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The 2026 Birch Barker is
generously sponsored by Culver’s.
See ad on page 3

COMMODORE'’S

COMMENTS

hosting a fun Kidz Regatta last weekend;
Bob and Leslie King for welcoming
guests; and Jeff and Denise Smitley for the use
of their pier. Please see the photos in this issue.

The big day of celebration has arrived!
Sailboats will be racing, boaters enjoying, Grand
Marshalls marshalling, boaters parading, and
Port-a-Pitters chowing down, all capped off
by amagnificent fireworks show. And Sunday,
the Pancake Breakfast. A big advance THANK
YOU to all of our many generous donors; to
Keith and Julia Remington and Culver's for
their generous matching fund; and to Fireworks
Chair Bernie Garceau for his many hours of
hard work. Grab a seat on water or land, and
enjoy the show, everyone!

What if our Founding Fathers could see
our country today? They would be amazed at
the transformation wrought by the freedom
to innovate and produce things. They would
delight in seeing throngs of World Cup tourists
flocking here from many nations, and finding
America far better than they had been led to
believe - before coming here to see it themselves.
They would love seeing Birch Lake!

Our Founding Fathers would be humbled
and gratified to know what their faith, courage
and sacrifices have achieved. And they would

Thank you, Tom and Megan Caplis for

2026

BIRCH LAKE CALENDAR

July

3 - Port-a-Pit Pick Up

4 - Boat Parade, 3pm

4 - Fireworks

4 -5 - Fourth of July Regatta

5 - Pancake Breakfast, 8:30-11am
15 - Card / Game Night, 6:30pm
24 - Ladies Golf Outing

August

1 - BLYC Board Meeting

1 - Homeowner's Assoc., 10am

1 - Corn and Sausage Roast

19 - Card / Game Night, 6:30pm
22 - BLYC Board Meeting, 9am
22 - Fall Dinner

26 - Women's Style Show

September

5-6 - Labor Day Regatta

9 - Card/ Game Night, 6:30pm

12 - Sailing Awards

19 - BLYC Board Meeting, 9am

26 -Bad Patty Crockpot Challenge

want to tell us why our country still exists, and
what we need to do to keep it going. How do
we know that? On September 17, 1787, the final
day of the Constitutional Convention, Benjamin
Franklin was asked: "Well, Doctor, what have
we got - a republic or a monarchy?" Franklin
replied,"A republic, if you can keep it."

Why  did  Franklin
express doubt? The answer
is found in his speech to the
Constitutional Convention
on June 28, 1787, when
Franklin  implored  the
Convention to begin each
session with a prayer:

"In the beginning of
the Contest with G. Britain,
when we were sensible of
danger we had daily prayer
in this room for the divine
protection. Our prayers, Sir,
were heard, and they were
graciously answered. All of
us who were engaged in the struggle must have
observed frequentinstances of a Superintending
providence in our favor.... "I therefore beg leave
to move, that henceforth prayers imploring the
assistance of Heaven, and its blessings on our
deliberations, be held in this Assembly every
morning before we proceed to business, and
that one or more of the Clergy of the City be
requested to officiate in that service."

Franklin's motion failed, but it had a
sobering effect. Two years later, when the First

Benjamin
Franklin, 1706—
1790 By Joseph
Siffred Duplessis

(1725-1802),
National Portrait

Gallery

The Barker will consider ads, photos, and editorial content for publication.
Email items to birchbarkerl @gmail.com.
For editorial concerns, contact editor Amber Holleman at birchbarkerl @gmail.com or 574-315-0227.
For delivery concerns, contact Ron Niezgodski at birchbass1@gmail.com or 269-476-9317.
For all other BLYC matters, contact Comm. Steve Frew at stephenbfrew@gmail.com or 239-315-1177.
NEW DEADLINE for submissions is 11AM on the MONDAY of the week before publication.



EVENTS

U.S. Congress convened in 1789, the Senate and the House both
adopted Franklin's idea, hired chaplains, and began opening
each daily session with a prayer - a practice that still continues
today.

What would the Founding Fathers say about why our
country still exists? Because despite our lapses, we are still
praying for America. What advice would they give for the
future? Don't stop praying for America.

~Commodore Steve Frew

Fireworks Update
We are in the home stretch with just a few days before the 4%
of July Celebration and I see that our fundraising efforts are
running a little behind at 72% of our goal. We are asking those
residents that intend to enjoy the Fireworks Show Saturday
night, and have not yet made a Fireworks donation to please
step up and help us reach our targeted goal by making your
Fireworks donation. In addition to our online, drop off, or mail
in methods for making donations, we will have a table set up -
manned by a dedicated Birch Laker - at both the Nelson's Porta-
Pit Chicken pick-up location on Friday and on the front porch at
the Pancake Breakfast on Sunday morning to provide convenient
locations for you to make your donations. Please help us reach
our fundraising goal and enjoy the Annual Fireworks Display
on Saturday evening as we celebrate our Nation's 250" Birthday.
Thanks to all that have already stepped up and a "happy and
enjoyable 4" of July Celebration to all."
~Bernie G.

Boat Parade
The July 4" Boat Parade is this Saturday at 3pm! All participants
please bring your boat to Dan Waxman’s pier at 2:45pm to
register, get your number and line up behind the Grand Marshal
for alap around the lake. This year’s theme: FAVORITE TEAM!

For those of you not entering a boat, you can participate by land
with decorating your pier, dock or just suit up the family and
friends in your favorite team’s gear to cheer on the boat parade.
You will be in the competing for BEST TEAM SPIRIT!

We look forward to everyone on the lake to participate and
enjoy this event.

And now, introducing our July 4%, 2026 Grand Marshals
............................. John and Jennifer Ball (see page 4)

Ladies Golf Outing
This year’s Ladies Golf outing is planned for Friday, July 24th.
If you are interested in attending, please notify either Blair
Garceau or Carol McCoy by text as soon as possible. If you have
a group already formed, let us know. More information will
come once we know how many players will be attending. You
can text Blair at 574-261-9817 or Carol at 708-738-3962.

Ladies Weekly Golf
This year we tee off on Thursday mornings and follow up with
lunch after the nine-hole “adventure.” We don’t keep track of
scores and welcome all levels of players. The only judgment
and competition is with yourself. If you have questions or
are interested in golf or just lunch, contact Blair Garceau
(269-476-9862).

Book Club
Our next book will be The Magnificent Lives
of Marjorie Post, by Allison Pataki. Our
meeting will be on July 21. Any questions,
or if you'd like to join in the fun, contact

Jackie Frew: seeitall8@gmail.com or call/text |
708-285-2999.

ANNUAL CAMP T
PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Sunday, July 5, 8:30-11am

The cost is $6 for ages 13 and older, $4 for youth ages 4-12,
and free for ages 0-3. We will have pancakes (including
a gluten-free option), sausage links, coffee, orange juice,
milk, and fruit cocktail.

Miss Carmen will also have the Camp Trading Post open,
so you can get all the new Camp T apparel on Sunday
morning. This year's hoodies feature a topographical map
of Birch Lake!

Last year we served 375 people - let's see if we can get to
400 this year!

We can always use helpers at the breakfast, too. If you're
interested in volunteering for a shift, please email me at
amber@tannadoonah.org.

Homeowner's Association Annual Meeting
The Birch Lake Homeowner's Association will have its annual
meeting on Saturday, August 1* following the BLYC’s monthly
meeting. Our guest speaker will be Elizabeth Hall from the west
side. Elizabeth has been working on making sure our interests
are protected as data center developers look at our county for
possible locations. Please join us as we hear about her work and
what we can do to protect against a data center in our back yard.

CELEBRATION OF
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= A fe well lived.
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A legacy that lives on.
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BIRCH LAKE NEWS

Happy Anniversary!

Incoming Guests

In the beginning our Barkers were often
about incoming guests. The Kings (north
shore) eagerly anticipate the arrival of
Calvin, Liz, and our Grandlings, from
Minnesota. Hopefully Aunt Suzy will
be able to join us. By the 4% Chuck
and Karen Horn (Carmel), Ric and Lisa
Dwenger (Muncie) roll in. We have no
idea whether Cal's buds will number
two, twenty, or?

Charlene Sheetz

Charlene Sheetz passed away in
Jonesborough, Tennessee on June 25,
2026. Charlene was a long-time resident
of Birch Lake who lived on the south
side of the lake near the turnaround.
Charlene's funeral service will be held
at Family First Funeral and Cremation
Services, 52780 Michigan-40, Marcellus,
MI on July 2, 2026 at 11am EST. The burial
and interment are private.

Dan Reynolds
The Barker has been notified of the
passing of Dan Reynolds, long-time
resident of the south shore and past
commodore of the BLYC. A celebration of
life will be held at a later date. No further
information is available at this time.

Yacht Club Building Use
For information on the rules and
requirements, or to make arrangements
to use the Birch Lake Yacht Club building
for a non-BLYC event, call or text
Sandy Vitale at 269-858-8184, or email
sv6102@gmail.com.

A A SV |
Happy 45" Wedding Anniversary
to Buzz and Linda Rasmussen! They
purchased their home in 1982 on
Memorial Day weekend. They have
maintained their full time birch lake
membership, ever since then. Buzz'
Birthday is On July 5% and Linda's
is on July 20" Reason to celebrate all
month long! Please wish them a happy
anniversary and birthday or honk when
you're cruising on by in the boat.

Love, Phyllis & Ciara Rasmussen

Mom's Rule

Though a sweet little lady, Le King (north
shore) could get her German up over a
few things. One evolved into an edict, a
Maxim. Get your work work done before
the 4% of July then play until Labor
Day. Her thought was if you worked all
summer long, well, we may as well stay
in town? So, from this Saturday through
the great weather just do fun work (or
fun oriented work). Try it ~Bob King

Our goal for 2026 is $26,000
Contribute now at
https:/ftinyurl.com/BLYCfireworks
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scan to donate

THANK YOU to all
of our 2026 Barker
advertisers! Please check
them all out on the BLYC
website and support our
advertisers. The Birch
Barker is delivered free to all Birch Lake
residents because the advertising revenue
covers all of the printing costs, website
hosting, and our new membership
platform. Publication and distribution is
all managed by volunteers.

_WELCOME %

DELICIOUS

VISIT YOUR LOCAL CULVER'S RESTAURANT:

Niles, MI
Sturgis, Ml
Coldwater, Ml

Three Rivers, Ml
Granger, IN
Mishawaka, IN

2026 BIRCH BARKER SPONSOR




BOAT PARADE GRAND MARSHALS

Ball are this year's boat parade Grand Marshals. John
started his life as an infant on Birch at the cottage of
his grandparents, Vernon and Genevieve Ball. Vernon and
Genevieve began the Ball family lake life on Birch in 1948.
John Sr. and Marty Ball and their 4 children (Cindy, John,
Julie, and Steve) began spending the entire summer on Birch
in 1962. John Sr. and Marty packed up the kids at the end of
the school year and moved to the lake, returning to Elkhart
when school was about to start. Marty and the kids went
to town one day a week for groceries and laundry, while
John Sr. would commute to work in Elkhart every day. After
dinner walks around the lake were the norm for the lake
teenagers. Kids then went to the yacht club for dances and
hanging with friends. Many of John's teenage friends are
now living on Birch either full time or for the summers. The
original cottage is gone, but Tom, Julie, and Dezi Lacy have
built their home on the same spot near the landing.
Jennifer's first visit to Birch Lake was at the cottage
owned by her parent’s friends, known as Dun Romin —
remodeled but still here today. The majority of Jennifer's
early lake life was spent in northern Michigan on a 1,000 acre
lake called Pickerel, where her grandparents had 12 cottages
they rented out in the summer months. The cottages were
not accessible in the winter months. Jennifer's two older
brothers spent their summers on Pickerel working for her
grandparents.

John and Jennifer were introduced by Jennifer's mom
Doris, when she went to buy a new car from John. Secretly,
Doris hoped that if Jennifer met a "nice" boy she would come
home from college more often. Well......mom always knows
best and within a year they were married. Doris got the new
car and Jennifer got the dealer!

After seven years of marriage, summers on Birch, and
lots of traveling, they decided to start a family. Christopher
(Chris) was born in 1985, Adam in 1986, and Alex in 1990.
This generation of Ball boys has also spent (with a few
exceptions) all their summers on Birch Lake. Early on,
John, Jennifer, and the boys began renting different cottages
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Celebrating America's 250" birthday, John and Jennifer

around the lake for the month of July, determined to find
a place of their own. They rented one cottage with a hand
pump still in the kitchen sink! (Steffen's home today) Not
the best way to bathe babies!

When John and Jennifer bought the lot from the Witchie
family where their home is today, there was tent camping
and bathing in the lake, with bathroom privileges and
dinners at John Sr. and Marty Ball's cottage.

John and Jennifer built their current home on Birch in
1994. It was designed by a fraternity brother of John's. It
was finished inside with the bare minimums — just enough
to pass local inspections. Summers were spent camping,
swimming, skiing, tubing, boating, and sailing. Hanging out,
riding bikes to Tom's for penny candy, lemonade stands for
garage sale days were shared with other lake kids, Troegers,
Fergusons, Curtis, Lacys, Carpenters, and Boukamps. Soon
the boys' friends from Bristol and Middlebury joined the
boys for summer shenanigans. These friends visit often now
with their babies and for the traditional Birch Lake Baptism.
John and Jennifer never really learned how a huge round
bale of hay ended up in the lake at the public landing. A
few summers, John would stay at their home in Bristol while
Jennifer would stay at the lake, being very mindful that 3
teenage boys can get into all kinds of trouble (and did).
Christopher was once asked by a neighbor why the boys
wanted to spend time at Birch Lake, Chris responded that
"in the beginning we really didn’t have a choice," and they
really did not!

John and Jennifer always planned to move to Birch
permanently. They wanted their boys to finish school in
Middlebury before making the move, and in 2014 they
decided to sell their Bristol home and move to Birch Lake.
The remodeling to their home began with lots of changes like
new kitchen cabinets instead of recycled ones - which now
reside in another cottage on the lake. They both currently
love retirement including Sunday dinners at the lake with
their three boys, daughter-in-law Briana, and 5" generation
grandchildren Kayson and Saylor.

CONSTRUCTION & CONTRACTING
LLC ni®

Ycey s
! at
€Mce s Quarity *crafts™

Custom projects with high attention to detail
Remodeling + Additions ¢ Kitchens

New construction ¢ Decks

Darrell Martin (269)718-2995

856 —

ZIMMYVILLE, MI

69608 Sunset Blvd | Zimmyville (Union) Michigan
269-641-5317

zimmystavern.com

Carryout available

Tuesday through Sunday: Regular hours 11am to midnight
Saturday and Sunday Breakfast, 9am to noon

Closed Mondays




WATER QUALITY REPORT:

ENVIRONMENTALLY RESPONSIBLE BOAT OPERATION

you will have to forgive me for not remembering my first

4™ T was only two months old. I have a long memory,
but it fails me on that one. I have never missed a 4th at the lake
and no, I won't divulge how many years it has been. Spending
the holiday and summer at the lake was simply something our
family did, no matter how young the children or where we
lived. From Kansas, to Africa, New York, and now Virginia, we
travel like lemmings to the lake each summer.

In the past, I have written about the realities of the impact
of wake boats on the shoreline and shallow bottom areas,
advocating for responsible operation backed up by scientific
studies. This year I am expanding the scope to include other
boating and lake activities, as virtually every action we take in
and around Birch Lake does have some level of consequence.
We all want to enjoy the lake, now and in the future, and we
all have a vested interest in the property values that come from
being on a beautiful, “All Sports” lake.

First, let me mention the pending legislation Michigan
Senate Bill 812, which will place operating parameters on wake
boats statewide. If passed, this bill will require 500 feet from
shore and 20 feet of depth for a wake boat operating with ballast
tanks full. As a wake boat owner, I fully support this legislation.
As mentioned in my previous article, we can operate in 40 feet
of water or more 100% of our surf time on Birch. I encourage all
wake boats on the lake to please do the same...it isn’t difficult,
and not only does it show due respect to the lake itself, it also
shows respect to our community.

Now on to other activities that can and do impact the
lake. Anything that causes disruption to the lake bottom can
cause the nutrient rich sediment to suspend in the water, which
encourages the growth of algae and reduces clarity, and moves
us away from Birch’s natural oligotrophic state and pushes us
toward a mesotrophic state. This happens naturally through
several events...wind, rain, fish creating beds, as well as
though unnatural events, like walking or swimming in the lake,
putting in a dock, launching a boat, or operating a boat, just to
name a few. We really can’t avoid all of these, nor should we
want to, in my opinion. But it is in our best interest to minimize
our impact.

Just a couple of weeks ago, right from my bedroom window,
I saw a group of swimmers a few hundred feet away from my
house. They were swimming at the end of a dock, and on this
windy and sunny day, you could see the plume of sediment
drifting away from them for at least a couple hundred feet.
Prior to my participation with the Water Quality Committee,
I would never have given this situation a second thought. And
even now, I am all in favor of folks swimming and enjoying the
lake. For me, it was simply a reminder of how such a simple
activity can have a visually identifiable impact. That mud cloud
from swimming has surely happened thousands of times on
Birch. Should we stop swimming? Heck no. But we should be
mindful of what we are doing and try to minimize impact. Is
it better to swim out in the middle? Probably. Can we do that
every time? Absolutely not. Just be mindful of your impact.

I have also noticed wave runners taking off at high speed
from shallow areas not even past the end of the nearest dock.
A wave runner won’t disrupt the bottom at depths the way a
wake boat will, but according to sources readily available on
Google, it will disrupt the bottom in 6-10 feet of water during

THE SIX COMMANDMENTS
OF BIRCH LAKE WATER QUALITY

The 4™ of July at Birch Lake is always memorable although

I. Thou shalt prevent the spread of Aquatic
Invasive Species (AIS).

II. Thou shalt minimize surface runoff.

III. Thou shalt minimize the effects of waves.

IV. Thou shalt protect and expand Natural
Shorelines.

V. Thou shalt not allow phosphorus, nutrients,
and other undesirable chemical elements to
enter our lake.

VI. Thou shalt remain informed and active about
other Water Quality issues.

its initial acceleration. So, by simply following the state’s
operational guidelines for a personal watercraft, being clear of
docks by 100 feet before accelerating, the rider would also be
reducing impact on the lake bottom.

The past few years, all lakes have seen an increase in high
horsepower pontoons. These behave very similarly to other
“speed boats” that don’t have ballast tanks like wake boats.
During initial take off from idle, both high HP pontoons and
speed boats can impact the bottom at depths exceeding 15 feet,
and when cruising on plane, can impact 6 to 10 feet of water.
Those numbers are not a problem for most of Birch Lake, but
we do have some areas of shallows that can be impacted. I
have seen this frequently from my home. If you see a mud trail
behind you, please know that this is the nutrient rich sediment
that we want to stay on the bottom of the lake!

All these situations occur on Birch on a regular basis, and
when it comes down to it, they all have similar solutions. The
common theme is that all these activities are less harmful in
deeper water. Simply follow the states boating safety guidelines
and you will have already done a decent job of minimizing
impact. If you go a step further and recognize the shallow
areas of the lake that extend furthest from shore, and minimize
activities over these areas, then you really have done your part.

~ Zack Nickell, Water Quality Committee

Birch Lake Yacht Club
WATER QUALITY FUND

Our goal for 2026 is to have 75%

of homes on the lake contribute.
Contribute now at
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

GOAL

75%

50% f———

81 out of
225 homes

36%

scan to donate
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KEEP YOUR VEHICLE O’Donnell’s Docks 1.1.¢c
@@MMUM@ %@M@g iy CRAFTLANDER HYDRAULIC LIFTS
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MORE SPRING SPECIALS

BRAKES & SUSPENSION 25% off 4’x10’ in-stock HD anodized aluminum dock sections

ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS & REPAIR retall $931.00 SALE 25% off now just $698.00 per section
For online quote, go t0 = [5]7}[5]

A/C SERVICE : Y
www.odonnellsdocks.com g
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i@ DON'T LET THE WORRY OF BUYING/SELLING WEIGH YOU DOWN @@f}
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MEET MY TEAM

G

* YOUR GOALS
% MY PRIORITY
* THE JOURNEY
* OUR SUCCESS Hanna Clayton

269-588-0523

&
Kally Hoelcher
R ‘ MLS ‘ & 269-240-8824
dJessica, Pompey
Realtor® COLDWELL BANKER
269-228-1980 REAL ESTATE

jesspompey@yahoo.com 2049 Lakeshore Dr, St. Joseph, Ml 269-983-0011




STATE OF THE LAKE

It must not be in the Commodore’s
Notebook (an enormous 3-ring binder)
to issue an annual appraisal. I will do
my best. We are blessed to have an ever
diligent BLYC Water Quality Committee,
looking after our basin. Many don’t see
the exceptional clarity through the week,
often beginning as soon as Monday, as
Turbidity settles out.
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Spoftéd Frog
Anecdotal

evidence of health
abounds. Many see frogs and toads
without grasping amphibians of their
ilk are "canaries in the coal mine" due to
nature of their skin, place in food chain,
etc. They reflect healthy conditions. Or
not. This probably triggers additional
snakes and others which eat hoppy.
Long ago, the Birch bottom was
chock full of indigenous freshwater
clams (or mussels). These bivalve critters
help balance aquatic ecosystems. During
the zebra mussel invasion most were
wiped out (one invasive bivalve killing
off another). Wading in the shallows

Clam Shell

lately I have seen just one clam (location
withheld, a national security secret).

I have heard it said whatever you put
in Birch takes twelve (12) years to exit our
lake due to large volume and slow turn-
over. It should be said, some [
surprising chemistry readings
might be from things beyond
our control (ex: from unusual
but natural changes in spring
flow). Some data, abnormal.

How many gallons of water
are held in Birch at controlling
depth? A: it's a lot. I write
today to remind everyone we
are on the same team. Be good
Stewards of Birch. Not long ago
I saw the enormous Koi some
genius set loose here. Those
decorative Carp can live a very
long time. Be gentle with the

Blue Lady.
~Bob King (North shore)
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AT BIG FISH LAKE

TheRockAtBigFishLake.com
269-646-7625

14625 Loveridge Street
Marcellus, Ml 49067

Source.
1 Bank

1Istsource.com | Member FDIC

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

Source.
insurance

Insurance products and annuities are not insured

deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source

investment risk, |nc|ud|ng loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly
owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

MARCELLUS, MICHIGAN

Sunday & Monday, 4-9pm
Thursday through Saturday, 4-10pm
Closed Tuesday & Wednesday
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BEAUTIFUL

Birch Lake

ORIGINAL DESIGN
Hand prmted with care

BIG & LUXURIOUS \
White: 35" x 68"

SUPPORT OUR LAKE
Proceeds help keep
7 Birch Lake beautiful

OR CALL TO PLACE YOUR ORDER
WITH PHYLLIS RASMUSSEN




BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB DUES

Support the BLYC and the entire Birch Lake Community by becoming a member!
The Birch Lake Yacht Club (BLYC) is a 501(c)(7) non profit organization

What your BLYC dues and donations support: H

*  Monitoring water quality, which helps keep Birch Lake clean, and improves our ability Qc L%
to respond swiftly to treat and eradicate invasive species.

e Maintaining the Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs) around the lake.

¢ Producing and distributing the printed Birch Barker every week in the summer (and
online every month in the off season).

e Publication of a biennial Directory.

e Fundraising for, planning, and carrying out the 4th of July Fireworks show.

¢ Providing a forum and means for handling lake-wide concerns with local governmental

issue.& ) . a1 ‘e vOH.r c»

e Helping to fund and host a variety of community-building activities.

BLYC dues are NOT used to purchase alcohol for events. All events sponsored by the Yacht Club are organized by volunteers.
In 2024, the BLYC Board of Directors voted to make all events revenue-neutral and to not spend any Yacht Club funds on
alcoholic beverages.
[=];
n
— called Joinlt — allows us to take online membership payments, collect donations, and take payments i
for events like the Spring or Fall Dinner. Joinlt also gives us an online directory that is only accessible to

NEW in 2026!
current BLYC members. It's entirely up to you what information you want to put into the directory tobe =*®
shared with other BLYC members.

We are excited to introduce a new membership platform this year for BLYC memberships! This platform

When you get to the Joinlt page, make sure to click the blue “JOIN” button under the membership E
type you're interested in. Don't click log in at the top right of the page, because you won't be in the Scan here to go to
system if you haven’tjoined yet. Join It

You can also make donations to the BLYC online. We are using a platform for donations called Zeffy that allows nonprofits
to accept payments with no fees, but they automatically select a donation to Zeffy on the checkout screen. If you choose to
pay online with the QR code, you can avoid paying any credit card fees by choosing "other'" from the dropdown menu and
entering $0 in the box.

You can also mail in a paper form:

—_—_—— — — —_- — — —_ — —_ — — — — — — — - — — o
Membershlp Fees Make checks payable to:

| $  BLYC member dues ($50 per year) BLYC I

| $ ____ Associate member dues ($15 per year) (non lake residents) and mail to: Deb Spratt, Treasurer I

H(?1I11e0w11ers Association ($10 per year) 18100 Farmington Hills Dr

| $ Sailing Fees ($15 per year) South Bend, IN 46637
$ _ Water Quality donations
Donations or pay online at |

| $ Conetal Thind https:/ /app. ]ouut wm/o/blyc/ I
$ ___AEDFund

l $ Barker Donations I

| $ Building Fund I
$ ____ Fireworks Fund h

| $ __ Safety Fund I
$ Water Quality / Milfoil Program Name

l $ Other Donations (please specify: ) Lake Address l

| Phone |
$ TOTAL CONTRIBUTION Email

L — — — — — — — M M M M M M e e e = = d

INEINITY

HOME SERVICES ..c

° homewatch °* propertychecks °* maintenance °
* repairs °* small projects °
* short-term vacation rental maintenance services d
269-259-1127 | jim@infinitymichiana.com

infinitymichiana.com




BLYC 66™ ANNUAL MEN’S GOLF OUTING

FOUR MAN FLORIDA SCRAMBLE
Friday, July 31, 2026

Shotgun Start at NOON

Meadow Valley Country Club
57600 SR 13
Middlebury, IN 46530

Dinner and awards to follow
Cocktail hour at 5pm
Dinner and Awards at 6pm

REGISTRATION INCLUDES:
Four Man Scramble
Team Prizes* & Contests
Cocktail Hour & Dinner

Questions? Contact John Ball (john.ball0452@gmail.com or 574-535-3736)

+
Donations of door & team prizes are needed. If you have access to golf- or lake-related merchandise that could be
donated, please contact John.

ALL ENTRIES DUE BY JULY 24

r—— —— — — — — — — — — — — — — = — — — — g
I

2026 BLYC Men’s Golf Outing Foursome Registration
$75 per man*

I Please PRINT names:

I
I
I : |
ITeam Captain: Player 3: |

| Player 2: Player 4: |
| Questions? Contact John Ball (john.ball0452@gmail.com or 574-535-3736) |
Please make checks payable to BLYC and mail to:

John Ball *Individual registrations available. If you don’t I
| 63690 Birch Rd have a team, contact John and he can match you |
’ up!

Vandalia, Ml 49095

LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE

1 R\" TREE & SHRUB PRUNING ]AYWA L K E R

LEAF & WEED REMOVAL RESTAURANT

X: gﬂ;gné&%?ﬁ,ﬁi Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!

Open for Lunch and Dinner
; Located on the beautiful St. Joseph River
' PATIO & RETAINING ;
WALL REPAIRS 10188 US 12, Mottville
for reservations or carry-out, call

Stz
@ CALL OR TEXT FOR INFORMATION 2 69-483-2 3 05
269'303'3893 $5 off your purchase of $25 or more

LAKE REFERENCES ARE AVAILABLE —~—x—= with this ad!

\‘.'. WINDOW WASHING

Reliable. Professional. Great Results.




2026 BLYC OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

BLYC OFFICERS

Commodore
Steve Frew (E) ....ccoeeeeeeeeererenenes 708-285-2999
stephenbfrew@gmail.com

Vice Commodore
Ron Niezgodski (W) ........... 574-532-6710
birchbass1@gmail.com

Treasurer
Deb Spratt (N)
debspratt@comecast.net

Secretary
Mike Sheffieck (W) ................ 708-220-1506

mcsheffieck@gmail.com
Fleet Captain
Bob Niezgodski (W) ... 574-532-6919

rjniezgodski@gmail.com

BLYC DIRECTORS

JohnBall(E)...........cccuuenee.ee. 574-535-3736
john.ball0452@gmail.com

Dave Carroll(W)................... 574-850-0465
carrolldavid39@gmail.com

Barb Cassady (E) ................. 574-229-9815
barbcassady49@gmail.com

Ed Chester (E) .....cccceveevueruennen 269-476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Tim Cole (H) «..covureenrenrennnee. 574-607-7235
tim@gemstoness.com

STV
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Liz Cover (E) ....cccoeevvrereennne. 574-849-1429
bizzycover27@gmail.com

Sue Davis (E) ..ccocvererreerennne 574-993-6031
eyesnd76@gmail.com

Julie Dickey (E) .....cccoeruunnnee 574-220-9132

jdjuls@aol.com
Past Commodore

Ronni Eshleman (S) ........... 317-418-9557
rondaesh@gmail.com

Bernie Garceau (E) ............... 269-476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Blair Garceau (E) ............... 269-476-9862
blairgarceau@gmail.com
Homeowner’s Association Chair

Deb Hall (CO) ........cuueuneeeee. 219-765-8691
debbershall@gmail.com
Amber Holleman (E)........... 574-315-0227

amber.grundy@gmail.com
birchbarkerl@gmail.com

Vickie Rogers (C) ................. 269-476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ............ 269-476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Ray Scholes (S) ......ccceueueene 567-429-9569
rqs72@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) ........c.cucuuu. 269-476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E) .....cccceerrrrnnens 269-476-1680
onlinebarker@gmail.com

Sandy Vitale (E) .................... 269-476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Dan Waxman (E) .........cuu.. 317-506-1680

dwaxman131@outlook.com

Patrick Welch (S) ................. 574-536-7344
patrick.welch2017@gmail.com
Water Quality Committee Chair

Sue Williams (S) .......cccovueene 269-476-8886
smwilliams226@gmail.com

APOLLOMARINE.net

We rent

Pontoon Boats!

We service all

area lakes!

APOLLO
MARINE

NS sromer

South side
of Gravel Lake

15355 96" Avenue
Lawton, Ml 49065

269-423-6011

1-888-996-BOAT




BARKER KIDS OF THE WEEK

Want your kid to be a Barker kid of the
week? Send your photos to
birchbarker1@gmail.com

Neil Troeger was awarded his MBA Scott and Neil Troeger at Neil’s
from the University of Chicago on graduation from the University of
June 6, 2026. Chicago.

Berh Lake pontoon boat captams sportmg their new
uniforms! David Robison (north shore), Craig Fredlake
(south shore), Tom Kuhn and Rich DeYoung (west shore),
Gus Eshleman and Randy Welch (south shore). Not
pictured: Ben Wozniak, Dan Waxman, and Al Cover (east
shore) and Patrick Welch (south shore).

Julie and Mike Sheffieck’s granddaughters Iris, Gwendolyn, and Alanna had

a great day sailing at the Kidz Regatta. Their dad, David Sheffieck, helped  Those are a 4-year Abby Caplis compilation. The Galleria
Skipper Barb Cassady land the boat. is open all summer. Not for sale.

The truth about
your home’s value.

Our Pin Point Price Analysis uses hyper-local data
to position your home for top offers.
Scan for your free, personalized analysis.

Paul DelLano

BROKER / OWNER o~~~
269.445.8877 LA RKEEA L |T-Y| FE
thelakelife.com

s ‘“u\w ’ |
‘ mem . N “ #1 Plumber

- INsuRED . | THANK You
!Aﬂll'"""‘r | FOR VOTING

9687-7192 | US THE
= BEST OF
\ THE BEST! )

687-7192  www.advantageplumbing.net



FLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER

Kidz Regatta

What a wonderful few days of sailing. Last Saturday, the Caplis family hosted the Kidz Regatta, and this past Sunday, the
second weekend of races for the season was held. The wind was great both days, at 7-9 mph. The Kidz regatta had eight kids sail
two races with our sailors, and the kids had a lot of fun. Mike Sheffieck reached out afterwards about how his 3 granddaughters
from Chicago, quote “Love Sailing!" Here, here to the Caplis’s, the Sailors, and everyone involved in hosting this event. It is a great
annual event that allows the kids and grandkids of the lake to experience new things they may not otherwise have the opportunity
to try out. It’s also an opportunity to meet one another and potentially forge lifelong friendships and memories. This is always a
fun event, and we are looking forward to next year's Kidz Regatta.

Sunday Races

Sunday was a great day as well. Only two MCs made it out in time to start the first race. Since it takes three sailboats to host

an official race, for fun, we had a head-to-head sail off between Barb Cassady w/ granddaughter Gigi and Scott Troeger. Drum roll
please, .... Scott won. Go beat him next time, Barb! All in good fun! After this inaugural event, two more MCs joined, and we were
able to host two official MC races. As for the Sunfish, we got all three races in. It turned out to be a very competitive day with all
five sailors staying pretty packed together, overtaking one another on the last leg of the race, and a few photo finishes. In the first
race, I was in last place rounding the last buoy, but somehow, I overtook one boat, almost two. It was a photo finish, and Connor
re-passed me to beat me by an inch or two. I did get Connor back, barely, on the next race and beat him by a foot or less. Good
job, Connor, you are really improving! In the last race, it was Stewert and me neck and neck for first and second rounding the last
mark. Then, out of nowhere, we look towards the finish line, and there is Amy Troeger, who had passed us and got first place.
Good racing, Amy! As I said earlier, it turned out to be a wonderful and

fun weekend of sailing. Sundays are SAILING DAYS!

If you or anyone you know is interested in learning to sail, don’t be -
hesitant to reach out. It's a very fun and unique hobby that can teach us Races typlcally start at 11am
all a lot. Many past and present sailors on the lake would be happy to Please steer clear
make arrangements to take someone out sailing, no matter what the age. 1

~ Fleet Captain Bob Niezgodski (rjniezgodski@gmail.com) of the course!

BIRCH LAKE SAILING SCORES

MC Scow Standings

Barb vs Scott

28-Jun 28-Jun Total % Races Average Season
4 5 Points Finished Points Rank Head to Head

MC Scow Sailor Challenge
Scott Troeger #1489 1 1 3200 40.0% 1600.0 1 Scott 1%
Patrick Welch #1979 DNS DNS 4642 60.0% 1547.3 2 Barb 2nd
Barb Cassady #2506 2 2 7611 100.0% 1522.2 8

Bill Luecht #1579 4 3 7147 100.0% 1429.4 4

Phil Vitale #500 3 4 7070 100.0% 1414.0 5

Gigi Cassady (crew for Barb C) DNS DNS 0 0.0% 0.0 6

Sunfish Standings

28-Jun 28-Jun 28-Jun Total % Races Average Season
4 5 6 Points Finished Points Rank

Sunfish Sailor
Stewart Spratt 2 1 2 9442 100.0% 1573.7 1
Pete Soldato DNS DNS DNS 2965 33.3% 1482.5 2
Amy Troeger 5 2 1 4417 50.0% 1472.3 3
Bob Niezgodski 4 3 3 8668 100.0% 1444.7 4
Connor Caplis 3 4 4 8439 100.0% 1406.5 5
Herb Cleveland 1 5 5 4192 50.0% 1397.3 6
Marlee Soldato (crew for Pete S) DNS DNS DNS 0 33.3% 0.0 7
Key and Scoring Information
DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season
DNF (Did Not Finish) or DSQ (Disqualified) scores as last place (if 5 boats started the race, you will be scored as 5th place).
DNE DSQ are not counted toward minimum number of races needed
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted U
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CAMP T CORNER: ACA ACCREDITATION

his week is an important one
There at Camp T, as we welcome

visitors from the American Camp
Association (ACA) for our accreditation
review. Camp T has been an ACA-
accredited camp since the mid-1980s,
and every few years we go through the
process of renewing that accreditation.

While campers are busy sailing,
swimming, playing sports, singing
songs, and creating art projects, our
visitors will be observing camp in action,
reviewing records, inspecting facilities,
and talking with staff. Their goal is to
ensure that we're continuing to meet the
highest standards in camping.

ACA accreditation is the only
nationally = recognized  accreditation
program for camps. To earn accreditation,
camps must demonstrate compliance
with more than 250 standards covering
virtually every aspect of camp operations,
including health care at camp, emergency
preparedness, staff training, waterfront
safety, food service, transportation,
risk management, facility maintenance,
program quality, and much more.

Preparing for an accreditation visit
is a year-round process. We review our
policies, update procedures, train our
staff, and evaluate our programs. During
the accreditation visit, experienced camp
professionals from other ACA-accredited
camps spend the day reviewing our
documentation, touring the property,
observing activities, and verifying that
the standards aren't just written in a
handbook, that they're part of how camp
operates every day.

While accreditation requires a
tremendous amount of work behind
the scenes, the benefits are well worth
the effort. First and foremost, it helps
ensure that camp is as safe as possible
for every camper who comes through
our gates. ACA standards are developed
by experts in youth development,
healthcare, education, recreation, and
risk management. They are regularly
updated to reflect new research and
changing best practices, helping camps
stay current as the needs of young people
continue to evolve.

The accreditation process also
encourages us to continually improve.
Even after more than 100 years of
camping at Birch Lake, we're always
looking for ways to make Camp T even
better. Every accreditation visit gives us
an opportunity to receive feedback from
experienced camp professionals and to
learn from the best practices being used
across the country.

CAMP T
ON BIRCH LAKE

For parents, ACA accreditation
provides reassurance that Camp T has
voluntarily chosen to meet standards
that go well beyond state licensing
requirements. It reflects our commitment
to careful planning, thorough staff
training, and providing a high-quality
experience for every camper who spends
part of their summer with us.

Although our accreditation review
only happens every few years, the work
behind it happens every day. From daily
equipment safety checks and weekly
emergency drills, to staff supervision
and thoughtful program planning, the
standards that ACA evaluates are a part
of our daily lives at camp.

We are proud to have maintained
ACA accreditation for more than four
decades, and we're excited to once again
demonstrate the commitment our staff
makes each day to providing a safe, fun,
and meaningful camp experience.

~Miss Amber

MEDSPA

Skin Rejuvenation:
$69 New Client Special

=

N

Laser Hair
Removal Starting
at $50/month

605 E University Dr
Granger, IN 46530
574-521-1355
dermanimedspa.com/granger

L PIER Q} PEREECTION
YOUR ONE-STOP RESOURCE

FOR ALL YOUR DOCK, PIER & BOAT LIFT NEEDS

>
4

=

SALES

2

DESIGN

ONE-STOP. FULL SERVICE.

Custom dock & pier sales, design, installation,
removal, and repair. We handle it all—so

you can enjoy what matters most.

2 |

REMOVAL

"%

REPAIR

| odia

INSTALLATION

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE.
Fully trained and insured crew. Timely,
responsive, and professional service
you can count on.

BUILT FOR YOU.

From simple to custom, we bring your
vision to life with quality craftsmanship
that stands the test of time.

LET’S BUILD
SOMETHING

33-2222

PIERPERFECTION.COM



BIRCH LAKE AREA HISTORY: WILLIAMSVILLE

oday, when driving through

Williamsville you might not

realize you have passed through
what was once a thriving country
village. Believe it or not, Williamsville
once served as the commercial and
social center for the countryside
surrounding Birch Lake. Though it
never became a large town, its influence
reached far beyond its modest size.

The story of Williamsville begins
with one man. Williamsville was laid
out in March 1848 by Josiah Williams,
whose name the village still bears.
However, settlement in the area began
even earlier. The earliest land entries
in Porter Township date to 1829, when
John White, John East, and Nathan
Williams acquired property in what
was then an undeveloped wilderness.
Williams recognized the potential

of the creek flowing south from Birch
Lake. Using its dependable water
power, he constructed a large grist mill
just south of today's Williamsville St.
(once called Mill St).

WVII;LL/&MSVILLE

Porter ot Sealle K0 Rodls 1o an inch.

1872 Plat Ma

An 1872 plat map shows a
surprisingly active village. Along
Main, Mill, Oak, Maple, and South
Streets stood homes, businesses,
a sawmill, physicians' offices, and
numerous small shops. The business
directory listed druggists, a justice of
the peace, a dealer in "stock of all kind,"
the township clerk, and the postmaster,
reflecting a community that served
the needs of the surrounding farming
population.

Originally operated by W. W.
Camp, and later the Searer family,
the water-powered grist mill ground
wheat into flour and corn into feed
for area farmers. The mill remained
an important business well into the
twentieth century. Harold Cranmer
(west shore) remembers walking to the
mill to purchase a bag of grain to bring
home to his mother.

In 1873, the Cassopolis Vigilant
published a report of a Grand
Celebration in Williamsville to honor
the anniversary of the Emancipation
Proclamation. According to the article,
5,000 people were in attendance for
the celebration on August 1, 1873! The
festivities included a national salute on
"the grove on the bank of Birch Lake,"
music provided by the Cassopolis
Coronet Band, a prayer offered by the
chaplain, speaches by local residents
and out-of-town guests, a competition

WILLIAMSYILLE.
Zirst of Atgast-—Orand Oelabrntion

AN Tasingslar Lo §

A Planaant a Sonerai

Day =mnd
Lood Tima.

Cassopolis Vigilant, August 7, 1873
involving a greased pig, washtub races
in Birch Lake, and vast quantities
of beverages served by 20 separate
lemonade stands. Sheriff Cannady
reported only "a few rows caused by
too much bad whisky." In the evening,
about 50 couples gathered in the hall
of Mr. J. N. Cannady and danced "until
the approach of morning."

The general store was the heart
of village life. The two-story brick
building was established by Josiah
Williams around 1860. In 1894, the
original store was lost to a fire, but
fortunately the owner, J. Fred Merritt,
had insured both the building and its
contents and was able to rebuild.

Although Williamsville was small,
it supported an impressive variety
of businesses. An inn on the corner
of Main and Mill Streets welcomed
travelers passing through northern
Cass County. Across the street stood
another general store operated by
Rhuben Weikle, later taken over by
Tom White.

Residents had access to two
physicians - Dr. Moore and Dr. Fort -
an unusual luxury for such a small
village. Other businesses included
Zacky Brown's barber shop, a feed
store, a livery stable, Albert Reck
and Jerome Cousins' sawmill, Will
Rhinehart's cabinet and paint shop
Hardy McCally's cooperage. Mail
arrived by horseback or horse-drawn
cart along a route connecting Bristol,
Williamsville, and Vandalia, with
James W. East serving as mail carrier.

The center of town also included
a telephone exchange established by
Perry Storey, making Williamsville
one of the better-connected rural
communities in the area.

AT

Perry Storey’s Birch Lake Telephone
Exchange, located in Williamsville

Around the turn of the 20th
century, Williamsville reached its peak
population of around 300 residents. The
community even supported a string
band organized in 1902, featuring
members of the Searer family and the
East boys, who entertained at social
gatherings around Birch Lake and the
surrounding countryside.

A church was constructed at what
is now the corner of Birch Rd. and Sears
St. The East School stood at the corner
of Main and Mill Streets with about 25
students, taught by Miss Iva Hoyt. In
1925, Williamsville was recognized as
one of only four standard schools in
Cass County, a significant achievement.

Wiy

Students of the East Shool, c. 1911

SCHOOL IMPROVED
AT WILLIAMSVILLE
Cassopolis Vigilant, October 28, 1925

Over the decades the General
Store changed ownership many times,
reflecting both the changing economy
and the generations of families who
lived in Williamsville. After the Merritt
family, the store was owned by Oscar
Loupee, Albert Snyder, Ryton Jones,
and G.W. "Lanky" Breece. Most Birch
Lake residents of the mid-20" Century
have fond memories of going to
Breece's General Store (aka "Lanky's").

Lanky's  also  housed  the
Williamsville Post  Office, and
for many years contained the

community's only telephone, making
it the communication center for the
surrounding countryside long before
rural telephones became common.

In later years Lanky's was replaced
by Tom's Garage, operated by Tom and
Betty Griffith. Like Breece's General
Store before it (though in a different
building), Tom's Garage became a place
where neighbors stopped not only for
repairs or gasoline, but also to catch up
on local news and visit with friends.
Even after many of Williamsville's
earlier businesses had disappeared, the
garage remained a familiar landmark
for local families.

For the youth of Birch Lake, Lanky's
or Tom's Garage - depending on your
age - are part of your core memories
of growing up at the lake. Teenagers
walked from the lake to fill tanks of
gas to get back out on the lake in their
boats. Children came with pennies to
buy candy, while adults gathered there
to shop, exchange news, and visit with
neighbors. For generations of Birch
Lake residents, Williamsville was far
more than just a dot on the map.



Experience the Open Road
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SLUINGSHOT
Rentals

elkhartindianmotorcycle.com

(574)327-2327

ELKHART
INDIAN MOTORCYCLE

m Is your home or rental pr(}perty
C RE SS Y ready for the season?

We help homeowners prepare, inspect, and oversee their

PROPERTY CONCIERGE SERVICES 4
' homes and rental properties all year around.

SERVICES INCLUDE:
» Seasonal home inspections and repairs. - 24/7 emergency services available.
» Grounds maintenance and clean-up. * In-house HVAC and plumbing teams.

* |[dentifying maintenance issues before - Shopping and pantry-stocking before you
they turn into costly repairs. or your guests armve.

* Property watch while you're away. = Just need an extra hand? We can help.

* Vendor and project coordination and « Event set-up / tear-down, heavy item hauling,
aversight. and so much more!

Let's Get You Scheduled \_ADisono
574.227.1040 | www.CressyConcierge.com  —ax SRE2SY




T0

LAWN CARE »,.

Mowing
Hedges
Edging
Gutter Cleaning
Spring, Summer,
and Fall Cleanup
Rock / Muich Installation

BRET TIETSORT
269-080-2738

NV

Salon & Spa

EVERY GUEST. EVERY TIME.
Sewed with Passion and ]AWA

b ——

REFRESH YOUR LOOK. #1

From custom color and precision
cuts to facials, massage, nails,
waxing, and spa treatments —
Satori Salon & Spa offers a full-
service beauty and wellness

experience in a relaxing

4

NAILS

organic environment.

.

HAIR ‘ MASSAGE

WAXING « BODY TREATMENTS ¢ BRIDAL SERVICES

/QS»?‘/TH:EVO \

ORGANIC
N Y 2

Certified Organic Salon & Day Spa

Professional Eufora® products

& personalized care.

U4
SR
11923 M-60
Jones, MI 49061

Beok @né/w %
e (269) 244-5510 satorisalonandspa.com

?e/m ?enew. 5& &/&u [\

/)
TOUCHLESS COVER

—— COVER YOUR INVESTMENT ——
WITH THE TOUCH OF A BUTTON

° REMOTE-CONTROL OPERATION 0 HANDMADE IN THE USA

@ FAST, HASSLE-FREE PROTECTION @ DURABLE MARINE-GRADE

MATERIALS
@ CUSTOM BUILT FOR YOUR SETUP

GET ON THE WATER FASTER —
AND PROTECT WHAT MATTERS MOST.

m PIER LOGIC MARINA

59442 County Line Road
Three Rivers, MI 49093

<
Q' 569.528-6001 |

Barge Services
Dock Removal / Install
Dock / Hoist Sales

61272 Dailey Rd
Cassopolis, MI 49031
269-591-9848

primepropertycarellc@yahoo.com




EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR

(AED) locations on Birch Lake

There are six (6) automated external defribrillator AED Locations
units (AEDs) on Birch Lake. The boxes that contain
these devices are located at the following locations:

1. West Shore: Sheffieck Home
62875 Birch Lakeview Drive

2. North Shore: Smitley Home
14859 Birch Northshore Drive

3. East Shore: Vitale Home
63174 Birch Road

4. Southeast Shore: Troeger Home
63696 Birch Road

5. South Shore: Crawford Home
15046 Birch Lakeshore Drive

6. Southwest Shore: DeYoung Home
63255 Storey Hill Street

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property and
accessible by vehicle or on foot.

IN AN EMERGENCY
pr— 1. CALL 911 and report the emergency and the

b ARy patient’s location

2. Pull the box open, remove the orange-colored
unit, take it to the patient, and open the device by
pressing the white lever at the bottom.

3. An automated voice will guide you through the
setup and use of the defibrillator. Follow directions
as they are given.

4. Continue to follow the instructions, and stay with
the patient until emergency personnel arrive.

This message is brought to you by the Birch Lake Homeowners Association.

D&M
CANVAS

0: 269.244.8020 | C: 269.506.3276

PROTECT YOUR PORCH WITH

CUSTOM CANVAS COVERINGS

Sunbrella roll curtains
outdoor furniture covers
boat covers
pontoon covers

12291 BIDELMAN RD. | THREE RIVERS, Ml 49093




Life gets
busy—

E C Ihet cIﬁt:ohCIean - 2=
CO ean andle the mess. - -

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL CLEANING

269-479-6124

We deliver reliable, professional cleaning for homes,
offices, and warehouses, along with interior

boat and auto detailing. We also offer
organization services to help restore

order to your space.

From routine upkeep to deep cleans, ‘ : oyt R P
no job is too big or too small— Yy Bl L IRMREHOUSES

we clean so don’t have to.
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+t  Call or text Jamie today b -

to schedule your FREE quote. — I

269-479-6124 =N

& BOAT DETAILIN = AUTO DETAILING

e For a reference call: at — A Birch Lake resident. 4

Estate Planning
Business Counsel
Elder Law
‘Litigation

Cassopolis | South Bend | Elkhart
thklaw.com
269.445.1818
LAKE EFFECT MARINA
LakeEffectMarina.com

269-641-2154
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Offering a varigty of services
from pick-up-and delivery, parts;”
repair-services, winterization, -
shrink-wrap atour placefiside”..
or outside storage,spring fire<~

and detailing.«~ /
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13815 US Hwy 12
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We are now carrying
trees, shrubs, planting containers,
and organic fertilizers.

QUALITY PLANTS. FRIENDLY SERVICE.
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Q OQPAEAN—DGAP IIJI-Y f Follow us on Facebook!

16451 M-60
Vandalia, Ml 49095

Track Birch Lake
market activity.

Receive weekly updates on new, pending, and sold
listings on your lake. Scan to get clear, data-driven
insights delivered straight to your inbox.
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269.445.8877 g# o LAKE LIFE
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thelakelife.com

STRICTLY
ROOFING

QUALITY INTEGRITY PROTECTION

BUILT TO PROTECT.
BUILT TO LAST.

Your home. Our expertise.
Complete exterior solutions
you can trust.
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ROOFING SIDING WINDOWS GUTTERS

~ (269) 322-0279 | stictyoingemyanoocon

LICENSED - INSURED -« RELIABLE




FOR SALE

2015 Toyota Highlander LE $13,500
Reliable SUV!

Front Wheel Drive. 168,000 miles.
Very well-maintained 2015 Highlander
LE with spacious interior, and great
reliability. Grey exterior and interior.
Very clean. Features 3rd row seating
to accommodate up to 7 passengers,
backup camera, and smooth ride - perfect
for family trips or daily commute. Single
owner, 1 minor accident. Clean title.

Call Angie 574-304-1502
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Firewood for Sale!
Perfect for summer bonfires! Delivery
available. Starting at $4 per wrapped
bundle. Ranger or truck loads available
as well. High school kids' summer gig
- text us to place and order or get more
information. 269-528-1357

Engraved Drinkware
Customized Birch Lake drinkware (or
choose your own design)! Wide variety
of sizes, colors, and styles - stainless
steel wine tumblers, coffee mugs, water
bottles and more. Call or text Amber at

574-315-0227.
ok

FREE

Infant / Child Life Vests: I have a
collection of youth size life vests (mostly
30-50Ibs) that my kids have outgrown.
Call or text Amber at 574-315-0227.

Classified Ads in the Barker are free
to current BLYC members. The cost
is $5 per week for non members.
Send your ad to
birchbarkerl @gmail.com Deadline
is MONDAY 11am for the

upcoming weekend’s Barker.

WANTED

Old BLYC Directories. If you have
directories from between 1981 and 1996, I
would love to scan them! I have many of
the old directories, but nothing between
'81 and '96. Email if you come across any!
birchbarkerl@gmail.com

Outdoor storage space for two MCs (on
trailers) in winter and for the two trailers
in summer. Call Phil 476-1680.

SERVICES

I do sewing and mending at fair prices —
zippers, hemming, small alterations. Call
Kathy at 269-476-9317.

LOST

Missing one turtle raft. Must have taken
flight during the storm. Please contact the
Garceaus at 269-476-9817 if it happened
to wash up on your shore. Thank you.
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Friday, July 24: Whistle Pigs

Concerts begin at 7:00pm

Friday, June 26: The Van Dyke Revue

Friday, August 28: Whiskey Retreat

The COA’s Summer Concert Series is back by

popular demand. Join us at the COA Lowe Center’s
Pavilion for some great music and an opportunity to |
purchase food from our food truck vendors. Bring a
chair or blanket enjoy three FREE outdoor concerts!

Food is available from 5:30-7:30pm
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%f{ McGann Hay

Funerals | Cremation Specialists

V&P Sinei’ -
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5” Water Wells

Repair and Service
S Most Water Pumps
o University
“Area M-60 E, Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
574-232-1411 | mcgannhay.com Cell: 269-580-3246
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Thinking about selling your lake home or property?

The Dennis Bamber Group ~ Here are some things for

has sold over 175 waterfront properties in the .
past few years valued at over $70,000,000. you to ConSIder

Our Exceptional Marketing * Lake inventory is at an all time low and

for lake property is creative, dynamic, prices are higher.
and brings results.
* There are more buyers than sellers.

We Know How to

. M lak rty b hb .
List Market, and Sell any lake property buyers are cash buyers

* Interest rates have leveled off and may
come down more.

. Dfyi0

MICHIGAN Visit our website: T_'
LAKE HOUSE mymichiganlakehouse.com I i:r Ty

exclusively to waterfront . -
E EI:IEI" )

Above&Beyond /7}
Cressy&Everett1

REAL ESTATE
701 Spruce St Dowagiac, Ml

Michelle

THE DENNIS BAMBER GROUP 574-532-3808
LAKE & WATERFRONT SPECIALISTS

*Not intended fo solicit any properties already listed for sale with another real estate agent.

dennisbamber@cressyeverett.com



BARKER FUNNIES

WHAT DO YOU CALL
A SHEEP THAT
DOES KARATE?
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Have you heard of
the new sport

It's like normal
tennis without
the racket.

The fastest way to find a lost item is

SUNDAE SCI-IOOL -:uy an expensive replaceme7

for it.

JP PIERLOGIC wfein

=~ DOCKS ¢ LIFTS « STORAGE « SERVICE

From custom dock and lift solutions to seasonal installation,
removal, storage, and maintenance — Pier Logic keeps

your waterfront ready all year long.

D &LFT | ALATION B er [DOO&O oor WINTERIZATION.
&DETAILING

THREE RIVERS, ‘

MICHIGAN 269-528-6001 ‘ pierlogic.org vince@pierlogic.org




WakeSide Marine
51305 State Road 19 N, Elkhart, IN
WakeSideMarine.com 574-264-2874




