
Wood,” the Partridge | Caenepeel

family’s cottage at W310

Lakeside, 1930s

chaired the kids' triathlon for several
years.

Today the house is shared by Harold,
his son-in-law Steve Plaia, and grandsons
Chad and Jared Plaia. Chad and Jared are
the 4th generation of Cranmers to enjoy
the beauty of Birch Lake.

~Harold Cranmer and Steve Plaia
(West #311) contributed information and
photographs for this column.

Harold satlmg, 2010

14625 Loveridge Street
Marcellus, Ml 49067
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AT BIG FISH LAKE
MARCELLUS, MICHIGAN

TheRockAtBigFishLake.com
269-646-7625

Sunday & Monday, 4-9pm
Thursday through Saturday, 4-10pm
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday



2025 BLYC OFFICERS AND

DIRECTORS

BLYC OFFICERS

Commodore
Julie Dickey (E) ........ccucu.... 574-220-9132
jdjuls@aol.com
Vice Commodore
Steve Frew (E) ....ooeeeeeeverereenenes 708-285-2999
stephenbfrew@gmail.com

Treasurer
Deb Spratt (N)
debspratt@comcast.net
Secretary
Mike Sheffieck (W) ................ 708-220-1506
mcsheffieck@gmail.com
Fleet Captain
Bob Niezgodski (W) ... 574-532-6919
rjniezgodski@gmail.com

BLYC DIRECTORS

JohnBall(E).........cceuruennenee. 574-535-3736
john.ball0452@gmail.com

Dave Carroll(W)................... 574-850-0465
carrolldavid39@gmail.com

Barb Cassady (E) ........c....... 574-229-9815
barbcassady49@gmail.com

Ed Chester (E) .....cceeeveerceuenes 269-476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Tim Cole (H) «.covurrrerrerrennnes 574-607-7235
tim@gemstoness.com

Liz Cover (E) .....ceeueererenecnen. 574-849-1429
bizzycover27@gmail.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E)....... 574-261-6712
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Sue Davis (E) ....ccoererrvennes 574-993-6031
eyesnd76@gmail.com
Ronni Eshleman (S) ........... 317-418-9557

rondaesh@gmail.com

Bernie Garceau (E) ............... 269-476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Amber Grundy (E) .............. 574-315-0227
amber.grundy@gmail.com
birchbarkerl@gmail.com

Deb Hall (O) ....cuouvuvuvucncncncne 219-765-8691
debbershall@gmail.com

Ron Niezgodski (W) ........... 574-532-6710
birchbass1@gmail.com

Sarah Petty (N) ......ccccueueueeee. 574-274-9202
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N) ............. 269-476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com

Vickie Rogers (C) .....cocovueenne 269-476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ............ 269-476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Ray Scholes (S) .....ccccovuuneneee 567-429-9569
rqs72@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......ccucuu.n. 269-476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E) .......cccoueerruneee. 269-476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........cccceenne.. 269-476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Dan Waxman (E) .................. 317-506-1680

dwaxman131@outlook.com

Sue Williams (S) ....ccccceeeeueeee 269-476-8886
smwilliams226@gmail.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Homeowner’s Association
Blair Garceau (E) ............... 269-476-9862
blairgarceau@gmail.com

Water Quality Committee
Patrick Welch (S) ................. 574-536-7344
patrick.welch2017@gmail.com

Thinking about selling your lake home or property?

The Dennis Bamber Group

has sold over 175 waterfront properties in the
past few years valued at over $70,000,000.

Our Exceptional Marketing

for lake property is creative, dynamic,

and brings results.

We Know How to
List, Market, and Sell

{ \ ‘\\\ Katrina

Michelle

THE DENNIS BAMBER GROUP

Here are some things for
you to consider:

* Lake inventory is at an all time low and
prices are higher.

* There are more buyers than sellers.

* Many lake property buyers are cash buyers.

* Interest rates have leveled off and may
come down more.

TN

MICHIGAN
LAKE HOUSE

e

Dennis

LAKE & WATERFRONT SPECIALISTS

Visit our website:

mymichiganlakehouse.com
exclusively to waterfront

Above&Beyond

Cressy&Everett1

701 Spruce St Dowagiac, Ml

Mm]$ 7 [m]
e
Iy o

e

ma! . .

REAL ESTATE

574-532-3808

dennisbamber@cressyeverett.com

*Not intended to solicit any properties already listed for sale with another real estate agent.




BARKER KIDS OF THE WEEK

Want your kid to be a Barker
kid of the week? Send your
photos to
birchbarker1@gmail.com

— > N

Avery Grundy (east shore) and Brendan Snider (cove) double-slaloming behind the Snider’s boat.
They ve mastered spmymg each other, and Avery likes to show off his no-hands move.

Le’s Rule:

Over the years, watching my Dad toil
all summer long, Mom (RIP Le King, north
shore) handed down an edict worth sharing &
(and, in doing so, remind those of you who |
forgot). Thou shalt set aside work-work
from July 4th to after Labor Day. It was
Mom’s belief that if you worked all summer
2 long at the lake, where’s the benefit? Relax.
Enjoy. Note: though we kids applauded
Mom’s Rule, eventually 1 asked for and 8
received a waiver where we could work on
fun stuff (example: sailboats).

Infraction?  The  Caplis  Clan
misunderstands? In what world is it 8
Beautiful early morning thought to be fun work ... to hand mix and &
shot of the heron, taken pour concrete? Nope. We are just going to §
by Adam Ball (east issue a Warning! And the rest of you ... we
shore). The cool morning are all watching! -- Bob King, north shore §&
air created steam across (it’s a stretch for kids of the week - but it’s
the water. just in time for the Kidz Regatta!)

The Cuenepeel brothers from SC don't
| need a $20k bass boat to catch the
big ones in Birch Lake! Dylan and
Jack with their parents are spending
a great week visiting Grandparents
Marc and Lynn at the Caenepeel
cottage on the west side.

MERCURY

SUZUKI
MARINE

Our'Spring season has en?ﬂ it)ut wé reoPen 1n.Septe'mber |
for the fall. Gome out-and®ee us for pumpkms and mums!




Your property. Our priority.
Premium residential property maintenance
and concierge services.

R
WA

N\
\
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Whether you’re a busy homeowner, a frequent traveler, or managing multiple properties,
Cressy Concierge gives you peace of mind. From routine maintenance and to seasonal
preparation, we’re your one-stop solution for worry-free living.

SERVICES INCLUDE:

» Preventative Maintenance and Home Repairs + Smart Home Technology Assistance

» Property Visits While You’re Away and Checks

« HVAC Installation, Maintenance, and Repairs e+ Event Set-up and Tear-Down

» Vendor Coordination and Oversight » Personal Shopping, Concierge, and

» Landscape and Grounds Management Specialized Services

» Seasonal Home Preparation + Have a need we didn’t list? Let’s chat.

Enjoy the lake and leave the details to us.
We've got your home covered.

Call Shannon Marrs, Concierge Manager at
Y 574-227-1040 or for additional questions,
call Rick Doolittle at 574-286-0971

PROPERTY CONCIERGE SERVICES

Email info@cressy.com

Website: www.cressyconcierge.com
A Division of

gy

Check us out on Facebook

5= & X

Check us out on LinkedIn

LoCAL GLOBAL REACH




SUMMER RECIPES: CRI

SPY COCONUT SHRIMP

olden, sweet, and crisp, coconut shrimp is a crowd-
‘ favorite finger food and it always flies off the serving

platter especially if you serve it with spicy sweet dipping
sauce. This shrimp recipe makes the perfect midweek meal or
quick appetizer because the ingredients are simple and there’s
minimal cook time.

Make sure you purchase large, raw, peeled shrimp with tails
attached for this recipe. I recommend tails attached because the
coconut shrimp are easy to prep, coat, and handle as an appetizer
that way. Feel free to remove the tails before starting, if desired.

Panko is better in this recipe than regular breadcrumbs
because it ensures a crunchy texture. Panko breadcrumbs stay
crispier than regular breadcrumbs because they do not absorb as
much grease and liquid during the frying process.

I also recommend you use sweetened shredded coconut. The
sugar on the coconut shreds melts and the coating becomes crisp
and slightly caramelized.

Ingredients

5 cup all-purpose flour

Y5 teaspoon salt

5 teaspoon ground black pepper

2 large eggs, beaten

% cup Panko bread crumbs

1 cup sweetened shredded coconut

1 pound large raw shrimp, peeled and deveined with tails
attached

3-4 tablespoons vegetable oil or coconut oil

Thai Chili sauce for dipping (optional)

Orange, peach, or apricot jam for dipping (optional)

Cilantro for garnish (optional)

Instructions:

1. Start with three medium bowls. Combine flour, salt, and
pepper in one. Beat the eggs in the second bowl. Combine
Panko and coconut in the third bowl.

A

Recipe and photo credit to SallysBakingAddiction.com

Dip the shrimp into the flour, then the eggs, and then dredge
the shrimp into the coconut mixture, pressing gently to
adhere. You want a lot of coconut on each shrimp. Set the
coated shrimp aside on a plate as you coat the remaining
shrimp.

Add enough oil to cover the bottom of a large skillet over
medium heat. Fry the coconut shrimp in batches - maybe 7
- 8 shrimp at a time—do not crowd them in the pan. Flip
after 2 minutes and fry the other side for 2 minutes or until
golden brown. We prefer ours a little darker, so I fry each
side for about 2% to 3 minutes.

Place the finished coconut shrimp on a plate lined with
a paper towel as you fry the rest. Sprinkle with finely
chopped cilantro. Mix dipping sauce ingredients together
and serve with shrimp.

Cover and store leftover shrimp in the refrigerator for up
to 3 days.

I can help!

Choosing the right Medicare
coverage can be confusing.

| can help you find a
Medicare plan that's right
for you and your budget.

Ashly Connaughton

Licensed Insurance Agent

(269) 312-1410

awelch@HealthMarkets.com
HealthMarkets.com/awelch

enrollment. No obligation to enroll. ©2024 HealthMarkets

Need an affordable Medicare
plan that’s in step with your life?

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency, Inc. is licensed as an insurance agency nationwide except in MA. Not all agents are
licensed to sell all products. Service and product availability varies by state. Sales agents may be compensated based on

= health

Mmar

50124a-HM-0824
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LAWN CARE »,.

Mowing
Hedges
Edging
Gutter Cleaning
sSpring, Summer,
and Fall Cleanup
Rock / Muich Installation

BRET TIETSORT
269-080-2738

SN
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>

Laser Hair
Removal Starting
at $50/month

605 E University Dr
Granger, IN 46530
574-521-1355
dermanimedspa.com/granger

MEDSPA

—
‘,b

b .L
t""/

Skin Rejbenatlon =
$69 New Client Special

STEP INTO LUXURY

WAKE
SIDE>

M A R
574-264-2874 WakeSideMarine.com Elkhart. IN

Barge Services
Dock Removal / Install
Dock / Hoist Sales

61272 Dailey Rd
Cassopolis, MI 49031
269-591-9848

primepropertycarellc@yahoo.com




FOR SALE

18ft Four Winns Horizon RS
Tow Boat Package!
Excellent condition tow boat, ready for
summer fun. Ford V8 w/ Volvo Penta
stern drive (410 hrs). Includes lift, trailer,
and cover. East side, 63334 Birch Rd.
Contact Jon Rondot, (260) 740-6244.

Countertop Ice Maker
Whynter Upright Ice Maker Model IMC-
491DC, 2.1 qt. Built In, Compressor
LCD, Digital Display. No Pre-freezing,
Stainless Steel, 4 Touch Control - Off/On,
Select, Timer, Clean.

Reviews for this unit can be found on
Amazon. Also a video of operation can
be found on YouTube. $75.00 or best offer.
Call (269) 476-2383 - The Rogers

24’ Pontoon Boat
24" Pontoon Boat. Great Condition.
Power Bimini. Includes individual
custom seat covers, Bluetooth radio. 40
HP Motor. $8,000. Contact Gerry Temple,
North Shore at (847) 767-0037.

FREE

Infant/ Child Life Vests and Kids Bikes:
I have a collection of youth size life vests
(mostly 30-50lbs) that my kids have
outgrown. Also have 3 youth size bikes
that need some TLC. One is a 12", and
two are 16". Two are operable as is, the
3rd needs some repairs. If anyone is in
need of the life vests or the bikes, please
call Amber at (574) 315-0227 or email
amber.grundy@gmail.com.

WANTED

BLYC Directories to scan. I have 1961,
1966, 1968, 1971, 1974, 1976, 1978, 1980,
1997, 1999, 2003, 2010, 2012, 2015-2016,
2020, 2022, and 2025. There is a big gap
from 1980-1997. If you have any years I
am missing, please email amber.grundy@
gmail.com. I will scan and return to you!

Photos of Birch Lake Sailors. Looking
for photos of BLYC sailors from the 60s
to create a Wall of Fame at the Yacht Club
around the trophy shelf. Send photos
or questions to Deb Hall a debbershall@
gmail.com.

Classified Ads in the Barker are free
to current BLYC members. The cost
is $5 per week for non members.
Send your ad to
birchbarker1@gmail.com Deadline
is Tuesday noon for the upcoming
weekend’s Barker.

SERVICES

I do sewing and mending at fair prices —
zippers, hemming, small alterations. Call
Kathy at 269-476-9317.

Errands Services. Hi alll My name is
Ruby Sandler, I am 16 years old and
live on the North Shore. I am offering
a service for the summer that includes
picking up to-go order groceries from
Martin's (or any other store that may offer
that around this area), and bringing them
back to your home. I will also be available
to run errands such as taking things to
Goodwill, watering plants when you are
out of town, walking/checking on pets,
etc. I will be available 4 days a week:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday
from 9am - 4pm, excluding the week of
July 26™ - August 3. I will be available
until middle of August. If anyone is
interested, feel free to contact me at 574-
261-0121.

LOST

LOST: Black seat cover from our boat on
the North Shore. Please contact or return
to Roger Falk at (269) 217-9291.

g McGann Hay

o

FUNERALS | CREMATIONS | GATHERINGS
SINCE 1842

11923 M-60
Jones, Michigan

el
Salon & Spa  269.244.5510

www.satorisalonandspa.com
email: satorisalonspa@gmail.com

=
Granger Chapel
Large Rooms | Children’s Room
Spacious Cafe / Lounge
A SR
574-232-1411

www.mcgannhay.com

n tcgannhay.
WA BT
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Cassopolis | South Bend | Elkhart
269.445.1818

Pat McGann, Former Birch Lake Resident

Offering our Guests...

All hair services with natural products
Massages / Facials

Hydrafacial MD Treatment

Eyelash lift & tint / Brow lamination
Pedicures / Manicures

Waxing / Sugaring

Hair Extensions

Spa Treatments

Experience the Organic Difference!

Estate Planning
Business Counsel
Elder Law

Litigation

thklaw.com



EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR

(AED) locations on Birch Lake

There are six (6) automated external defribrillator AED Locations
units (AEDs) on Birch Lake. The boxes that contain
these devices are located at the following locations:

1. West Shore: Sheffieck Home
62875 Birch Lakeview Drive

2. North Shore: Smitley Home
14859 Birch Northshore Drive

3. East Shore: Vitale Home
63174 Birch Road

4. Southeast Shore: Troeger Home
63696 Birch Road

5. South Shore: Crawford Home
15046 Birch Lakeshore Drive

6. Southwest Shore: DeYoung Home
63255 Storey Hill Street

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property and
accessible by vehicle or on foot.

IN AN EMERGENCY

1. CALL 911 and report the emergency and the
patient’s location

2. Pull the box open, remove the orange-colored
unit, take it to the patient, and open the device by
pressing the white lever at the bottom.

AED 3. An automated voice will guide you through the

setup and use of the defibrillator. Follow directions

\ = as they are given.
M 4. Continue to follow the instructions, and stay with

the patient until emergency personnel arrive.

t@‘)a_ S “‘
-
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This message is brought to you by the Birch Lake Homeowners Association.

O’Donnell’s Docks 1.1.Cc

A one stop shop for all your waterfront needs

SPRING SPECIALS
33% off 4’x10’ in-stock HD

anodized aluminum dock sections
Retail $891 - SALE PRICE $596

20% off in-stock boat lifts

NEVER UNDERSOLD!

We have replacement boat lift covers
We clean lift covers and repair most major lift brands

Serving you for OVER 30 YEARS!
for onling quote, go to  m—)  [a] 3 =]

www,. odonnellsdocks.com 1=

[=] 5” Water Wells
12097 M-60
Jones, MI Repair and Service
269-244-1446 Most Water Pumps

info@odonnellsdocks.com

Authorized Dealer for:  4=v/erAluminum M-60 E, Cassopolis

——PRODUCTS INC.—

RAFTLANDER m

CC e Office: 269-445-3246
"leTT 42POLYDOCK Cell: 269-580-3246

RODUCTS




PAUL’S PROPERTY REHAB
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On site shrink wrapping

=

* Landscape Maintenance * Window Washing S U N S ET S I_I R I N I(
* Tree & Shrub Pruning * Patio & Retaining Wall
* Leaf & Weed Removal Repair
¢ Gutter, Roof, & Siding ¢ General Exterior
Cleaning Maintenance

CALL or TEXT 269-303-3893 574-536-8330

Lake References Available

Last one of the summer!
Friday, August 22: Whistle Pigs

The COA’s Summer Concert Series is back by
popular demand. Join us at the COA Lowe Center’s | i
Pavilion for some great music and an opportunity to |
purchase food from our food truck vendors. Bring a
chair or blanket enjoy three FREE outdoor concerts!

Food is available from 5:30-7:30pm
Concerts begin at 7:00pm

Dive into lake season with
Birch Lake gear today!

Dow Avalectile!

Spynoffs.store / (574) 213-4122

INFINITY

HOME SERVICES ..c

* homewatch °* propertychecks * maintenance °
°* repairs °* small projects °
* short-term vacation rental maintenance services °
269-259-1127 | jim@infinitymichiana.com

infinitymichiana.com




BARKER FUNNIES

WHAT THE.. 7!
ALL THESE EGGS ARE
HARD BOILED AGAIN !

HOW IS THAT EVEN
5 Poss|BLE 7!

"PanG By B

At Tillie's age every moment is precious...which
is why she swapped out her stock scooter seat
for a more time-efficient one.

—

£ =4
wife gt
%, becausewithout her;e:'

!
I don’tlkhow when to‘, < 7
m
brake,'wheﬁito*go, ors ™
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ZIMMYVILLE, MI
69608 Sunset Blvd | Zimmyville (Union) Michigan
269-641-5317

zimmystavern.com

Carryout available

Tuesday through Sunday: Regular hours 11am to midnight
Saturday and Sunday Breakfast, 9am to noon

Closed Mondays

S, e o
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EARC, ARE You STILL
WEARING THOSE OLD
WORN OUT suwezs_g

\\

“My PAP CANT TURN WATER INTO WINE... BUT
HE CAN TURN STEAK INTO SHOE | EATHER .77

THEY MAN BE OLP
AND WORN oUT, BUT
| LOVE THEM, %0 |
STICK WITH THEM, N

MATTER HOW OLD
AND sHAgBY THEY

GET. THATS JusT
ﬂe WAY | AM.

|

-

A

N

PIER LOGIC MARINA
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© 2009 Brian Crane, disT. by Andrews MeMee| Syndicatian

" PID HE JusT
CALL ME OLP
AND SHABBY?

269-528-6001

Smoothest, strongest rollers on the market!
Rollers are adjustable to best match the user’s hull
Accommodates any PWC brand (up to 4 seats)
Attaches to any dock style




D&M
CANVAS

0: 269.244.8020 | C: 269.506.3276

PROTECT YOUR PORCH WITH

Sunbrella roll curtains
outdoor furniture covers
boat covers
o1 pontoon covers

12291 BIDELMAN RD. | THREE RIVERS, Ml 49093

EXCELLENCE IN HOME MAINTENANCE

YOUR ONE CALL SOLUTION TO MEET YOUR HOME’S YEARLY
MAINTENANCE, SAFETY, AND COMFORT NEEDS.

Tired of doing home maintenance, no time to do it, or just
lacking the skills to do it?
Let our certified crews do it all for you.

To schedule a home visit and discuss your options,
call Jim at 574-381-0410, or email
Jjim@bastionhomemaintenance.com

Want to know more about our services? Please visit our website
at BastionHomeMaintenance.com

Jim Gills

Director of Sales

574-381-0410
jim@bastionhomemaintenance.com




BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB DUES

Support the BLYC and the entire Birch Lake Community by becoming a member!
The Birch Lake Yacht Club (BLYC) is a 501(c)(7) non profit organization

What your BLYC dues and donations support:

Monitoring water quality, which helps keep Birch Lake clean, and improves our
ability to respond swiftly to treat and eradicate invasive species.

Maintaining the Automated External Defribillators (AEDs) around the lake.
Producing and distributing the printed Birch Barker every week in the summer
(and online every month in the off season).

Publication of a biennial Directory.

Fundraising for, planning and carrying out the 4th of July Fireworks show.
Providing a forum and means for handling lake-wide concerns with local
govermental issues.

Helping to fund and host a variety of community-building activities.

v»"“

BLYC dues are NOT used to purchase alcohol for events. All events sponsored by the Yacht Club are organized by

=2

volunteers. In 2024, the BLYC Board of Directors voted to make all events revenue-neutral and to not spend any Yacht

Club funds on alcoholic beverages.

r— - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - — — — — — "
$ BLYC member dues ($50 per year) Make checks payable to:

| $ Associate member dues ($10 per year) (non lake residents) |

' . pery BLYC

| 3 Water Quality donations and mail to: Deb Spratt, Treasurer |
3 Fireworks fund 18100 Farmington Hills Dr

| $ Homeowners Association ($10 per year) South Bend, IN 46637
$ Sailing Fees ($15 per year)

l $ Other Donations (please specify: ) or pay online at l

store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

| ' |
$ TOTAL CONTRIBUTION

| |
Name

| Lake Address l

13815 US Hwy 12
Union, MI 49130

T ‘ r\:}t —— ﬂt.
aYeuwr Local Flonist
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SHOP

The bait shop is

o W v i ;r\: E “4  located behind
l I~ A 8 E Village Floral.
| w 2 - f£ ’ Pl 2
. semuch meney 'Y L&
{2 e ( (/3
A 269.445.2393 Rl (@A \ .
Vs 'www.villageﬂoraIcassopolls.com ! \ -
150 South Broadway St. Cassopolis Ml 49031 '
o ue MR P x -
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APOLLOMARINE . net

APOLLO South sid
We rent MARINE of Gravel Lake

Pontoon Boats! 15355 96t Avenue

Lawton, Ml 49065

We service all ﬂv. 269-423-6011

area lakes! 1-888-996-BOAT

SALES * SERVICE * STORAGE

LAKE LIFE 5

R E AL TY

Get a FREE market analysis!
Contact Paul Delano:

269-445-8877

paul@thelakelife.com

NOW IS A GREAT TIME
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!

CALL PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 paul@thelakelife.com




